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ABSTRACT
Richard Beale Davis, Louis B. Wright, George K. Smart, 
and others have studied southern colonial libraries in order 
to gain a better understanding of the men and women who 
owned the volumes. A study of the Webb-Prentis Collection, 
the largest surviving eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 
Williamsburg library, will provide information about the 
Prentis family that cannot be learned from public activities 
and documents, and about the thoughts, interests, and 
reading tastes of this family.
The Prentis family played a prominent role in Williams­
burg and the surrounding area as successful merchants and 
lawyers from the 1720's until the 1850's. William Prentis, 
Sr., who operated the Prentis Store on Duke of Gloucester 
Street from 1733 to his death in 1765, was very knowledge­
able and astute in financial matters. He recognized his son 
John's talent in business affairs and trained him as his 
successor. John Prentis operated the store from 1765 until 
his death in 1775, and, like his father, he also served 
Williamsburg in civil and political capacities. His cousin, 
Robert Prentis, was the next operator of the store, and he 
ran the store until 1779 when the stockholders of the 
Prentis Store decided to dissolve the partnership because 
the store was losing money as a result of the non-importa­
tion of goods from England during the Revolutionary War. 
Instead of entering the family business, John's brother 
Joseph became a lawyer after completing his studies at 
William and Mary. In addition to his service as a lawyer 
and a judge, he was active in Williamsburg's civil affairs. 
His son, Joseph, Jr., followed him into the legal profession 
and was one of the leading tidewater lawyers of his day.
Many members of the Prentis family shared a love of 
books and reading. They considered books to be important 
possessions and valuable sources of information, as can be 
seen in their practice of giving books as gifts; the 
signatures and bookplates that indicate ownership and, at 
times, the date and location of purchase; and the margin­
alia. Although a majority of the books were owned by Joseph 
Sr. and Joseph Jr., many other family members, both men and 
women, owned books. Their reconstructed library (composed 
of extant, lost, and unlocated titles) contains volumes in 
the Webb-Prentis Collection, volumes in the possession of 
Dr. Joseph P. Webb and family, and titles found in the 
inventory of the estate of Joseph Prentis Sr., in the 
Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766. and on a handwritten 
list in the family copy of Paradise Lost. This thesis 
examines books in topical groups in order to convey a fuller 
understanding of the collection as a whole, note differences
v .
in books owned by men and women, and surmise whether or not 
the Prentises tried to use their books as visible signs of 
their wealth.
v i .
THE PRENTIS FAMILY AND THEIR LIBRARY
CHAPTER I
BOOKS IN COLONIAL VIRGINIA AND THE PRENTIS FAMILY
In The First Gentlemen of Virginia:___Intellectual
Qualities of the Early Colonial Ruling Class Louis B. Wright 
stated that "if we hope to understand these men of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, we must also under­
stand their books and the implications to be drawn from 
them."* Studies of eighteenth-century southern colonial 
libraries by Wright, Richard Beale Davis, George K. Smart, 
and others have provided valuable information about the 
intellectual pursuits of their owners and how they viewed 
their world. These examinations have not been all-in­
clusive, as noted by Davis when he wrote that those under­
taken by Wright and himself had focused on the Virginia 
gentry and the use that class made of reading. In contrast, 
investigations of libraries from the other southern colonies 
have been wider in scope and efforts have been made to 
include readers from all social and occupational groups.^ 
Additionally, the studies of southern libraries have 
emphasized the individual, not the family. This emphasis 
does not allow one to trace changes or developments in 
reading tastes and habits during the colonial and early 
national periods. Wright looked at the generation of men
2
3who emerged as the ruling class in First Gentlemen of 
Vi rqinia. and George K. Smart used inventories to identify 
the libraries of individual men who lived in various parts 
of Virginia. A study of the Webb-Prentis Collection, a 
library assembled by four generations of a merchant family, 
can contribute information about the types of books owned by 
such a family and how they changed over time.
The Webb-Prentis Collection is remarkable for its size 
and range of contents. It is remarkable, too, in that it 
was assembled by four generations of men and women, and 
also in that it has remained relatively intact. A study of 
the collection can reveal information about the reading 
habits of men and women; about how, if at all, the Prentises 
used books as a reflection of their place in Virginia 
society; and about their views of the changing world around 
them. In order to gain a fuller understanding of the 
significance of this collection and the family that assem­
bled it, one must first look generally at books and their 
owners in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Virginia.
Studies of southern libraries and literature have shown 
that the English-speaking immigrants to Virginia "often 
arrived with at least the nucleus of a library." While 
books served the professional needs of physicians, lawyers, 
and clergyman,* most early Virginians viewed their libraries 
as more than sources of information: they were "potent
reservoirs of traditional civilization." The prosperous
4planters of the emerging Virginia gentry "hoped to become 
rich enough to be fine gentlemen, and to be fine gentlemen 
required something more than the ownership of landed 
property, as essential as that was.... Far from the centers 
of culture they hoped to reproduce in the wilderness, they 
necessarily depended ...upon their little libraries."^ 
Books had been associated with the English aristocracy since 
the middle ages, and in the seventeenth century men of rank 
frequently met for book-hunting expeditions in London and 
vied with each other in the purchase of rare volumes.**
For the Virginian upper class of the seventeenth century, 
reading was a means of recreating English society and 
culture in the New World. Books helped these provincials 
attain the life they wanted in two ways. First, volumes on 
conduct, religion, and classical literature and civilization 
provided knowledge with which a well-educated member 
of the elite needed to be familiar. Second, the books 
themselves emphasized the fact that the owner belonged to 
the elite class since he had the money to purchase them.
Reading and book owning were not confined to the 
gentry. The lower classes owned a smaller number of books, 
often the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, and a work on 
practical piety.^ These tiny "libraries" were quite 
different from the larger, more culturally oriented collect­
ions of the elite. By the end of the seventeenth century, 
books had become closely identified with the gentry in
5tidewater Virginia. After the passage of the Navigation 
Acts and the ensuing drop in tobacco prices, the importation 
of books declined and the ownership of books became more
p
closely associated with the planter class.”
Studies of literacy in colonial Virginia have produced 
a variety of findings. Kenneth Lockridge has found that in 
the eighteenth century "the statistical correlation between 
social status and literacy remained as high as it had been
Q
in the seventeenth century."* He also stated that at most 
two-thirds of all adult white males in eighteenth century 
Virginia were literate and that for men at lower levels of 
income and of the social hierarchy, the literacy rate was 
closer to fifty percent.^ Davis commented on Philip 
A. Bruce's work on literacy when he wrote that Bruce had 
"concluded that for its first century, more than half of 
Virginia's white population was literate. Host recent 
historians of colonial Virginia and the rest of the South 
are usually inclined to think his percentage of probable 
literacy too low, and certainly too low for the eighteenth 
century." Davis's own studies, with those of other scholars 
suggest a fairly high literacy rate that extended beyond the 
planter and professional classes of the eighteenth-century 
south.11
Literacy, to a certain extent, and the money that 
enabled one to purchase books were two of several factors 
that set the gentry apart from the rest of Virginian society
6by the early eighteenth century. The gentry were also 
marked by their landf wealth, material possessions, poli­
tical power, and elevated social position. By the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, a group of nearly three hundred 
families had emerged as the ruling class of the colony, and 
land was the basis of their power and authority. As Carl 
Bridenbaugh has noted, "the primary political and social 
fact of eighteenth-century Virginia was rule by class."12 
The situation there differed from that in New England and 
the middle colonies, where the social and political author­
ity were held by merchants and lawyers. In New York these 
two groups shared their dominant position with the landed 
gentry, and in Philadelphia, the merchants were the ruling 
aristocracy.^
Although merchants and professional men of tide­
water Virginia tried to imitate the lifestyle of the 
e l i t e , t h e y  seldom became a part of this class. This was 
true even for merchants like the Prentises, whose wealth 
allowed them to purchase the material objects associated 
with the upper class. As he traced the "evolution of a 
ruling class" in First Gentlemen of Virginia. Wright pointed 
out that "a gentleman was not made by the sudden acquisition 
of wealth and aristocratic manners."1^ Instead, the 
"evolution" usually took two generations. Men who aspired 
to gentility had to prove themselves as political and social 
leaders (as the original elite class had done in the last
7quarter of the seventeenth century) before they would be 
considered part of the upper crust and receive deference 
from the lower classes. At the beginning of the eighteenth 
century, the merchant class as a whole was not involved in 
Virginian politics; however, by the third quarter of the 
century, that class "accounted for twenty to thirty percent 
of all the political office holders at the town, county, and 
colonial levels of government.... [A]t least ten percent of 
Virginia's leadership group during the eighteenth century 
were merchants."^ This suggests that some of Virginia's 
merchants had become accepted as political leaders.
It is possible to look closely at the lives of Will­
iamsburg residents, including merchants, at their place in 
society, and at their participation in local, county, and 
colonial politics. Williamsburg lies in James City County 
and York County, and a large part of the town's population, 
including the Prentises, can be studied by examining the 
records of the York County Court. These records are 
invaluable to a study of Williamsburg and the surrounding 
area because they are among the few sets of local public 
records from the tidewater area that have not been lost, 
destroyed, or seriously damaged. These documents include 
land records (patents, leases, deeds, and assignments); 
probate records (wills, commissions of administration, 
estate inventories and appraisals, and estate accounts) ; 
court orders; provincial and state records; and miscel­
8laneous records (tax lists, guardian accounts, land causes, 
and marriage bonds) . Since 1979 the York County Project 
staff in the Research Department at the Colonial Williams­
burg Foundation has been abstracting, transcribing, cross- 
referencing, and linking these records in order to create 
biographical sketches of York County residents.
The York County records provide interesting information 
about how individuals, their families, and other county 
residents may have been seen by their contemporaries and 
about their place in the social order. Various titles 
preceding and/or following an individual's name in a court 
document are an indication of social status. In the early 
years of the eighteenth century, the title Esqr. (Esquire) 
was used to refer to men who held colonial office or who 
were on the Governor's Council. Gent. (Gentleman) and 
Hr. (Mister) were used for men who held offices below the 
colony level. At times these two titles were used inter­
changeably, but Gent, usually referred to men who were 
slightly higher in the social hierarchy than those who were 
called Mr. By the middle of the eighteenth century, 
Esqr. and Gent, were used in reference to members of the 
gentry, and Mr. referred to a man of the middle to upper- 
middle and professional classes.  ^ Several of the Prentises 
—  William Sr., John, William Jr., Daniel, Joseph Sr., and 
Robert -- appear in the York County records from the 
mid-1720's through the mid 1780's in a variety of roles,
9from representing the store and appraising estates to acting 
on their own behalf in civil court cases and representing 
York County and later Virginia, in political matters. There 
is not always a title with their names in the records (in 
fact, a majority of the references to the Prentises do not 
include a title), but when there is, an interesting pattern 
appears. With few exceptions, the Prentises were referred 
to as Gent, or Esqr. when they were acting in a civic 
capacity, and as Mr. and Merchant when they were in court 
for business and personal matters. This is true even for 
John Prentis, who was the most active member of the family 
in county politics during the colonial period.
In view of this information, it appears that the Prentises
were regarded as belonging to a social class 
below the gentry, yet they were accepted in the higher class 
for the political services they provided. The titles from 
these records can be used only as a basis for this suggest­
ion since they are found in no more than a small number of 
the court cases, and the picture for the town of Williams­
burg is not complete because the James City County records 
are lost.
The York County records can do no more than suggest how 
the Prentises were viewed by their contemporaries, but with 
primary and secondary information about the Prentis Store, 
these documents do provide a picture of the family's public 
activities and professional endeavors. The Prentises played
10
a prominent role in Williamsburg and the surrounding area 
from the 1720's to the 1850's. The founder of the family in 
Williamsburg was William Prentis, who immigrated to Virginia 
from Norfolk County, England, in the early 1720's (see
1 RAppendix A). ° Information about his life and that of other 
family members in England does not seem to have been handed 
down to his family in Virginia. In the early nineteenth 
century, Joseph Prentis, Jr., grandson of William Prentis, 
questioned his relatives about the family genealogy but did 
not meet with great success. His cousin David Meade replied 
that
I find all the young men of my acquaintance 
nearly in the same predicament with You —  
they know nothing of the genealogy of Their 
Families —  I am not qualified to answer 
your querie to Your satisfaction it was well 
know that Your Grandfather Prentis was a 
native of England & there is some reason I 
think to presumo that He was Born in London
—  Your Grandmothers maiden name was Brooks
—  thus far & no further does my information 
go relative to your paternal anoestory.19
William Prentis's name appeared in the York County Records 
on March 18, 1724/5, when he entered into an indenture with 
John Brooke for Lot 51 in Williamsburg (see Appendix B) . 
This lot was described as "Number fifty one which fronts the 
West being 25 foot by 16 foot besided the Shedd with the 
Ground which the said covers and running a direct line North 
on the said Lot the breadth of the said house to an old 
stable standing on the said lot and also the Reversion and 
Reversions Remainder and Remainders."2® It is known that
11
Prentis married Mary Brooke, daughter of John and Anne 
Brooke, by March 3, 1726/7 because John Brooke referred to 
his daughter as Mary Prentis in his will of that date. He
left his property to his wife for her use during the 
remainder of her life and stipulated that at her death it 
would pass to his "dau Mary Prentis and her heirs. In 
default of such heirs, to the said William Prentis and his 
h e i r s . A f t e r  the death of Anne Brooke, William Prentis 
moved his family into the old Brooke home, which became 
known as the Prentis house.
Soon after arriving in Williamsburg, Prentis became 
closely associated with Archibald Blair. As a result of 
this friendship and his knowledge of business and trade, he 
was employed by Archibald Blair, the Rev. James Blair, and
Col. Philip Ludwell as the principal clerk in their store in
the early 1720's.^ This business, "commonly known by the
Name of Doctor Blairs Stores,” had been established as a 
family partnership in 1697 and quickly became known through­
out the colony. Governor Francis Nicholson referred to it 
as "one of the principal stores in the Colony" in March 
1705, and Governor Alexander Spotswood called it "one of the 
most considerable trading stores in this country" in 1718.23 
After Archibald Blair's death in 1733, James Blair, Ludwell, 
and Prentis reorganized the firm from a family partnership 
to a company with stockholders. Prentis was the logical 
choice to succeed Archibald Blair as manager because he had
12
a great knowledge of merchandising and an astute financial 
brain in addition to his reputation in the Williamsburg area 
as a shrewd and successful businessman. Prentis also became 
one of the company's stockholders when he purchased one- 
sixth of the company stock from John Bolling, husband of 
Archibald Blair's daughter Elizabeth. He continued this 
practice of buying stock from other Blair heirs through the 
years until he owned the largest portion of the company 
stock
From 1733 to 1742 Prentis managed the store on a 
commission basis that was outlined in the firm's annual 
statement. He was paid a 5% commission of the total volume 
of business transacted. His commission provided an income 
well above average for the colonial period. During this 
time he earned an annual commission of £139.183, and the 
dividends to which he was entitled as a stockholder averaged 
£100.2.8. In the research report "Blair-Prentis-Cary 
Partnerships The Store and Its Operation," William G. Kee­
ner compares Prentis's income to that of two successful 
Virginian planters of the upper class. Keener finds that 
"in 1734, Robert Carter of Nomini made a net profit of 
£137.2.0 on the sale of twenty-five hogsheads of tobacco or 
an average of £5.9.8 per hogshead. The income from Pren- 
tis's commissions and dividends in that year therefore 
equaled over thirty-seven hogsheads of prime tobacco, more 
than the normal crop of even a rather large planter." The
13
findings are similar when Prentis's profits are compared to 
those of John Custis from tobacco sales in 1740* Custis was 
"paid an average of £ 5.3.4 per hogshead for his tobacco. 
By the same computation, Prentis made a salary of nearly 
forty-three hogsheads." After 1742 Prentis received an 
annual salary of £200, which was raised to £ 250 in 1752 
and £ 300 in 1759. Thus it can be seen that throughout his 
years managing the store, his earnings placed him among the
o c
wealthiest men m  Williamsburg. ^
In addition to a substantial income, the position of 
manager of the Prentis Store gave William Prentis an 
important role in the Williamsburg community. In the 
eighteenth century, such a store served several functions. 
The Prentises and other merchants kept a wide range of 
merchandise on hand in order to supply their customers with 
manufactured goods. They imported and sold goods from 
England as well as items produced in the Williamsburg 
area.2® They also provided banking and credit facilities. 
Because of the scarcity of currency in Virginia throughout 
the colonial era, tobacco served as the principal means of 
payment both within the colony and in trade with England.2  ^
The success of merchants depended on the size and quality of 
the harvest, because they accepted tobacco and tobacco notes 
in payment for goods, as well as on their ability to 
estimate the price each crop would bring in the foreign 
market. This ability was important since they extended
14
credit to customers on the basis on a not-yet-harvested 
crop.2® Francis Nicholson had perceived the need of the 
tobacco planters for cash and the willingness of keen 
businessmen like Archibald Blair and later William Prentis 
to provide this service. During the thirty-two years that 
William Prentis operated the store, he "provided a central 
pool of capital on which planters could draw bills of 
exchange for the payment of local debts”; and he "usually 
acted as the agent in these transactions and paid the bill 
for the drawers."2®
In addition to managing the most respected store in 
Virginia and providing the necessary exchange services and 
capital for planters, Prentis acted as paymaster for the 
colonial government. This position gave him the authority 
to pay individuals for various jobs they performed for the 
c o l o n y . H e  also served Williamsburg and James City and 
York counties in a civil capacity. Prentis was a grand 
juror in 1728 and a jury foreman in 1731, and became a 
justice of James City County in 1734, an office he held for 
several terms. He operated the land office for the sale of 
headrights, served as a trustee of the town of Williamsburg 
in 1762,®* and received an honorarium of £50 from the 
government for "Extraordinary Service."®2 The numerous 
references in the York County records to William Prentis as 
an administrator, executor, and prover of wills; an ap­
praiser, auditor, and settler of estates; a witness to
15
wills, deeds, and other court documents; and a guardian of 
orphaned children provide evidence that the people of the 
Williamsburg area recognized his sound financial judgment 
and managerial ability*
The success of Prentis's operation and management can 
also be seen in the reputation and appearance of the store* 
During the eighteenth century recognition of the store 
as the most important retail outlet increased as Williams- 
burg developed into the political and cultural center of 
Virginia. Unlike many of the other retail merchants in 
Williamsburg and throughout Virginia, William Prentis and 
his successors, John and Robert Prentis, did not advertise 
newly arrived shipments of merchandise in the Virginia 
G a z e t t e - 3 3  Because the Prentises relied upon their reputa­
tion, the occasions when they advertised provide interesting 
information about the store* The advertisement - "For sale, 
at Mr. John Prentis's Store, in Williamsburg, an exceeding 
elegant SPINET, in a genteel Mohogany Case, with a Musick 
Desk, spare wires, Quills,&c. This instrument is entirely 
new, and just imported in the Virginia, Captain Esten* The 
lowest Price is twenty two Pounds Currency"^!. describes an 
item which only the gentry class would have been able to 
purchase, and it suggests that the Prentises ordered goods 
with the gentry in mind.
The Prentis store is the oldest surviving store in 
Williamsburg today, but the present structure operated by
16
the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation is not the original 
building used by the Blairs or Prentises. Although it is 
known that William Prentis operated his business in two 
stores on two separate lots by 1733, only one has been 
identified. The location of one of the buildings was 
determined by examining the deeds to an adjoining piece of 
property to the east. Lot 47 (see Appendix B) . It is known 
that in March 1718/9, one of the stores was located on Lot 
46, and it is probable that this building was constructed by 
William Timson of York County circa 1716-1717. By the late 
1730's, increased business required larger quarters, and in 
1739-1740 a brick building was erected on Lot 46, imme­
diately to the east of the older one. The annual reports of 
1739-1741 show that the second lot and the building on this 
lot were sold in 1741. After this sale, the firm conducted 
business in the two buildings on Lot 46 until 1779, when the 
partnership was dissolved. Surviving letters indicate that 
the wooden frame building of circa 1716-1717 had disappeared 
before the end of the century, leaving the brick structure 
that is known today as the Prentis Store.^ Marcus Whiffen 
wrote that "with its brick walls, pedimental gable, shop 
windows, and (what is surprising in so small a building) 
tressed roof, it represents the commercial architecture of 
the time and place at its most substantial and highly 
finished.
17
When William Prentis died on August 4, 1765, the 
Prentis Store had tripled its trade and profits since 1733, 
the first year of Prentis's management, and it was known as 
the "most solvent and most respected business in Williams­
burg, if not in the entire colony. Prentis had also
firmly established his family as one of Williamsburg's 
wealthiest. His estate, which consisted of personal goods 
and slaves, stock in trade with John Blair and Wilson Cary 
Esqr., his proportion of profits for the year 1765 and his 
salary from January 1, 1765 to August 4, 1765, was appraised 
at £ 9709.18.91/2. The estate inventory lists possessions 
room by room and names these rooms: the Hall, John Pren­
tis's Room, Little Room, Chamber, Daniel's Room, Nursery, 
Mr. Prentis's Room, little Closet, Kitchen & Wash house,
o p
Meal House, Cellar, Store Roome at House, Yard, etc. ° 
These names indicate that the Prentises had made a distinc­
tion between the public areas of the house —  the hall and 
the chamber —  and the private areas of the house used by 
family members —  John Prentis's Room, Daniel's Room, 
Nursery, and Mr. Prentis's Room. They had also relegated 
the household chores, which were performed by slaves, to 
outbuildings —  Kitchen & Wash house and the Meal House. 
This arrangement and designation of household space reflect 
the fact that the Prentises had adapted architectural 
aspects of the gentry tradition to their daily lives.
18
In his will Prentis directed that many of his personal 
possessions were to be sold after his wife's death and the
*3 Q
proceeds used to support his c h i l d r e n . T h e  Virginia
Gazette carried an announcement of this sales
To be SOLD at public auction, to the highest 
bidder, on Monday the 8th of August, at the 
dwelling-house of the late Mr. WILLIAM 
PRENTIS, in the city of Williamsburg, and 
pursuant to his will, EIGHT Valuable House 
SLAVES, and sundry kind of household and 
kitchen FURNITURE, such as plate, china, 
tables, chairs, pictures, looking-glasses, 
beds, guilts, blankets, table and bed linen, 
a couch, clock, dumb-waiter, chest of 
drawers, bureau, cooler, two suits of fine 
bed curtains and bedsteads, a large quantity 
of pewter, &c. a single chair, a cart and 
several horses, a pipe of fine old Madeira 
wine, and several dozen of bottled wine.
Also two tracts of land in the county of 
York, f^kch containing 150 acres, more or 
less.•.
Several items from William Prentis's personal estate reflect 
the Prentises' position among the wealthiest families of 
Williamsburg. Sets of chairs, dishes and eating utensils 
are possessions associated with the gentry tradition and are 
evidence of Prentis's wealth. Articles such as mirrors, 
clocks, veneered mahogany tables, damask linens, and china 
are also evidence of William Prentis's wealth because these 
objects were most likely imported from England (or China in 
the case of the china) and were products of sophisticated 
workmanship.^
John Prentis was the store manager from his father's 
death in 1765 until his own in 1775. He was also joint 
owner of the store with John Blair and Wilson Cary (and
19
their heirs), and the other heirs of William Prentis. This
change in management met no opposition because William
Prentis had made it known that he wanted the operation and
management of the store to pass to his son. In his will he
stated his desire that such parts
of the said Stock as I have given to my 
Children who are under Age may during their 
respective Minorities may be continued in 
trade under the Management of my Son John 
who I desire may account regularly with my 
other Executors for the profits of the said 
childrens parts of the said Stock and all 
other matters relating thereto.42
William Prentis had seen that John demonstrated considerable 
talent in business affairs, and, as a result, he trained 
his oldest son in all phases of store operation and manage­
ment, much as he himself had been trained by Archibald 
Blair.43
Like his father, John Prentis was more than just the 
leading merchant in Williamsburg. He held the offices of 
justice of the peace from 1754 to 1771, sheriff of York 
County from August 1759 to July 1761, mayor of Williamsburg 
for the year 1760, judge of the York County Court, vestryman 
of Bruton Parish Church in 1769, chamberlain of Virginia for 
the city of Williamsburg, and colonel in the Williamsburg 
militia. Prentis was involved in several aspects of the 
probate process as an administrator, executor, and prover of 
wills, and as an appraiser, auditor, and settler of es­
tates. He was called upon to exercise his judgment as an 
inspector of roads, bridges, and scales at the tobacco
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warehouses. An additional responsibility assigned to John 
Prentis was the job of taking the list of tithables in 
Bruton Parish.44 The fact that a member of the second 
generation of the family in Williamsburg held offices and 
was called upon to carry out business for the county even 
more frequently than his father had been suggests that the 
family was gaining additional respect and deference from the 
Williamsburgers of the second and third quarters of the 
eighteenth century.
During his years as manager of the store, John was 
assisted by his younger brother William Prentis, Jr., the 
last of the family to become a merchant. Pew details are 
known about William, the third of William and Mary Prentis1s 
four sons. Born about 1740, he, like his brother John, 
learned the business of merchandising from his father, and 
he was referred to as "William Prentis, Merchant" in the 
York County records.4^ He was also called "Captain Pren­
tis," but it is not known whether he earned the title from 
service in the militia or whether it was a sign of the 
respect given to the upper class in the deferential society 
of Williamsburg.4^
The years of John Prentis1s operation of the store and 
William Prentis Jr.'s assistance were marked by strong, keen 
management but not the great innovation and expansion that 
distinguished William Prentis Sr.'s management.4^ The 
growth and prosperity of the store and of other Virginian
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merchants were reduced by the growing conflicts between 
Great Britain and her colonies during the 1760's and 
1770's. When Virginians formed the Associations of 1769 and 
1770, the signers, including John Prentis, pledged not to 
import any goods from Great Britain. These early Associa­
tions were not fully complied with or enforced. This 
situation changed with the Association of 1774, which called 
for absolute non-iirportation of British goods to begin 
November 1, 1774. The Continental Association also included 
a measure for the formation of local committees to ensure 
compliance by all.*®
The Association of 1774 proved harmful to the Prentis 
Store in two ways. First, John Prentis failed to cancel an 
order for tea which he had placed with the East India 
Company through his factor in London, John Norton.49 As a 
result, he received a great deal of criticism in the 
Virginia Gazette when the shipment arrived in Williamsburg. 
Prentis apologized for importing the tea in a letter to the 
Virginia Gazette.50 but the reputation of the store was 
harmed. Second, the absolute non-importation reduced the 
quantity of goods for sale in the store to a greater extent 
than in other stores. This occurred because the proportion 
of imported goods to domestic goods sold at the store had 
changed from a 60 to 40 ratio to a 96 to 4 ratio during the 
years of William Prentis, Sr.'s management.51 This dramatic 
shift shows that the Prentises were aware of the tastes of
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the Virginia gentry who wished to own sophisticated, 
well-made objects from Great Britain.
As a result, when the Virginia Gazette of November 2, 
1775, carried the announcement, "Died, after a lingering 
illness, John Prentis of this city, Merchant,*52 John 
Prentis's heirs, his brothers Daniel and Joseph and his 
cousin Robert Prentis, had to consider whether the partner­
ship between them and the Blair and Cary heirs should be 
continued or dissolved. It was decided that the partnership 
would continue under the name of "Robert Prentis & Company"; 
and in 1775, when Robert Prentis took control, the holdings 
of the company were £ 18,000. The Association of 1774 
continued to affect the store: the holdings decreased to 
£ 16,000 in 1777 and to £ 13,000 in 1778. The partners 
concluded to dissolve their partnership by November 10, 
1779, and when the stock was settled, on the basis of the 
holdings of Robert Prentis and Company on May 4, 1779, the 
total value was £ 10,000.55 From late 1779 to June 1786, 
Robert Prentis continued to operate a retail business in 
Williamsburg. He rented the old Prentis Store buildings and 
worked for the government, selling surplus military supplies 
and seized goods. Prentis left Williamsburg for Trinidad in 
June 1786 because of his lack of financial success as a 
merchant and because he regarded himself as a British 
subject. In his will dated June 19, 1786, he left the 
Prentis Store with his houses and land in Williamsburg to
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his nephew William Prentis, a printer in Petersburg, 
Virginia. *
In spite of difficulties, the material fortunes of John 
and William Prentis, Jr., did not decline dramatically. 
When he died in February 1773, the latter's estate of 
£ 1994.10.9 was divided among his brothers John, Daniel, and 
Joseph, and his cousin Robert.^ Several of John Prentis's 
legacies reflect his personal wealth and social standing in 
the upper class. He left his "set of Table China" to his 
sister Sarah Waters and he bequeathed "unto my brother 
Joseph Prentis & his heirs forever my lands in Surry, James 
City & York County's as also my waiting boy Alexander, my 
mulatto boy Pompey & my mulatto girls Effy & Rachel & Nancy 
with their future increase.
Joseph, the youngest of William and Mary Prentis's 
children, was born on January 24, 1754. Unlike his father, 
two of his brothers, and his cousin, he did not become 
involved in the family business. After studying at the 
College of William and Mary, he entered the legal profess­
ion. His rapid rise to prominence in civic and political 
affairs is an indication of the Prentises' prominent 
position in their community. Joseph Prentis served Will­
iamsburg and the surrounding counties in several capacities 
during his lifetime, and the offices he held and duties he 
performed reflect some of his interests. By serving on a 
commission to establish an academy for Harrison, Monongalia,
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and Randolph counties in 1787 and as a member of the Board 
of Visitors of William and Mary, he promoted education in 
the tidewater area. As a resident of Williamsburg, Prentis 
would have been interested in matters concerning the welfare 
of the town and of the surrounding areas. Service as an 
alderman of Williamsburg in 1776, member of the first House 
of Delegates from Williamsburg in 1777, member of the House 
of Delegates from York for 1778-1788, and Speaker of the 
House of Delegates in 1788 gave him opportunities to 
participate in and help to develop systems of local govern­
ment for the state of Virginia. Appointments to the board 
of directors of the Public Hospital in 1794, the commission 
for laying out Norfolk more regularly in 1777, and the 
commission to sell public lands in York and Elizabeth 
counties are evidence that his interest in local affairs 
extended into areas other than government. Joseph Prentis 
combined his legal career and service to the state on more 
than one occasions he was a member of the Virginia Conven­
tion in December 1775? appointed a judge of admiralty in 
1776; named to Governor Patrick Henry's Privy Council in 
1779; a Reviser of the Virginia Code of Laws in 1794; and a 
judge of the General Court of Virginia from 1789 to 1809.
On December 16, 1778, Joseph Prentis married Margaret 
Bowdoin, daughter of John Bowdoin II and his wife, the 
former Grace Stringer, of Northampton, V i r g i n i a . H e  and 
Margaret raised their family in their house in the Green
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Hill area of Williamsburg. In 1782 Prentis acquired the
property on which his house was built from the King family
and Mrs. Frances Hubbard. This property is Lots 319-328 on
a map of Williamsburg from circa 1790 that shows that
Prentis owned twelve lots in the block bounded by Prince
George, Henry, Scotland, and Nassau Streets (see Appendix
B)• In 1809 his house was described as
a small but convenient house, with all the 
necessary outhouses. Garden and lot which 
including the Garden contains about 4 acres 
on which there is a very good spring and 
spring house all in excellent and neat 
repair. The house contains two rooms below 
about 16 X 20 feet and two small rooms over 
them with dormant [sic] windows in the 
common style in Virginia, but Mr. Prentis 
has added to the West an apartment contain­
ing a large bed-chamber about 24 X 21/22 
feet on the north side of which there is a 
small room about 12 X 10 and an Ante-Chamber 
of nearly the same size. This is a most 
convenient with small children. Under the 
same roof with the kitchen is a small room 
which he occupied as a study, and in a 
different part of the yard is another small 
house with I believe two rooms below and one 
above. There is a good stable etc. This 
property is valued at $2000. It will not be 
sold for less and is worth much more. • • 59
The influence of the gentry tradition can be seen in several
features of Joseph Prentis's house. The house plan ("two
rooms below and two above with dormant windows") , often
called the "I-House" or the "Virginia House," reflects the
symmetry of Georgian architecture.^0 The phrases, "with all
the necessary outhouses," "but Mr. Prentis has added," and
"under the same roof with the kitchen is a small room ...and
in a different part of the yard is another small house”
26
indicate that Joseph Prentis continued to be influenced by 
the eighteenth-century concern for privacy.
The Williamsburg Land Tax Records and Williamsburg 
Personal Property Tax Records give indications of Joseph 
Prentis's wealth. These records show that he owned slaves 
(ranging from 8 to 12), cattle, coaches, and property 
(ranging from 8 to 24 lots, including land adjoining the 
Palace Green) from 1782 to 1 8 0 9 . ^  The clothes, china, 
glass, silver, furniture, and books inventoried after the 
death of Margaret Prentis in 1801^ and Joseph Prentis in 
1 8 0 9 ^  also provide evidence that this generation of the 
Prentis family was wealthy and had high standards of living.
Joseph and Margaret Prentis had eight children, four of 
whom —  Joseph Jr., John, Eliza, and Mary Ann —  survived to 
adulthood. Joseph Prentis, Jr. follovred in the footsteps of 
his father, graduating from William and Mary in 1801 and 
entering the legal profession. In addition to being one of 
the leading tidewater lawyers of his day, Joseph Prentis, 
Jr., served in several capacities that reflected interests 
similar to those of his father. He was appointed to the 
College's Board of Visitors in 1824. As surveyor and 
inspector of the revenue for Suffolk (appointed by President 
James Monroe in 1821) , he would have been involved in 
planning the development of Suffolk. He used his legal 
expertise for the state as a member of the Virginia Consti­
tutional Convention in 1830, and for the area in which he
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lived as clerk of the Nansemond County Court from 1838 to 
1 8 5 1 After his death in 1851, a friend said of Joseph 
Prentis that he "was a man of captivating address, excellent 
judgment, incorruptible integrity, unsurpassed purity of 
heart, and as time passed on, stood high on the roll of 
professional fame; one of whom to speak, was to praise, to 
know, was to love."^^
Information gathered from public documents thus shows 
that the Prentises were one of the wealthiest families in 
Williamsburg, that they managed a veil-known and successful 
store, and that they participated actively in civic and 
political affairs. This information fails to provide 
answers to several questions: How did the Prentises view
themselves and their place in society? Did they want and 
attempt to become socially, as well as politically, accepted 
by the gentry? Were their lives greatly influenced by the 
gentry tradition? A study of the library assembled by the 
family will help to answer these questions.
Members of the Prentis family shared a love of books 
and reading. They considered books to be important posses­
sions and valuable sources of information, as can be seen in 
their practice of giving books as gifts; the signatures and 
bookplates that indicate ownership and, in some cases, the 
date and location of purchase; and the marginalia. William 
Prentis owned several books and may have purchased books for 
his sons John, Daniel, and William,Jr., and his nephew
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Robert at the Virginia Gazette office.^6 Books once owned
by these men survive in the Webb-Prentis Collection along
with the books of Joseph Prentis, Sr., and Joseph Prentis,
Jr., that compose the majority of the collection. The
correspondence between Joseph, Sr. and Joseph, Jr. shows
that father and son believed that books were sources of
education and entertainment. In 1796 Joseph Prentis,
Sr. wrote his son from Charlottesville that
Your good health has fortunately enabled you 
to devote your attention to your books * and 
I flatter myself you are sufficiently 
c o n v i n c e d  of the great importance in 
attending to your Books, and your advance­
ment at Co H edge [sic].67
After moving to Suffolk, where he hoped to find greater 
opportunity to establish his law practice, Joseph wrote to 
his father about the books he had left behind in Williams­
burg: "I am now quite idle having no books to read, must
therefore beg the favour of you to forward mine as early as 
possible, I expect Mr. Yarborough's library is very con­
fined. ... he has heard me mention mine, and wishing they 
were here — ." Two years later, in 1807, Joseph again asked 
for books from Williamsburg, writing, "P.S. Will you please 
send me Simpson's Euclid, together with some few books still 
remaining in the press in the study which I used — #*»68 
Joseph Sr. responded by writing to his son that he put the 
requested books on the packet for Norfolk.^
Susan Riddick Prentis, Eliza Prentis Vickery Pollard, 
Mary Ann Prentis Chamberlain, and Susan Bowdoin, who helped
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raise her nieces and nephews after the death of Joseph,
Sr.'s wife Margaret in 1801, show that the love of books and
education was not restricted to the male members of the
family. On February 28, 1809, Eliza wrote her brother
Joseph, Jr. about her recent return to school:
You will perhaps wonder I am not as much 
mistress of my time now, as when you were 
here —  I will account for this, by telling 
you I am busily engaged at School —  Papa 
has permitted me to attend my old School 
Master Mr. Blackburn once more —  I am 
delighted at this opportunity of improving 
myself a little, as 1 ant truly sensible how
deficient I am in knowledge —  I attend
School three days in the week, the whole day 
—  and the next, have to prepare my lesson 
for the following day.70
Eliza, Susan Bowdoin, and Susan Riddick Prentis all gave
books as gifts to various family members, purchased books
for their own enjoyment and improvement, and discussed the
importance of education in their letters.
Before examining the books owned by the men and women 
of the Prentis family, it is necessary first to look at how 
the list of the Prentis collection was compiled. A discus­
sion of how the library was reconstructed follows in the 
next chapter, and a list of the volumes is in Appendix C.
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CHAPTER II
RECONSTRUCTING THE PRENTIS LIBRARY
The list of the Prentis family library in Appendix C 
includes both works that are extant and works that have not 
survived. The reconstructed library (composed of extant, 
lost, and unlocated titles) contains volumes in the Webb- 
Prentis Collection, volumes in the possession of Dr. Joseph 
P. Webb and family, titles found in the inventory of the 
estate of Joseph Prentis, Sr., in the Virginia Gazette Day 
Book, 1764-1766, and on a handwritten list in the family copy 
of Paradise Lost. The majority are part of a group of books 
known as the Webb-Prentis Collection. In 1978 Mrs. Blanche 
M. Webb and Dr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Webb gave the family's seven­
teenth-, eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and twentieth-century 
books to the Rare Book Department of Alderman Library at the 
University of Virginia and to the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation Research Library (now the Department of the 
Library) . The collection was divided at the beginning of 
the nineteenth century, with Colonial Williamsburg receiving 
the books from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and 
the University of Virginia receiving the books from the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The division reflects 
the fact that the Prentis family was prominent in Williams-
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burg in the eighteenth century and that the Webbs were 
closely associated with the University of Virginia from the 
second quarter of the nineteenth century on.*
All but two of the 214 titles in the portion of the 
collection located at Colonial Williamsburg have been 
included in this study. These 212 works can be divided 
into four categories: first, the volumes that were owned
only by the Prentis family; second, those that have the 
signatures, stamps, inscriptions, or bookplates of earlier 
owners in addition to indications of ownership by the 
Prentises; third, the volumes with evidence of ownership by 
people other than the Prentis family; and fourth, those that 
do not have any evidence of ownership. The majority of the 
titles at Colonial Williamsburg (159 titles, 75%) contain an 
indication of ownership —  bookplate, embossed cover, 
inscription, signature, or stamp —  by members of the 
Prentis family. Of these 159 titles, 144 appear to have 
been owned only by the Prentises since there is no evidence 
of ownership by other people. That family members indicated 
ownership in such a large portion of their books is evidence 
that they considered books to be important possessions.
Several of the books have evidence of ownership by 
people in addition to the Prentises. In some cases, it has 
been possible to determine the relationship between the 
Prentises and the person whose name appears in a particular 
volume. The family tree (see Appendix A) shows that the
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Bowdoin, McCroskey, Meade, Pollard, Riddick, and Vickery 
families were related to the Prentis family by marriage. 
Four works in the collection were owned by the Robert 
Saunders family of Williamsburg before becoming a part of 
the Prentis library. Family letters and inscriptions in the 
books are evidence of the close relationship between these 
two families.
It was a common practice to hold estate sales in the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in order to raise 
money to support surviving family members. William Prentis 
specified in his will that his estate, real and personal, 
should be sold after his wife's death, and sales were also 
held after the deaths of Joseph Prentis, Sr., and his sister 
Sarah Waters.^ Inscriptions in several of the Prentis books 
show that the Prentises purchased several books at estate 
sales: * AL Adams Sale," in [John Freind] Nine Commentaries
upon Fevers: "Purchased at Poole's Sale Jos Prentis," in
George [Gilbert] Imlay, A Topographical Description of the 
Western Territory of North America? "Jos Prentis Bought at 
the Sales of Ben Coroling Dec. 22nd., 1814," in Vicesimus 
Knox, Essays Moral and Literary? and "Bought at Gen Cohoon's 
Sale. 22 Dec. 1823," in Thomas O'Connor, An Impartial and 
Correct History of the War Between the United States of 
America and Great Britain.4 It seems likely that other 
books with signatures of Cohoon family members could also
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have been purchased at the estate sale of General Cohoon in 
December 1823.
A few volumes in the collection were first owned by 
prominent members in the Williamsburg area. These books are 
Edward Bysshe, The Art of English Poetry, Inscriptions: "Ex
Libris George Booth," "Ex Dono Chari Amici Carter Burwell." 
and "Philippe Ludwell A . D . 1735"; Cicero, Tully's Three 
Books of Offices. Bookplate: Peter Hay M.D.; [Sir Francis
Bacon,] Letters, Memoirs. Parliamentary Affairs, Bookplate: 
Philip Ludwell Lee, and Signature: Thomas Lee; [William
Shakespeare,] The Works of Shakespeare. Bookplate: Murray,
Earl of Dunmore. Unfortunately, it is not known how the 
Prentises acquired these titles, since they did not make any 
note about their acquisition in the books as they did in 
many books they purchased at estate sales or received as 
gifts.
Another group of titles contains bookplates, inscrip­
tions, signatures, and stamps of people whom I have not been
able to connect to the Prentis family. These books are
[Addison, Joseph fiLt__ai.] The Spectator. Inscrip­
tion: "William Kirby Dec. 13th 1840";
Signatures: William Logan, John Smith, and
George Smith, Jr.
The Holy Bible. Stamp: E. Carr.
Johnson, Samuel. The Rambler. Inscriptions: "Na­
thaniel Corgill Sussex 1800," and "James Murray 
Augusta Co. Va. 1872."
[Haywood, Eliza.] The Female Spectator- Inscription: 
"Elizabeth Walker her book Suffolk 24 January 1778."
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Leadbetter, Charles. Uranoscopia. Inscription: 
"William Eleye Nansemond County Virginia 1768."
[Maillet, Benoit de.] Telliamed. Signature: James
Daley.
Robertson, William. The fiiJ5.tor.y...of.Amerigfl. Signa­
ture: Charles Henderson; stamp: James Kerr.
Smith, G[eorge.J The .Laboratory: Or. School of Arts,
Inscription: "Ro. H. Fisher 1804."
[Smollett, Tobias.] Th e Ad vent ur e s. _qj£ —Rq d e r i-CX
Random. Inscription: "Lt. John Smith Landwaiter in
the Port of Bristol 1751 No. 27"; signature: Molly
Hubbard.
[Sterne, Laurence.] FThe Works of Laurence Sterne.1 
Inscription: "Ann M. Credie 1810."
An Universal History. Bookplate: Robert Gilbert.
Zeydeiaar, Ernst. Grammaixfi generals-jcflisonee Bollan- 
doise. Inscription: "Lewis Bass his book."
It is possible that Joseph Prentis, Jr., could have pur­
chased The ..Rambler, The Female. fiSpecfcatorr and Uranoscopia at 
estate sales or received them as gifts from the first owner, 
after he moved to Suffolk in Nansemond County, in 1805.
Twenty of the titles at Colonial Williamsburg do not 
contain any indication of ownership. Like the preceding 
group of books, these have been included in the Prentis 
library because the volumes are similar in their contents to 
those volumes that can be positively identified as belonging 
to the Prentises. These titles are:
Allen, Benjamin. History of the Reformation-
[Ambrose, Isaac.] Unidentified volume of sermons.
Bozman, John Leeds. A Sketch slL the History of
Maryland.
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The Book of Common Prayer (1827)•
[Briggs, Richard.] The Art of English Cookery.
[Bryant, J.] A Treatise Upon the._Auth.Piitv of the 
Scriptures*
Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope, Fourth Earl of. 
Letters Written bv the 
Dormer Stanhope.
Crutwell, Clement. The Nev Universal Gazetter.
Ingram, Richard. The Gout.
Langhorne, John. Sermons Preached Before the Honourable 
Society of Lincoln's-Inn.
Parnell, Thomas. Poems on Several Occasions.
Sharp, Samuel. A Critical Enquiry into the Present 
State cf Surgery*
Sherlock, Thomas. Several Discoveries Preached at the 
Temple Church.
Sophocles. The Tragedies of Sophocles.
The Southern Literary Messenger.
[United States Congress.] The Constitutions of the 
SfiVfiLral .Independent .States of America*
[Virginia Convention, 1788.] Debates and Other 
Proceedings...Qf the .■CcnyentiQn of Virginia*
Washington, George. Epistles Domestic, Confidential, 
and Official from General Washington.
The Rare Book Department of the Alderman Library at the 
University of Virginia has 305 titles from the Webb-Prentis 
Collection, and I decided to look at ninety-three of these 
in order to determine which ones would be included in 
my study.^ Eighty of these are included in the list of the 
Prentis library. The majority of these books, sixty-five, 
do not contain any information about ownership, and they are
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included because it cannot be determined whether they are 
Prentis books or Webb books. On the whole, these volumes 
are similar to the other volumes that can be identified as 
belonging to the Prentises. There are, however, several 
that do not seem to belong with the other books in the 
collection. These books are
Chapman, Nathaniel. Discourses on the Elements of 
Therapeutics and Materia Medica.
Dunglison, Robley. A New Dictionary of Medical
Science,and Literature.
Steel, John H. An Analysis of the Mineral Waters -
Wistar, Caspar. A System of Anatomy for the Use of 
Students of Medicine.
These volumes concerned with science and medicine are more
technical than the guides to family medicine that were
commonly owned by Virginians of the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries.
Only fifteen of the eighty titles at the University of 
Virginia can be included with certainty on the list of the 
Prentis library. Nine works contain evidence of ownership 
by the family:
Fenelon, Mr. [Francis Salignac] De La Motte. The 
Adventures of Telemachus. Embossed Cover: M.S.
Prentis•
Mason, William. A Spiritual Treasury for the Children 
of God, Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin.
M'Cabe, John Collins. Scraps. Inscription: "Joseph
Prentis Suffo 23 Dec 1836 a present from the 
author•"
More, Hannah. Strictures on the Modern System of 
Female Education. Inscription: "Jos Prentis Bought
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the 26th Feb* 1810* from a purchaser at the Sale of 
Edwd Allen."
Noy, William. XJbLfi— Principle Grounds and Maxims. 
Bookplates Peter B. Prentis, Suffolk, Va.
Paley, William. The Principles of Moral and Political 
Philosoph y . Bookplate: Joseph Prentis junior
Williamsburg, Virginia; Inscriptions "Joseph 
Prentis junior. William and Mary College July 18th 
1800."
Raleigh, Walter. A Mew History of England. Book­
plate: William Prentis; Signatures William
Prentis•
[Rundell, Maria Eliza Ketelby.] A New System of 
Domestic Cookery. Inscriptions "Joseph Prentis 
Wmsburg."
Sanderson, John. Biographies of the Signers to the 
Declaration of Independence. Inscription: "Joseph
Prentis Suffolk."
Three volumes complete sets at Colonial Williamsburg:
[Thomas Bridges,] A_Purlesque Translation of Homer: Clement
Crutwell, The New Universal Gazetter; and Sophocles, The
Tragedies of Sophocles,6 The final three titles —  George
Fowler, The Wandering Philanthropist: Mary Hays, Female
Biflgxapiiy; and Lindley Murray, English Grammar —  appear on
three lists of Prentis books (to be discussed below), and
the existence of these three titles (in addition to the
existence of other works on these lists) provides evidence
that all the titles on these lists should be included in the
reconstructed library.
Sixteen volumes from the Prentis family library are in 
the possession of Dr. Joseph P. Webb and his family.^ 
Twelve of these contain an indication of ownership by
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immediate members of the family. Two more works —  [John 
Wolcot], The Poetical Works of Peter Pindar. Esq^ . Inscrip­
tions: "Robert H. Fisher Havana November 25th, 1801 Price 
$0.42" and "R. H. Fisher Kingston Jamaica October 12thf
1801;" and Eutropius, Eutroppii breviarium historiae
Romanae. Inscription: "Samuel Cohoon May 25th 177
and Signatures: Edward Riddick, Josiah Riddick, and John
Cohoon —  have evidence of ownership by people whose names 
appear in other volumes in the Prentis library. The 
combination of names in the work by Eutropius suggests that 
the Riddick and the Cohoon families nay have known each other, 
and it is possible that Susan Caroline Riddick had these 
books and others first owned by the Cohoons and Riddicks in 
her possession when she married Joseph Prentis, Jr., in 
1810. The inscription "M.B.S. to S.B." in Samuel Johnson, 
Johnson1s Dictionary of the English Language in Miniature, 
may have been from Marianna Barbara Saunders, wife of Robert 
Saunders, to Susan Bowdoin. Although the copy of the Hymns 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the possession of the 
Webb family does not have any indication of ownership, it is 
not an unlikely addition to this library in view of the 
family's other books on religion and religious subjects.
After Joseph Prentis, Sr. died on June 18, 1809, an
D
inventory of his estate was taken.0 This inventory includes 
a list of seventy-five books that proved useful in recon­
structing the Prentis family library in three ways. First,
44
thirty-five titles from the inventory are not extant, and 
their existence is known only from this inventory. A 
notation by Joseph Prentis, Jr.# provides information about 
what happened to these books. On July 13, 1837, he wrote 
that "the dreadful Conflagration on the 3& June 1837, by 
which my buildings were destroyed render [sic] it impossible 
for me to say whether the books preserved will agree with 
the list."9 The list to which he referred was entitled 
"Catalogue of Books Which Belong to the Est[ate] of my 
father with their appraised Value which remained unsold.
It appears that these thirty-five titles were either sold 
between 1809 and 1837 or were lost in a fire.
Second, this list makes it possible to include volumes 
in the Prentis collection that do not have any indication of 
ownership by the family. Four such books are [Daniel 
Horsmanden], A Journal of the Proceedings in the Detection 
of the Conspiracy; John Tillotson, The Works of the HQJsLt 
Reverend Dr. John Tillotson (1712); John Tillotson, The 
Works of the Most Reverend Dr. John Tillotson (1714); 
and [John Wolcot], The Poetical Works of Peter Pindar, Esar*
Third, the estate inventory indicates that Joseph 
Prentis, Sr., owned several volumes in which he did not 
indicate ownership. These volumes are Thomas Brown, The 
Works of Mr. Thomas Brown: Cicero, Tally's Three Books of 
Offices; Matthew Prior, Poems QH.,..Sjsyer al Occasions? The 
Chevalier [Andrew Michael] Ramsay, The Travels of Cyrus: and
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the Tillotson volumes mentioned above. Bookplates in the 
volumes by Brown and Prior show ownership by John Prentis, 
and the plate in Ramsay's work shows ownership by William 
Prentis (This William Prentis could be Joseph Sr.'s brother 
or his cousin, but probably not his father since this work 
was published in 1765, the year in which William Sr. died.) 
Unfortunately it is not known how Joseph Prentis, Sr., 
acquired these volumes from members of his family.
The Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-17 66 contains
references to fourteen works that the Prentises purchased at 
the Virginia Gazette office. It is not known if these books 
were purchased for sale at the Prentis Store or for the 
family's enjoyment. There is evidence that some, if not 
all, did make their way into the Prentis house. One title, 
John Ray's The Wisdom of God, is extant, and two others, 
Farriers Dictionary and [Charles Johnstone] , The Reverie, 
appear on Joseph Prentis, Sr.'s estate inventory. Because 
of this evidence, all of the titles found in the extant 
records from the Virginia Gazette office have been included 
in this study.
The final source of information for the reconstruction 
of the Prentis collection is a list of titles found in the 
surviving copy of Paradise Lost. This list is not signed, 
initialed, or dated; it may have been written by a Prentis 
family member or by someone who was not a member of the 
family.11 The "Paradise Lost List" does not include the
full title and author of the volumes on the list; instead, 
the volumes are referred to by short title or a combination 
of a short title and author's name. Examples of these 
references are "The Art of English Poetry," "System of 
Divinity," and "Thornton's Progress and Commentary." Of the 
twenty-two works on this list, there are copies of nine at 
Colonial Williamsburg and one at the University of Vir­
ginia. With the help of the OCLC (Online Computer Library 
Center) Cataloging System, Charles Evans's American Bibli­
ography. National Union Catalog, and the Britlfill Museum 
General Catalogue of Printed_Books_to 1P55. I have been able 
to identify author and complete title for three additional 
works on the list. These works —  James Beattie, An Essay 
on the Nature and Immutability of Truth? John Flavel, A 
Saint Indeed. Or. the Great Work a Christian; and James 
Greenwood, The Philadelphia Vocabulary. English and Latin —  
would not have been out of place in the Prentis library 
because of the family's strong religious feelings and their 
volumes on Latin language and literature. Since I was able 
to identify title and author for the greater portion of the 
books on the "Paradise Lost List," all the volumes from this 
list are included on the comprehensive list of the recon­
structed Prentis library.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER II
^The Webb-Prentis Collection was not divided exactly at 
the year 1800: Colonial Williamsburg has some nineteenth-
century volumes, and the University of Virginia has some 
eighteenth-century volumes. For information about the 
connection between the Webb family and the University of 
Virginia, see "Lineage."
2William Wirt, Sketches of the Life and Character of 
Patrick Henry, Third Edition, Corrected by the Author, 
Philadelphia: Printed by William Brown and Published by
James Webster, 1818 was not included because it contains the 
signature of Robert H. Webby and Graham1s Magazinef Phila­
delphia: George R. Graham, Vols. 36 (1851) -48 (1853) was
not included because the volumes owned by the Prentis family 
were published after 1851, the cut off date for inclusion in 
this study.
o
JSee York County Records, Wills and Inventories 
(21) 241-245 for the will of William Prentis, Sr.; Peter 
P. Causey Papers, Swem Library, College of William and Mary 
for the will of Joseph Prentis, Sr.; William Prentis to 
Joseph Prentis, Sr., 26 July 1801, Webb-Prentis Papers, 
Alderman Library, University of Virginia, for discussion of 
the estate sale of Sarah Waters.
*In this section, the books will be referred to by 
short title; for complete listing of titles and authors of 
the reconstructed library, see Appendrix C.
^Ninety-three titles were chosen because they were 
published before 1851.
^These volumes do complete sets at Colonial Williams­
burg, but like the volumes at the University of Virginia, 
the Colonial Williamsburg volumes do not have any indication 
of ownership.
^After the Webb-Prentis Collection was appraised in 
1978 , Dr. Webb requested that some of the volumes be 
returned to him.
p
°Inventory of the Estate of Joseph Prentis, Sr., Peter 
P. Causey Papers, Swem Library, College of William and Mary.
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Q
^Joseph Prentis, Jr. , Memorandum, 13 July 1837, 
Webb-Prentis Papers, Alderman Library, University of 
Virginia.
10Ibid.
11The copy of Edward Hazen's Popular Technology (one of 
the titles on the Paradise Lost List) that is in the Prentis 
Collection was published in 1842, so it is possible that 
Joseph Sr., his wife Susan Caroline, their sons Peter B. and 
John B., his sister Eliza Prentis Vickery Pollard, or his 
brother John Prentis could have written the list.
CHAPTER III
THE PRENTIS LIBRARY
The 367 works in the Prentis collection were published
between 1683 and 1850, and deal with a wide range of
subjects. Because of the size and diversity of this
library, by examining the books in topical groups we can
gain a fuller understanding of the collection as a whole,
note differences in books owned by men and women, and
surmise whether or not the Prentises tried to use their
books as visible signs of their wealth. Twelve categories














Although a system of categories is invaluable to a study of 
a large collection of books, classification poses two 
problems. First, some books fall into the Miscellaneous 
category because the title, author, or both could not be
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identified; second, the assignment is inexact in that some 
titles do not readily fit into any of the groupings and 
others belong in more than one category.
In "Private Libraries in Colonial Virginia" George 
K. Smart wrote that the books on practical arts and know­
ledge enabled individuals of the twentieth century to "come 
closer to the everyday lives of the people concerned than we 
might in any other way. These books must certainly have 
been the most frequently consulted of all, for they indicate 
a limitless desire to receive information in the everyday 
matters so important in life."^ The volumes in this 
category provide information about the daily lives of the 
Prentises that books in the other categories do not convey: 
Joseph Sr.'s role in household activities; their interest in 
gardening; their concern about health and the role death 
played in their lives; and the attention that they paid to 
the care of horses.
Works on domesticity, gardening, medicine, and farriery 
fall under the heading of Practical Knowledge. Seven titles 
in this category are concerned with domestic economy, 
cooking, and marriage, and only one, The Virginia House­
wife. Or Methodical Cook, by Mary Randolph, has indication 
of ownership by a woman, Susan Riddick Prentis. This is 
unusual since these duties are almost always associated with 
women. Joseph Sr. owned four books on domestic subjects:
Curtain Lectures: or. Matrimonial Misery Displayed.
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[Rundel1, Maria Eliza Ketelby.] A New System of 
Domestic Cookery.
, Salmon, Mr. [Thomas.] An Essay Concerning 
Marriag.fi»
Willich, Anthony Florian Madinger. The Domestic 
Encyclopedia*
The handwritten table of contents in A New System of 
Domestic Cookery is evidence that Prentis used this cook­
book • This suggests that he also assumed many of the 
household duties after the death of his wife. One would 
expect the Prentis women to have owned a greater number of 
books on domestic subjects, especially in the nineteenth 
century, when "how to books,” such as Catherine Beecher's &. 
Treatise on Domestic Economy (1841), that instructed women 
on how to run their households efficiently and to rear and 
educate their children enjoyed great popularity.
One of Joseph Prentis's interests was gardening, and he 
recorded what, where, and when he planted. Two of his 
record books survive, "The Monthly Kalendar 1775-1779" and 
his "Garden Book, March 1784-February 1788." Five books
also reflect his interest in gardening and planting:
Gardiner, John and David Hepburn. The American 
Gardner.
Miller, Philip. The Gardner's Dictionary,
Miller, Philip. The Gardner's Kalendar.
Museum rusticum et commerciale:__Or. Select Papers
on Agriculture. Commerce. Arts, and Manufac­
turer*
[Young, Arthur.] -Rural Oeconomy.
It is possible that Joseph Jr. used these books because 
it is known from family letters that he also had a garden. 
In 1827 Joseph III wrote his sister Margaret Susan that "our
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Garden has been very much improved since you left us indeed 
papa has gone to some expense about it. And it looks very 
Pretty we have some flowers in bloom and expect to have a
o
Good assortment of herbs and vegetables•"
The presence of books about medicine and the preser­
vation of health in many Virginian libraries, especially in 
the tidewater area, reflects a great concern about these 
subjects. Disease and the resulting demographic instability
disrupted family life in Virginia during the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries. In 1806 Joseph Sr. wrote that he 
hoped that he would live long enough to form his daughters' 
minds and see them reach their majority, and that his death 
would not greatly disrupt their lives. Two years after his 
father's death, Joseph Jr. wrote that it had caused a 
"thorough revolution in the family."* Joseph Jr. decided 
that it was not safe for his sisters to remain in Williams­
burg, and after selling the Green Hill property and many of 
the household objects, he moved his sisters to his house in 
Suffolk
In addition to an unbound pocket notebook and a 
leather-bound book containing handwritten medical remedies, 
the family owned several printed volumes on medicine and 
health:
Armstrong, John. The Art of Preserving Health: A
Poem*
Buchan, William. Domestic Medicine? Or the Family 
Physician, 2 copies.
[Cornaro, Lewis.] Sure and Certain Methods of
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Attaining a Long and Healthy Life.
Cullen, William. First Lines of the* Prantinp nf Physio
[Freind, John.] Nine Commentaries Upon Fevers.
Gardiner, John. An Inquiry Into the Nature. Cause, and 
Cure of the Gout.
Ingram, Richard. The Gout.
Sharp, Samuel. A Critical Enquiry Into the Present
State of Surgery .
Turner, Daniel. The Art of Surgery.
The works by Buchan, Cornaro, and Cullen, and the hand­
written remedies provided general information about health 
care to the Prentises. The volumes by Gardiner and Ingram 
conveyed specific information about gout to Joseph Sr., who 
probably suffered from that painful ailment. His inscrip­
tion, "Huzza! Huzzal Gout cured by Salt Herrings. See the
Case of Wm. Richardson pa 209," in Gardiner's work supports
the supposition. As noted in the previous chapter, other, 
more technical books on medicine are included on the 
list of the reconstructed library, but they are not dis­
cussed here because it is unlikely that the Prentises owned 
these volumes. It is interesting that in spite of owning, 
annotating, and consulting their books on health care and 
medicine, the Prentises still adhered to the seventeenth- 
century notion that an illness could "season" one and help 
to prevent further sickness. This is evident in a letter 
Joseph Jr. received from his sister Eliza, in which she 
wrote, "I was sincerely sorry to hear of the illness of my 
dear Sister [Susan Riddick Prentis, Joseph Jr.'s wife], but 
I hope it will be the means of keeping her well, during the 
summer•
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Works on farriery and the care of horses were fre­
quently found in eighteenth-century libraries. These 
volumes were practical and useful because many Virginians 
depended on their horses for transportation. Books on these 
subjects had an additional significance for the gentry 
because they are related to the great importance that this 
class attached to their horses as an expression of their 
wealth and status. On horseback, the rider looked down upon 
those around him and commanded respect from those who looked 
up at him. The great planters also used horse racing/ 
gambling/ and the social rituals associated with these 
contests to increase their wealth at the same time that 
these activities helped them to enforce their dominant 
position in society.^ Joseph Sr. owned four books on the 
care of horses:
Bartlett, John. The Gentleman's Farriery:___QjLc ft
Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Horses.
Bracken, Henry. Farriery Improved:__Qju_a CQfflpleafc
Treatise Upon the Art of Farriery. 
Farrier's Pictionary* 
Gibson, w[illiam.] The Farrier's New Guide.
With the exception of Farrier's Dictionary, the existence of 
these titles is known only from the estate inventory of 
Joseph Sr., and therefore it cannot be determined if the 
volumes by Bartlett, Bracken, and Gibson had been owned by 
other family members and used as symbols of a wish to 
become accepted as part of the gentry class. From estate 
inventories one learns that William Sr. had five horses, a 
cart and harness, and a chariot and two harnesses, and that
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fthis wife Mary owned a side saddle. Robert Prentis had five 
horses and eight wheels in 1783, and Joseph Sr. had two 
horses in the same year.** It appears that the volumes on 
farriery served a practical function for the Prentises, but, 
unfortunately, this information does not allow one to state 
with authority whether they hoped or tried to make a social 
statement through these volumes and their horses.
The books that fall into the Education category are 
concerned with language, arithmetic, and general plans of 
instruction. Works on grammar and language, along with 
dictionaries, were commonly found in eighteenth-century 
libraries,10 including the Prentises1. Two Latin grammar 
books, an English-Latin dictionary, and a Greek-English 
lexicon are evidence that family members received the 
grammatical instruction that would have allowed them to read 
ancient Greek and Latin. Two additional works —  Abel
Boyer, Boyer's Royal Dictionary Abridged in Two Parts. I_«_
French and English. IX. English, and.-Frenchr and Ernst
Zeydelaar, Grammaire generale raisonee Hollandoise —  
show the family's curiosity about foreign languages. 
English grammar, spelling, the improvement of reading and 
speaking habits, and the acquisition of new languages are 
the subjects of twelve books:
[Campbell, Archibald.] Lexiphones. a Dialogue. 
Imitated from Lucian, and Suited to the Present 
Times: Being an Attempt to Restore the English
Tongue to Its Ancient Purity.
Clarke, John. The Rational Spelling Book.
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Dufief, Nicholas Gouin. Nature Displayed, in Her Mode 
of Teaching Danauage to Jlan.
Enfield, William. The Speaker   With a View to
Facilitate the Improvement of Youth in Reading and 
Speak ing.
Hazen, Edward. A Practical Grammar of the English 
Language.
Johnson, Samuel. A Dictionary of the English Lang­
uage.
Johnson, Samuel. Johnson's Dictionary of the English 
Language in Miniature.
Murray, Lindley. English Exercises. Adapted to
Murray's English Grammar.
Murray, Lindley. English Grammar. 2 Copies.
Walker, John. A Critical Pronouncing Dict,ionar,v_,_and 
Expositor of the English Language. 2 copies.
Five of these titles —  Clarke, Hazen, one copy of Johnson's
dictionary, and Murray's exercises —  were owned by women.
Only three of the above works —  Campbell, Enfield, and one
copy of Murray' grammar —  are known to have been owned by
men.
Although men and women owned volumes that outlined 
systems of education, a difference can be seen in the type 
of education advocated for each sex. On the whole, the 
inscriptions and bookplates of the Prentis women are found 
in the books that lay out a general plan of education 
intended to provide instruction in polite learning and 
genteel behavior, as well as an introduction to academic 
subjects such as reading, writing, and English grammar. But 
as one can see from the following group of titles, there is 
an exception:
[Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope, 4th Earl of.] 
Principles of Politeness and of Knowing the World.
[Dodsley, Robert.] The Preceptor: Containing a
General Course of Education.
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Fraser, Donald. The Columbia Monitor: Being a
Pleasant and Easy Guide to Useful Knowledge.
Genlis, Countess de. The Theatre of Education,
More, Hannah. Strictures on the Modern System ..of
Female Education.
Fraser's guide was intended to provide "useful knowledge" to
its readers. Although the title does not include a phrase
such as "written for women," the subtitle and chapter
headings indicate that Fraser did write with women in mind.
The phrases, "Being a Pleasant and Easy Guide," "Religious
Dialogues," "A Short and Easy Introduction to English
Grammar," and "Entertaining and Moral D i a l o g u e s , s h o w
that the work was designed to be not too difficult for women
and that it would include instruction in matters in which a
woman was expected to be knowledgeable. The course of
education proposed in Dodsley's The Preceptor contrasts with
that in The Columbia Monitor in that its purpose was to
"try the genius" and advance the instruction of youth in
such subjects as arithmetic, logic, architecture, natural
1 o
history, law, government, and commerce. * Inscriptions show 
that Joseph Sr. acquired the two volumes by Dodsley in 
1770 and gave them to his daughter Eliza in 1805. The facts 
that Eliza received Dodsley's work from her father and that 
he allowed her to return to her schoolmaster for additional 
instruction (see Chapter I) suggest that Joseph Sr. be­
lieved women capable of being educated in areas other than 
those —  embroidery, genteel behavior, and basic English
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grammar —  in which Virginia women customarily received 
instruction*
The educational works owned by men provided them with 
knowledge of arithmetics
Euclid. The Elements of Euclid,
Penning, Daniel. The British Youth's Instructor. Or* a 
New and Easy Guide to Practical Arithmetic.
Fisher, Geolrge]. Arithmetick in the Plainest .and 
Most Concise Methods Hitherto Extant,
Fletcher, Thomas, trans. Arithmetick Made So Easy.
Watts. Isaac. Logick; Or* the Right Use of Reason,
2 copies.
Wingate, Edmund. A Plain and Familiar Method for
Attaining the Knowledge And Practice of Common
Arthmetic.
It is not surprising to find books about arithmetic "Ap­
prov'd of, by the Most Eminent Accomptants" (Fisher), that 
promised to acquaint a person "with Every Thing Necessary to 
the Knowledge of Business" (Fenning) among the works owned 
by the Prentises,^ but it is surprising that, with the 
exception of Wingate's volume, these works were owned by 
Joseph Sr. and Joseph Jr., not the men who managed the 
store. Perhaps William Sr. did not rely upon textbooks 
when he instructed his sons John and William Jr. and his 
nephew Robert in the operation of the family business. One 
would also expect one of the Prentises associated with the 
store to have been the owner of Daniel Defoe's The Complete 
English Tradesman a volume that praised the mer­
chant's trade and way of life. This work was listed on the 
estate inventory of Joseph Sr.
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The works on Government and Law fall into two groups: 
practical legal works and political philosophy. Three 
members of the family —  Joseph Sr., Joseph Jr., and Joseph 
Jr.'s son Peter —  were lawyers. The Prentis library 
contains nine works that these men could have studied while 
they were preparing for their legal careers:
The Attorney's Complete Pocket-Book.
Cicero. Tully's Three Books of Offices.
Croke, Sir George. The First Part fThrough...Last
Publish'tl of the Reports of Sr. George Croke
Kt. Late One of the Justices of the Court of King's 
Bench.
[England. Court of Chancery.] A General Abridgment 
of Cases in Equity.
[Virginia. Convention 1788.] Debates and Other
Proceedings.
[Virginia. Court of Appeals.] Reports of Cases
Decided.
[Virginia. General Assembly.] The Acts of Assembly.
[Virginia. General Convention.] Journal. Acts, and 
Proceedings.
Unidentified volume on British law.
While these volumes provided an introduction to law, and a 
knowledge of cases that could be cited as precedents, the 
events leading to the Revolution supplied a thorough 
education in law and political theory to the Prentises, 
especially Joseph Sr., who was studying law during the years 
prior to the Revolution. They were exposed to debates and 
arguments in newspapers and pamphlets on the tyranny of 
Great Britain, the rights of the colonies, and the issue of 
independence. Although the Non-Importation Associations 
proved harmful to the store, the Prentises, with the except­
ion of Robert, believed that the colonies should be indepen­
dent. In addition, several volumes show that the family was
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interested in the development of the federal government 
and in national politics:
The American's Guide:__ Comprising the Declaration of
Independence s Articles of Confederation? and the
Constitution of the United States.
Monroe, James. A View of the Conduct of the Executive 
in the Foreign Affairs of the United States.
[United States Congress.] The Constitutions of the 
Several Independent States of America? the Declara­
tion of Independence: the Articles of Confederation 
Between the Said States.
Letters between Joseph Sr. and Joseph Jr. also reveal 
their interest in their country and its future. The 
deteriorating relationship between Great Britain and the 
United States during the first years of the nineteenth 
century was for them a subject of great concern. While both 
men hoped that the differences could be settled peacefully, 
they would stand behind their country if the result were 
war. Joseph Sr. wrote in 1807, "I had hoped to never to 
have witnessed again the alarms of War with its dreadful 
Evils, but to have enjoyed in the remnant of my days peace 
and tranquility [.] But if it must be so, my Services and 
even my Life shall be offered to my Country."14 Joseph 
Jr. expressed similar sentiments in 1809 when he asked, 
"What think you of the present political aspect? g[l]oomy 
indeed are our prospects, yet in times like these, the man 
is unworthy of the American character who will not cheerful 
[torn] submit, and bear up with present privations for his 
Country's good.... I must apply to the President, for a 
commission, and go into Service. So satisfied am I that
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there will be war, and that applications will be numerous, 
I may be prevented from getting in command."15
The Prentises owned six works concerned with political 
philosophy:
Beccaria, Cesare Bonesana, marchese di. An Essay on 
Crimes and Punishments.
Mandeville, Bernard. Fable of the Bees:__ On,_Private
Vices^. Public .Benefits*
Raynal, Abbe• The Revolution of America.
Sidney, Algernon. Discourses Concerning Government. 2 
copies.
Volney, Count Franpois de. The Ruins. Or. a Survey of 
the Revolutions of Empires.
David Lundberg and Henry F. May see Beccaria, Raynal, and 
Volney as spokesmen for the "radical Enlightenment" who 
"looked for a sweeping and fundamental change in institu­
tions, on the basis of a new and radical conception of human 
nature."15 Beccaria believed that "every authority of one 
man, or a body of men, over another for which there was no 
absolute necessity, was tyrannical."1^ Raynal stated that 
it was necessary for America "to eschew luxury and com­
merce," and "remove from her constitutions the archaic 
remnants of English checks and balances," in order to 
"maintain the innocence and virtue associated with the early 
Roman republic."1® Volney*s work conveys a "philosophic 
view of the causes of the ruin of empires." His "thesis is 
that the basic disaster is the abandonment of natural 
religion."1  ^ Volney, a deist, "held the perfectibility of 
man" as his "central tenet. This great truth ... had been 
hidden from mankind by the sinister alliance of priests and
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kings, whose chief reliance had always been the absurd 
doctrine of original sin."2® Mandeville believed that 
private vices produced public benefits, but, as Gordon 
S. Wood has pointed out, "while some men of the eighteenth 
century could see public virtue arising out of the individual's
pride and need for approbation, few endorsed Mandeville's
21paradoxical view." Mandeville also falls into the category 
of the English deists "who took part in the celebrated 
polemical argument with Christianity in the early part of 
the century."22 The set of "Commonwealth and Radical Whigs" 
is represented by Sidney, the most popular of the seven­
teenth-century Commonwealth writers,2  ^ for whom the ideal 
society was characterized by the greatest diffusion of 
liberty, with "the power held by the people."2* Joseph 
Sr. also read political essays and pamphlets in The American
Museums Or Repository Of -Ancient .and Modern..F..ugitivfi
Pieces. &c. Prose and Poetical and The American Museum. Or.
Universal Magazine:__ Containing Essays on Agriculture...zr
Commerce —  Manufacturing —  Politics —  Morals and Manners, 
compiled and printed by Mathew Carey. Carey reprinted 
Thomas Paine's Common Sense in its entirety, along with 
other lengthy political works of republican tenor.2^
Although these works on political philosophy and theory 
from the Enlightenment differ in tone and in the extent to 
which they advocated change, an eighteenth-century reader 
such as Joseph Sr. could find in each of them support for
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the colonies' contention that they should be independent of 
Great Britain* It is interesting that a merchant family
owned Mandeville's work with its capitalistic overtones.
They also owned two volumes —  Mandeville and Volney —  that 
expressed deistical views and attacked conventional mora­
lity, and this is unusual because, as will be seen below, 
religion and morality were important to the family.
The works on law, government, and political theory in 
the Prentis collection reflect the fact that Joseph Sr. and 
Joseph Jr. believed that the colonies had been justified in 
rejecting Great Britain's authority. Family letters and the 
volumes owned by Joseph Jr. do not reflect any shift from 
his father's interest in and support of the federal govern­
ment. The absence of works by political theorists such as 
Locke, Montesquieu, Machiavelli, Hobbes, and others whose 
writings were consulted by Americans for political and legal 
guidance should be noted. Other titles one could expect to 
find in a Virginia lawyer's library, (but are not a part of 
the Prentis collection) are
Dalton,[ •] Justice of the Peac£*
Keeble,[ •] Ccu atry Justice*
Mercer, John. Abridgement of All the Public Acts of 
Assembly*
Webb, George. The Office and Authority of a Justice of 
the Peace.
These works were printed in Virginia and commonly found in 
private libraries.26 Finally, it should be noted that law, 
government, and political theory were looked upon as 
subjects with which only the men in the Prentis family
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needed to be concerned; not one of these volumes contains 
any indication of ownership by a woman.
The Prentises* interest in philosophy extended to works 
on moral philosophy and practice:
[Allestree, Richard.] The Whole Duty of M an, 2 
copies•
Beattie, James. An Essay on the Nature and Immutabi­
lity of Truth.
Dodd, William. Sermons to Young Men. 2 copies.
[Dodsley, Robert.] The Economy of Human Life.
[Duch£, Jacob.] Observations on a Variety o£__Sub jects. 
Literary. Moral and Religious.
Fordyce, David. The Elements of Moral Philosophy.
Fordyce, James. Sermons to Young Women.
Paley, William. The Principles of Moral and Political 
Philosophy.
The Portrait of Life. Or the Various Effects of Virtue 
and Vice Delineated.
Stretch, L.M. The Beauties of History: Or. Pictures of 
Virtue and Vice. Drawn from Real Life.
Warner, Ferdo. A System of Divinity and Morality.
Beattie's work was written "as an answer to Hume and to the 
all-too-ready acceptance that his works were receiving by 
those who should have been more attentive to the destruction 
of Christianity that Beattie saw as the major purpose of 
Hume's writings."27 Dodsley's The Economy of Human Life "is 
composed of precepts, maxims, and aphorisms arranged under 
many heads.... The sayings seem to be more or less imita­
tions of those in the wisdom literature of the Old Testa­
ment, and the compendium doubtless gained in authority 
from its resemblance to the Book of Proverbs."2® Dodd's 
Sermons and Fordyce's Sermons laid out guidelines for proper 
conduct and emphasized the importance of virtue.
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It is interesting that the Prentis men owned more 
volumes on morality and conduct than the women. This is 
unusual because instruction in moral practice, as in 
religion, was usually viewed as woman's work. Although 
his wife's sister, Susan Bowdoin, moved to Williamsburg to 
help raise his children after he became a widower, it 
appears that Joseph Sr. felt it his duty to instruct his 
children in morality, and he often used letters as a means 
of instilling values. In 1805 he wrote Joseph Jr., "yet in 
point of honesty, integrity, and veracity, and other virtues 
that adorn the human character, you were inferior to none. 
These are the jewels my Jos of inestimable price that will 
ever adorn your station in Life, and I trust in God, no
9 Qcircumstances will induce you to relinquish them." In his 
will Joseph Sr. discussed virtue and how he had raised his 
children:
my children have all of them been educated 
in virtuous habits, and it has been more an 
object with me to instil[1] into their minds 
a proper sense of their duty towards their 
god, and towards man, than to acquire wealth 
for their disposal. The one is a never 
f a i l i n g  source of delight, the other 
fleeting and transitory.... Hold fast those 
virtuous principles already inculcated on 
your hearts; nor suffer the least deviation 
from the principles of Integrity and 
honesty. Recur to the many letters you have 
received from me, replete with advice 
calculated to make you men of honesty and 
integrity.*50
A letter from 1806 is evidence of the success of Joseph 
Sr.'s teachings. Joseph Jr. wrote his father that
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I am at this time poor, but thank God have 
good health, industry, and a contented and 
willing mind —  with these ingredients, and 
the correct principles of right and wrong 
inculcated upon my early mind, by yourself.
...his Advice and Admonitions to his child 
shall never be obliterated, and his every 
action thr'o life, shall be governed by 
those principles of morality and good 
conduct whdLch are the result of a virtuous 
education.
The Prentises, like other Virginians, did not look to 
philosophers for guidance in matters concerning morality.^ 
Instead, they received instruction in this area from volumes 
such as Allestree's The Whole Duty of Man and Fordyce’s
Sermons to Young Womenf letters, and examples of family
/
members•
Smart stated that the Bible "was of course by far the
most popular single book in the Colonies, and probably the
most influential. In Virginia it is the one book everyone
owned.... Associated with the Bible in most libraries are a
series of commentaries, concordances, and devotional works,
which next to the great work itself were the most popular
books in all Colonial Virginia." He also found that it was
"difficult to infer any religious orthodoxy" or any "particular pre-
doroinanoe of Church of England divinity" from the libraries that he 
33studied. While the Prentis library illustrates Smart's statement 
about the popularity and variety of religious works in Virginia, it 
also provides evidence that is contrary to his assessment of the influ­
ence of church teaching. A large part of the Prentises' volumes on
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religious subjects are Bibles and works associated with the Bible, 
the established church of colonial Virginia, and its successor, the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. These titles include
[Allestree, Richard.] The Whole Duty of Man:__ Laid
Down in a Plain and Familiar Way for the Use of All.
but Especially the Meanest Reader. Divided into
XVII Chapters. One Whereof Being Read Every Lord's 
Day * the Whole May Be Read Over. Thrice in a Year. 2 
copies.
The Holy Bible, Containing the Old and New Testaments.
The Christian's New and Complete Family Bible. 2 
copies•
The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The Holy Bible, Containing the Old and New Testaments.
The Book of Common Prayer, According to the Use of the 
Church of England.
The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the 
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church, According to the Use of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 8 
copies•
Bryant, Jacob. A Treatise Upon the Authority of the 
Scriptures.
Burkitt, William. Expository Notes, with Practical 
Observations on the New Testament.
Hymns of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America. 2 copies.
Jameson, Robert. A Critical and Practical Exposition 
of the Pentateuch, with Notes.
Journal of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Virginia.
Lewis, John. The Church Catechism Explained.
Nelson, Robert. A Companion for the Festivals and 
Fasts of the Church of England.
Wilmer, William. The Episcopal Manual. Being Intended 
as a Summary Explanation of the Doctrine. Disci-
pi ine * and Worship of the Brotestant Episcopal 
Church*
The Book of Common Prayer had influenced those who read or 
heard its words since the sixteenth century, when church
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services based on this work "had been given their vernacular
shape#" and it
expressed strongly an ethos of English 
Christian gentility. The appointed set of 
words, read in the midst of a community 
ranged in order of precedence# continuously 
evoked postures of deference and submis­
sion. Liturgy and church plan thus readily 
combined to offer a powerful representation 
of a structured# hierarchical community.34
Rhys Isaac found that church services in colonial Virginia 
also served to represent a structured# hierarchical commun­
ity dominated by the gentry to a greater extent than they 
served to inculcate piety and religious teachings . 33 This 
echoes a; statement by Wesley M. Gewehr in The Great Awaken­
ing in Virginia. 174Q - 179Q: "It is generally admitted
that the Virginia Establishment, as a spiritual factor in 
the life of the colony in the eighteenth century# was a 
failure. For one thing# it contented itself with serving 
only one social group# namely the planter class. Even with 
them it had little influence in a spiritual way# and they 
had little respect for either the Sabbath or the Church."3€ 
The religious revival# led by the Baptists and later by 
the Methodists# challenged the gentry-dominated church and 
society# and "the popular style and appeal of the Baptist 
church found its most powerful and visible expression in the 
richness of its rituals# again a total contrast to the 
Prayer Book reading of the colonial Church of England."3^
During the years of religious upheaval and transfor­
mation in Virginia# the Prentises were not attracted to the
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Baptists or any other evangelical sect. The fact that 
three generations of Prentis men and women continued to buy 
and annotate works associated with the established church 
during the colonial period and with the Episcopal church in 
later years is evidence that the Bible, the Book of Common 
Prayer, and related works provided spiritual guidance to the 
Prentises. Three titles in the collection are related to 
other religious groups:
Clarkson, Thomas. A Portraiture _of Quakerism.
Sale, George, trans. The Koran, Commonly Called the 
Alcoran of Mohammed.
Wesley, John. Explanatory Notes Upon the New Test­
ament.
It is not known if these volumes belonged to the Prentises 
or the Webbs because they do not contain any indication of 
ownership. The entry "Christian^ Duty" on the inventory of 
Joseph Sr.'s estate could refer to three different works, 
and one of these works was written by the Baptists:
The Christianas Duty. Exhibited in a Series of Hymnsr 
Collected from Various Authors, Designed ^for the 
Worship -Qf-SQd, and ..for .the Edification of Christ­
ians. Recommended, to the Serious of All Denomin­
ations. By the Fraternity of Baptists.
The C h r i s t i a n *s Duty from the Sacred Scriptures. 
Containing All That Is Necessary to be Believed and 
Practiced in Order to Qur Eternal Salvation.
Graham, John. The Christian's Duty of Watchfulness
Against Error. and Establishment in— the Truth;
Opened and Urged, in a Lecture-Sermon. Preach’d at 
New Milford on .Wednesday* August 23, 1732.___(Occa­
sioned by the Growth and Spreading of Quakerism in 
That Place*)
If Joseph Sr. owned the copy of The Christian’s Duty by the 
Fraternity of Baptists, it would have been the only volume
associated with an evangelical sect that the Prentises
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definitely owned. In view of this information/ it is
possible that Eliza's disapproval of evangelical religion
was shared by her family members. She revealed her feelings
in a letter to her brother Joseph Jr.:
I suppose you have heard of the unfortunate 
situation of poor Seymour Charlton —  He is 
a compleat Maniac —  It is supposed that 
religious enthusiasm has reduced him to this 
state. Not satisfied, with that light which 
Providence had suffered to shine upon him, 
he was striving to see farther into futurity 
than mortals are allowed to penetrate, until 
his reason fell a sacrifice to his enthu­
siasm.3 ®
Collections of sermons were found in libraries owned by 
members of all social classes;39 they composed a little more 
than one-eighth of the Prentises' religious works:
[Ambrose, Isaac.] Unidentified volume of sermons.
Blair, Hugh. Sermons* 2 copies.
Henry, D. Twenty Discourses on the Most Important 
Subjects.
Langhorne, John. Sermons Preached Before the Honour­
able Society of Lincoln's -Inn.
Langhorne, William. Sermons on Practical Subjects.
Mead, Matthew. The Almost Christian Discovered 
Being the Substance of Seven Sermons.
Parker, William. Several Discourses on Special
Subjects.
Sherlock, Thomas. Several Discourses Preached at the 
Temple Church.
Tillotson, John. The Works of the Most Reverend 
Dr. John Tillotson. 2 copies.
Watts, Isaac. Nine Sermons, Preached in the Years
1718-1119.
Both Davis and Smart have noted the great popularity of 
Tillotson's sermons in Virginia.4  ^ Tillotson intended "to 
show the unreasonableness of atheism, the usefulness of 
religion to man, the excellence of the Christian religion, 
and the need for man to practice this 'Holy Religion.'"41
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Henry abridged Tillotson's writings in his sermons —  an
example of the great popularity and influence of the
archbishop* Blair belonged to the Scottish Common Sense
school of thought that was used by conservative Americans
"as a defense of the reliability of moral and rational
>42judgment against Human skepticism."*
Devotional, evangelical, and pietistic works make up
a large number of the Prentises' religious works:
Allein, Joseph. An Alarm to Unconverted Sinners. 
Baxter, Richard. A Call to the Unconverted.
Bunyan, John. Pilgrim's Progress.
Dodd, William. fComfort for thel_Afflicted_Under
Every Distress,
Dodd, William. Reflections on Death.
Dodd, William. Thoughts in Prison; In Five Parts.
viz. the Imprisonment, the Retrospect. Public
Punishment, the Trial. Futurity.
Flavel, John. A Saint Indeed. Or. the Great Work of a 
Christian*
Gessner, Salomon. The Death of Abel.
Graham, Isabella. The Power of Faith.
Hervey, James. Meditations and _Comtemplations.
Jay, William. Prayers for the Use of Families.
Mead, William. Family Prayers.
More, Hannah. Christian Morals.
Pike, John Gregory. Persuasiveness to Early Piety.
Pike, s. and S. Hayward. Religious Cases of Conscience. Answered 
in an Evangelical Manner.
Sherlock, William. A Practical Discourse Concerning Death.
[Steele, Sir Richard.] The Christian Hero.
Taylor, Jeremy. The Rule and Exercise of Holy Living. 2 copies. 
[Young, Edward.] The Conplaint; Or, Night Thoughts on Life,
Death, and Imnortality.
In addition to telling the story of Cain and Abel, Gessner's 
work expressed "all the new Arminian emphasis of mid-century 
Protestantism: the benevolent image of God, the benign
character of death, and the complexity of moral account­
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ability."45 Since Baxter was an eminent Puritan divine, 
one might not expect to find A Call to the Unconverted in 
the Prentis library. However, he was not a wholly orthodox 
Puritan but was influenced by Arminianism and latitudina- 
rianism. Baxter's Call emphasized good works, moral 
behavior, and proving one's worth in practical ways,44 and 
it is related to several other titles owned by the family: 
those on moral practice and Gessner's volume. Flavel and 
Hervey were the most popular writers of devotional litera­
ture during the colonial period. Flavel had a large 
audience in America well into the nineteenth century, and he 
won his great popularity by relating theology to everyday 
life.45 Mead took some of his prayers from the Book of 
Common Prayer, and in view of the importance that the 
Prentises attached to this work it is not surprising that 
they owned Mead's volume. More was a conservative Christian 
apologist whose works were widely read in the last quarter 
of the eighteenth century, during the radical, skeptical 
phase of the Enlightenment, and on into the nineteenth 
century. °
Several titles can be classified as works intended 
to prove the existence of God and the authority of Chris­
tianity:
Bicknell, William I. The Natural History of the 
Sacred Scriptures.
Derham, William. Phvsico-Theoloov. Or a Demonstration 
of the Being and Attributes of God,
Farmer, Hugh. A Dissertation on Miracles.
Keith, Alexander. The Evidence of Prophecy,
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Paley, William. A View of the Evidences of Christian­
ity.
Ray, John. The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works 
of Creation.
West, Gilbert. Observations on the History and
Evidences of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Bicknell's and Ray's volumes look at the Bible and creation, 
respectively, in view of natural history and science. 
Lundberg and May call Paley one of the few devotional 
writers and Christian apologists whose writings served as a 
source of control and limitation on radical Enlightenment 
thought.  ^ Derham used his writings, as did Young in The 
Complaint. to attack d e i s m . T h e  volumes by Bicknell, 
Derham, and Ray can be classified as natural theology 
because they drew upon natural history to prove the exist­
ence and authority of God. The Prentises also owned several 
works on natural history, as will be seen below.
The number of works in this category is evidence of 
the importance that the Prentises attached to religion. 
The majority of the religious titles in the collection show 
that the Prentises, unlike many of the Virginia gentry, 
found spiritual and religious guidance in the teachings of 
the Anglican and, later, the Episcopal churches. Their 
books reflect their conservative approach to religion: 
Derham and Young attacked deism; More and Paley served as a 
contrast to the radical thought of the Enlightenment; and 
Blair defended moral and rational thought. This conser­
vative, traditional tone of their religious works is 
quite different from that of their works on political
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philosophy# which supported the colonists* rejection of 
Great Britain's rule*
Religion was one area in which the women of this family 
had considerable interest and influence* Indications of 
ownership by three generations of women —  Mary Prentis# 
Margaret Prentis# Susan Bowdoin# Susan Riddick Prentis# 
Eliza Prentis Vickery Pollard, and Mary Ann Prentis Chamber- 
lain —  are found in thirty-four religious volumes* Of the 
twelve titles that Susan Bowdoin# Susan Riddick Prentis# and 
Eliza Prentis Vickery Pollard gave as presents# eleven are 
in this category* While Joseph Sr. instructed his children 
in morality and conduct# Susan Bowdoin provided Joseph Jr.# 
John# Eliza# and Mary Ann religious instruction. She 
accomplished this through church attendance# books# and 
letters. While religious instruction fell to the women# it 
should be noted that men also owned a number of religious 
works•
A great interest in natural history developed during 
the Enlightenment. Scientists of the Age of Reason such as 
Hailey and Newton showed that it was possible to predict 
when events in nature would occur. This predictability was 
seen as proof that nature could be understood and managed by 
man. Instruments such as telescopes and microscopes enabled 
men to observe nature and perform experiments. Scientists 
exchanged their results# ideas# and questions through
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letters# pamphlets# and books. The Prentises* interest in 
natural history is shown by the following titles:
Bicknell# William I. The Natural BistP-Xy Qf the
Sacred Scriptures.
Encyclopaedia: Or. A Dictionary of Arts. Sciences, and 
Miscellaneous Literature.
Goldsmith# Oliver. History of the Earth and Animated 
Nature. 2 copies.
Leadbetter, Charles. Uranoscopia: Or. The Comtemp-
1 at ions, of the Heavens.
[Pluche, Noel Antoine.] Spectacle de la nature. 3 
copies.
Ray, John. The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works 
of Creation.
Smellie# William. The Philosophy of Natural History.
Smith, Thomas. The Wonders of Nature and Art.
Goldsmith used Linnaeus and Buffon as models# and as a 
result his work lies between "the enormous popularity of 
Buffon on the one hand and the serious scientific attitude 
of Linnaeus on the other.... [He] knew how to appeal to the 
taste of a broad cross-section of the p o p u l a c e . I t  
appears that the Prentises enjoyed Goldsmith's History of 
fhe Earth: they owned two copies of the work# and Joseph
Sr. was listed as a subscriber to the 1795 Philadelphia 
edition. Since only one of the titles in this category 
has an indication of ownership by a woman —  Eliza received 
Smith's work from her father —  it seems that the women of 
the Prentis family were not particularly interested in this 
subject. Only the work by Leadbetter provided the reader 
with tables and charts that would enable him to perform 
experiments similar to those outlined in his text; the 
remaining books convey information about the work and 
discoveries of others. The closest objects to scientific
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instruments owned by the Prentises were a clock and a 
thermometer.50 In view of the above books and the Pren­
tises 1 "scientific instruments," it appears that they had a 
reflective rather than an active interest in natural 
history.
Joseph F. Kett and Patricia A. McClung see the "wide­
spread interest in history” among Virginians as being 
■part of a broader fascination with empirical knowledge."5* 
The Prentises owned a wide variety of historical works 
ranging in subject from ancient Greece and Rome to modern 
Europe and the United States. Their works on ancient 
history were written by Roman authors as well as eighteenth- 
century scholars:
[Eutropius, Flavius.] Eutroppii breviarium historiae 
Romanae.
Gibbon, Edward. The History of the Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire.
Gillies, John. The History of Ancient Greece.
[Goldsmith, Oliver.] Dr. Goldsmiths History of 
Greece.
Josephus, Flavius. The Genuine Works of Flavius 
Josephus.
Livy. T« Livii Patavini histcriarmn.
Plutarch. Plutarch1s Lives.
Rollin, [Charles.] The Ancient History. 2 copies.
An Universal History. 2 copies.
The first volume of Gibbon appeared in 1776 and was im­
mediately popular in America in spite of his Toryism. 
Gibbon "argued that Christianity with its superstitious 
rituals and supernatural mythos destroyed the critical 
philosophical spirit of classical and pagan thought and thus 
' secured the victory of infantile credulity over ancient
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philosophers•• This superstitious spirit brought in by 
Christianity weakened the empire and was, finally the remote 
cause of its f a l l . " ^  Because of this condemnation of 
Christianity, one would not expect to find Gibbon's work 
among the Prentis books, since Christianity played an 
influential role in their lives. Rollin, a "Commonwealth 
and Radical Whig,” inculcated "the moralistic and Protestant 
view of antiquity which forms part of the radical Whig 
theory of H i s t o r y . H e  "saw in the rise and fall of all 
these [ancient] empires the same revolutionary alteration of 
national virtue and corrupting l u x u r y . T h e  reason for 
Roll in's continued popularity in America can be seen in the 
fact that his history "seemed to preach that the republican 
cycle in America must be continued or all would be lost."5  ^
The Prentises owned the first twenty volumes of the sixty- 
five volume work, An Universal History, and these volumes 
were concerned with the ancient world. Plutarch's work, 
which was read for instruction in morality and history 
during the seventeenth century, provided lessons in liberty 
and republicanism for its eighteenth- and early nineteenth- 
century readers.^
Several volumes are concerned with the history of 
England and Europe:
Allen, Benjamin. History Ql the Reformation. 2
copies•
Harring, Harro. Poland Under the Dominion of Russia.
[Johnson, Samuel.] A History and Defence of Magna 
Carifl.
Macauly, Thomas Babington. The History of England,
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Raleigh, Walter. A New History of England.
Russell, William. The History of Modern Europe -
Joseph Sr.'s interest in European history is reflected in 
the fact that he was listed as a subscriber to the five- 
volume set by Russell; and volume I contains the inscrip­
tion: "Feby 21st 1803 Received of Judge Prentis the
subscription money for this work A Small.” Perhaps the 
volume on the Magna Carta was thought-provoking reading for 
the Prentises in the years before the Revolution. Allen's 
work on the Reformation was an abridgement of Bishop Gilbert
Burnet's History of the Reformation of the Church of
England, a work that conveyed "liberal Whiggish interpreta­
tions of British history which were popular in the south 
through the eighteenth century.
Works on American history composed a larger portion of 
the Prentis library than those on ancient and European 
history. The volumes on American history cover the years 
from the establishment of the British colonies to the 1830 
census:
Botta, Charles. History of the War of Independence.
Bozman, John Leeds. A Sketch of the History of
Maryland.
Grimshaw, William. History of the United States.
[Horsmanden, Daniel.] Journal of the Proceedings in 
the Detection of the Conspiracy.
Lilly, Lambert. The Early History of the Southern 
State.
[O 'Connor, Thomas.] An Impartial and Correct History
of the War Between the United States of America and
Great Britain.
Raynal, Abb4. The Revolution of America.
Robertson, William. The History of America. 2 copies.
Snowden, Richard. The History of North and South 
America.
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Volney, Count Francois de. The Ruins. Or, a Survey of 
the Revolutions of Empires.
[Wein, Paul.] A Concise Historical Account of All the 
British Colonies in North-America.
Winterbotham, W[illiam.] An Historical. Geographical.
Commercial and Philos.QphicaL_yj.ew of the United 
States«
Because of the Prentises' interest in the development of the 
United States, it is not surprising to find histories of the 
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 in the collection. 
The volumes by Snowden, Wein, Winterbotham, and Grimshaw 
trace the establishment and progress of the United States. 
Robertson's works first appeared in America on the eve of 
the Revolution. He "shared Bolingbroke's conviction that 
enlightened historians had a special responsibility to 
inquire into the origins of the political system prevailing 
in polished nations." His History of America does not fully 
examine the history of the British colonies because he 
believed that a new order was bound to arise from the 
conflict between Britain and her colonies, and he could not 
write his history until the form of the new order became
c o
clearly visible.
As works on history were considered useful in providing 
information about past events, so were biographies in 
conveying profiles of the lives of important men.^ Several 
biographies and collections of letters focus on leading 
figures of the Revolution:
Cheetham, James. The Life of Thomas Paine.
Jefferson, Thomas. Memoix ., Correspondence , and
Miscellanies.
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Lee, Charles. Memoirs of the Life of the Late Charles
[Parley, Peter.] The Life of George Washington. 
Sanderson, John. Biography of the Signers to the 
Declaration of Independence.
Wain, Robert Jr. The Life of the Marquis de Lafayette. 
Washington, George. Epistles Domestic. Confidential, 
and Official from George Washington.
These volumes, in addition to those on political theory and
history discussed above, show that the Prentises continued
to be interested in figures and events associated with the
Revolution well into the nineteenth century.
Another interesting group of biographies treats women
who were involved in a variety of activities:
Graham, Isabella. Power of Faiths Exemplified in the
Life and Writings of the Late Mrs, Isabella Graham. 
[Grant, Anne (MacVicar) .] Letters from the Mountains: 
Being the Real Correspondence of a Lady.
Hays, Mary. Femalfi Biography? Or, MemQixs of Illust­
rious and Celebrated Women.
[Montague, Mary Wortley.] Letters of the Right 
Honourable Lady M— y W— y M— e.
Montague, Mary Wortley. Thfi— tfarJLS. of the Right
Honourable Lady Mary Wortley Montague.
With the exception of one copy of Montague's works (purchas­
ed by Joseph Jr. in Suffolk in 1807), these volumes would 
have been in the Prentis home during the years when Joseph 
Sr.'s daughters Eliza and Mary Ann were growing up. They 
provided examples of women whose actions had not been 
restricted to those traditionally associated with their sex, 
and, in the case of Graham, Grant, and Montague, women who 
had written about their activities and daily lives. 
Montague is the best known of these women; through her 
letters to fictitious correspondents she described the dress
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of Turkish women, the food they ate, and their system 
of household economy.60
Virginians' curiosity about other lands is reflected 
in their books on travel and geography.61 The Prentises 
were no exception, and their library contained accounts of 
travels dating from the time of ancient Greece to the 
nineteenth century:
Anacharsis. Travels of Anacharsis the Younger in 
Greece. 2 copies.
Carver, Jonathan. Three Years Travels Through the 
Interior Parts of North-America.
Chastellux, Francois Jean, marquis de. Travels in 
North-America.
Fowler, George. The Wandering Philanthropist. 2 
copies.
Gass, Patrick. Journal of the Voyages and Travels of a 
Corps of Discovery. Under the Command of Capt. hewis 
and Capt. Clarke.
Juan, George and Antonio de Ulloa. Voyage to South 
America.
Ramsay, The Chevalier [Andrew Michael.] The Travels of 
Cyrus*
The World Displayed? Or. a Curious Collection of
Voyages and Travels.
The American works in the group are of particular interest. 
Carver's volume describes his journey westward to present- 
day Minnesota during 1766 - 1768; with accounts of the 
terrain, and wild life, and customs and habits of Indian 
tribes. A member of Washington's staff during the Revolu­
tion, Chastellux recounted his travels through the American 
states in 1780 to 1782. Fowler's The Wandering Philanthro­
pist? Or. Letters from a Chinese Written During His Resi­
dence in the United States contains perceptive remarks about 
the United States during the early national period. It
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comments unfavorably on the extremes of partisan spirit as 
it points out the advantages of the developing two-party 
system; attacks the brutal treatment of North American 
Indians by whites; celebrates the opportunities for work and 
for the improvement of one's status in the new country; and 
criticizes southern slaveholders for failing to understand 
the contradiction between their upholding of natural rights 
and their ownership and mistreatment of other human be­
ings Gass's account of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
would have greatly increased the Prentises' knowledge of 
their country. These five works reflect a continuing 
interest on the part of male members of the family in the 
development and expansion of the United States, and are 
further evidence of their nationalism.
Like the works on travel, those on geography cover a 
number of countries, with emphasis on the United States. 
Maps of the ancient and modern world can be found in
The Complete Gazeteer ofEngland and Wales.
Crutwell, Clement. At 1 as (to Gratwall1 s Gazeteer. 1
Crutwell, Clement. The New Universal Gazetteer.
Gutherie, William. Atlas.
Gutherie, William. An Improved System of Modern 
Geography* 2 copies.
Morse, Jedidiah and Sidney Edwards. A New System of 
Geography * Ancient and M o d e m .
Paterson, Daniel. The Traveling Dictionary.
Pinkerton, John. Modern Geography.
The Universal Gazetteer.
Daniel Paterson's The~ Traveling Dictionary and The Complete 
Gazeteer of England and Wales were bought by Joseph Sr. in 
May 1775 in London. It is likely that these works served as
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guide books during his stay in England. Unfortunately, 
it is not known why he made this trip —  a point of interest 
because in December of the same year, 1775, Prentis was a 
member of the Virginia Convention that served as the 
legislative body for the Virginia government.
Six works treat the geography of North America and the 
United States:
Arrowsmith, Aaron. A New and Elegant -General ..Atlaeu 
Comprising All the New Discoveries, to the Present 
Times.
[Iddings, James.] The Monitor's Instructor. Or a
System of Practical Geography, of the United States 
of America.
Imlay, George [Gilbert.] A Topographical Description 
of the Western Territory of_fforth America.
Martin, Joseph. A New and Comprehensive Gazetteer of 
Virginia.
Morse, Jedidiah. Geography Made Easy:___Being .An
Abridgement of the American.Geography . 2 copies.
Imlay1s volume is in the form of letters between correspon­
dents in Kentucky and in England. His purpose was to 
contrast "the simple manners, and rational life of Ameri­
cans, in these back settlements, with the distorted and 
unnatural habits of the Europeans."63 Morse's Geography 
Made Easy, was the leading textbook on American geography 
until about 1830.64 This volume was "calculated early to 
impress the minds of American youth with the idea of the 
superior importance of their own country."63 Only one work,
A New and Comprehensive G a z e t X  of Virginia, deals
exclusively with Virginia. Davis has commented that the 
volumes on geography and travel indicated the curiosity 
that Virginians had not only about other countries but also
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about foreigners* views about Virginia.^ It appears that 
the Prentises took an interest in both.
Virginians of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
valued classical literature highly. Louis B. Wright has 
found that
the Virginia ruling class looked to the past 
for guidance and believed that civilizing 
influences were to be learned from the 
wisdom of the ancients.. •• From early in 
the eighteenth century onward, the precent- 
age of classical works in Virginia libraries 
increased. •• • As the ruling class in the 
eighteenth century gathered about themselves 
the trappings of civilization and polite 
culture, libraries, like other luxuries, 
increased. And in these libraries, the 
c l a s s i c s  had an i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e . . .. 
Gentlemen were expected to have familiarity 
with the literature of Greece and Rome, and 
they gathered in their libraries collections 
of t h ^  standard works of the ancient 
world. '
The Prentises owned fourteen classical works, only two of 
which —  EutroppiiJbreyiarium historiae Romae and T. Livii 
Patavini his tor iar urn —  are in the original language even 
though family members owned grammars and dictionaries that 
would have helped them to read Latin. They owned the 
following translations:
Anacharsis. The Travels of Anacharsis. 2 copies.
Anacreon. Odes. Pf. Anacxe.on.
Bridges, Thomas. A Burlesque Translation of Homer.
Cicero. Tully*s Three Books of Offices.
Cordier, Mathurin. Corderii colloguiorum centuria
selects.
Euclid. The Elements of Euclid.
Ovid. Epistles.
Phaedrus. Phaedri fabulae.
Plutarch. Plutarch*s Lives. 2 copies.
Sophocles. The Tragedies of Sophocles.
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These volumes contain no indication of ownership by the
Prentis women. Classical learning was associated with men
of the gentry class, and not with women, during the eigh­
ts 8teenth and early nineteenth centuries. If the Prentises 
had wanted to use learning and education as indicators of 
their social standing, they would have needed more classical 
volumes in their collection. One would expect to find works 
of the Greek and Roman authors who were looked to for 
information on legal and political theory in this library. 
The Prentises did own works by Cicero, Livy, and Plutarch 
that could have been consulted for ideas about law and
i
government, but they lacked the writings of such others as 
Plato, Aristotle, Demosthenes, Tacitus, Seneca, Polybius, 
Caesar, and Horace, who were widely read in eighteenth- 
century Virginia. The classical works in the Prentis 
collection are more literary than practical; on the whole, 
they are not works to be consulted for information that 
Joseph Sr., Joseph Jr., or Peter Prentis could have used in 
their legal careers.
The category of Literature includes poetry, drama, the 
novel, and the essay. Kett and McClung maintain that 
fiction, especially the novel, was not well represented in 
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century Virginian libra­
ries.^^ Fiction was often seen as a controversial genre 
because it could expose readers to seductive tales of 
corruption and vice. However, as Jay Fliegelman has shown
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in Prodigals and Pilgrims; The American Revolution Against
Patriarchal Authority. 1750-1800f literature was also seen
as useful in providing the exemplary education that many
70parents failed to give their children.
The periodical essay was a popular literary form
throughout the eighteenth century, from Joseph Addison and
Richard Steele to their many imitators. The primary purpose
of the periodicals was didactic, and they "were full of
Lockean exhortations about proper parental training and
Lockean criticisms of the tyranny of schooling.”7^ The
Prentises read several of the popular collections of essays:
[Addison, Joseph et al.1 The Spectator. 5 copies. 
[Hawkesworth, J., Samuel Johnson, et al.1 The Adven­
turer.
[Haywood, Eliza.] The Female Spectator.
[Johnson, Samuel.] The Rambler.
The London Magazine.
[Steele, Richard, Joseph Add ison, et al.1 The Guar- 
dian.
While these essays did much to popularize Lockean educa­
tional philosophy, it should be noted that they were not 
limited to this: they imparted useful knowledge; examples
of manners, morality, and virtue;7^ literary criticism; and 
theories of art and education.73 The Female Spectator 
sought "to promote religion, morality, and good manners,”
and advised readers to be mindful of piety and modesty.7* 
This type of instruction is closer to that which Virginia 
women traditionally received than that to which Joseph 
Sr. exposed his daughters. The Landau.Magazine also
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conveyed lessons on proper behavior and morality through 
its fiction.^
Davis noted that a distinctive characteristic of 
eighteenth-century Southern libraries was the presence of a 
large number of dramatical works.^ Plays were performed 
frequently at the theater in Williamsburg, and from Eliza's 
letters to her brother Joseph Jr. it can be seen that the 
Prentises enjoyed attending them. On one occasion she 
wrote, "We are in expectation of seeing them [the players] 
here on Saturday.... I hope to goodness they will come, and 
that I shall be well enough to go —  it would be one of the 
highest gratifications to me," and later, "the players are 
in town, [torn] the weather is so bad, that I fear they will 
not perform to night [sic]."^ In view of these feelings it 
is perhaps surprising that the family owned only four works 
of drama: three editions of Shakespeare's plays, two of
them from the eighteenth century, and one set of Moliere's 
works, published in the second quarter of the nineteenth 
century. One might expect the Prentises to have owned a 
copy of Addison's a popular play sold in Williamsburg
in 1750 and performed there as early as 1736, as well as in 
the colonies throughout the century. Cato, was a didactic 
work that emphasized patriotism and virtue.^8
Poetry was also" popular among Virginians.^8 The 
Prentises owned poetical works of writers who are still read 
today and others whose writings have been almost forgotten:
88
Anacreaon. Odes of. Anacreon.
Bloomfield, Robert. The Poems of Robert Bloomfield. 
Bysshe, Edward. The Art of English Poetry,
Gray, [Thomas.] Poems by Jr. Gray.
Milton, John. Paradise Lost. 2 copies.
[Moore, Thomas.] The Poetical Works of the Late Thomas 
Little, Esq..
Parnell, Thomas. Poems on Several Occasions.
Pollok, Robert. The Course of Time.
Pope, Alexander. The Works of Alexander Pope.
Prior, Matthew. Poems on Several Occasions.
Thomson, James. The Seasons,
Wesley, Samuel. Poems on Several Occasions,
[Wolcot, John.] The Poetical Works of Peter_Pindar. 2 
copies.
Parnell and Prior were popular during the eighteenth 
century, and many Virginians, including merchants and 
planters, read Prior because he wrote about "life as it is
4 80daily lived."ow Pope was widely read for his manners,
morals, humor, apparent religious devotion, and style, but
not for his political views since he was a Tory.®^ Bysshe's
work contains instructions on the composition of English
verse and comments on literacy form and theory of the early
82eighteenth c e n t u r y . T h o m s o n ' s  The Seasons was popular in 
the colonial South because of the "natural description 
employed to assert philosophically the course of things, and 
the exaltation of nature as a great and serious subject."®® 
This work was also "one of the most quoted volumes of 
poetry in Revolutionary America. The round of seasons was 
the natural model for all other true revolutions (as opposed 
to 'rebellions,' which violated the processes of nature), 
not the least of which was the succession of generations."®^
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Caroline Robbins has noted that Thomson "deplored the evils 
of tyranny and detailed the blessings of liberty."85
After the publication of Samuel Richardson's Pamela in 
17 40, the availability of this and other novels gradually 
changed the reading tastes of colonial Virginians. The 
office of the Virginia Gazette was the book store for 
Williamsburg, and the surviving day books for 1750-1752 
and 1764-1766 provide proof of this shift. During the 
1750's, religious works and volumes of classical literature 
were purchased more frequently than novels. Although novels 
enjoyed an increased popularity in the second half of the
or
eighteenth century, ° some looked upon the new literary form 
with suspicion because it was feared that novels would 
corrupt. Fiction gained legitimacy when authors used it to 
comment upon political theory, especially that of the Whigs, 
and to provide instructions for the moral and intellectual 
education of children. Often these themes became inter­
woven, through the image of Great Britain as the mother of 
her American colonies. Not all novels were concerned with 
parental authority and education; some were written to 
provide readers with entertainment.
Novels with romantic, instructive, and political 
content can be found in the Prentis library. Henry Brooke's
Juliet Grenyille:---Or the History of the Human Heart.
Washington Irving's The Alhambra, and [Charles Johnstone's] 
The Reverie are works that the Prentises could have read for
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pleasure. The Arabian Nights Entertainments is one of the 
group of oriental tales that conveyed information about the 
culture and institutions of countries in Asia and the Far 
East, and also served to legitimize entertaining, extrava­
gant stories about exciting adventures, despotic tyrants,
87and courageous heroes.0' By combining volumes from several 
broken sets, John Prentis, and later his brother Joseph Sr., 
had all but one volume of the ten-volume Miscellanies by 
Jonathan Swift, John Arbuthnot, Alexander Pope, and John 
Gay. John Prentis also owned Swift's A Tale of a Tub and 
John, Earl of Orrery's Remarks on the Life and Writings of 
Dr. Jonathan Swift. The fact that the Prentises owned ten 
volumes by Swift, in addition to a commentary on his 
writings, suggests that they were aware of the social, 
moral, religious, and political implications, as well as the 
comic narrative, of his prose s a t i r e . T o b i a s  Smollett was 
known for The Adventures of Roderick Random and Adventures 
of Peregrine Pickle, and for translations of Cervantes' Don 
Quixote and Alain LeSage's The Adventures of Gil Bias. His 
combination of picaresque social criticism with realistic 
characterization made Smollett's novels among the most
pq
widely read m  the South.”
Several of the titles that the Prentises owned dis­
cussed the relationship between parents and their children, 
and provided examples that many colonists used in reference 
to Great Britain and themselves. In Belisarius Jean
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Francois Marmontel was concerned with the preservation and
strengthening of the family. He believed that parents and
children should not have unrealistic expectations of each
other. Excessive demands would prevent children from
accomplishing what they could perform if parents gave them
onencouragement and support. w Chesterfield outlined his 
ideal education for a boy in Letters Written by the Late 
Right Honourable Philip Dormer. Stanhope. Earl of Chester­
field. to His Son Philip Stanhope^-Usc^. He drew upon 
Locke's "Some Thoughts Concerning Education" (1693) and 
emphasized the necessity of properly preparing a child for 
an independent life as he condemned the parental tyranny
Q  "1
that prevented a child from gaining his independence. ■*“ 
Although this volume was quite popular, it was often 
denounced for teaching the affected manners of the Brit­
ish aristocracy.92 Francois Fenelon's The Adventure of 
Telemachus tells of Telemachus's search for his father 
Ulysses after the Trojan War. The themes of the work are a 
son's quest for a lost parent and his moral education, and 
as the journey progresses it becomes apparent that these two 
themes are interwoven. Fenelon's point is that a child's 
true parent is the person who has had the greatest influence 
on his mind and character, and who also allows the child to 
develop self-confidence and independence.93 In The Life and
Opinions of Tristram Shandv. Sentimental Journey Through
France and Italy, and Yorick's Meditations, Laurence Sterne
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presented his views on raising children* He believed that 
knowledge of the world was beneficial and that traveling 
(the Grand Tour) would allow a young man to form his own 
character and complete his education. A parent was justi­
fied in wondering if his child would find a truer "parent" 
outside the family, but, if he did not allow his child to 
venture into the outside world, he would be guilty of 
patriarchal tyranny. Sterne identified the "great Lockean
question of the age: To what degree can a parent isolate
his child from the corruption and destructive influences of 
the world, to prevent the invasion of the sovereign country 
of self?" His answer was similar to the one given by Locke 
himself: "the only fence against the world is a thorough
knowledge of it."***
Narmontel, Chesterfield, Fenelon, Sterne, and others 
addressed the relationship between parent and child, and the 
importance of allowing a child the freedom from patriarchal 
authority that would allow him to lead a rational, indepen­
dent life. Taken together, their writings "articulate an
ideology and paradigm that by 1776 had become, in effect, a
new cultural orthodoxy, one that provided the terms in which 
men and women thought about political, moral, and social 
issues.”**** It should be noted that Sterne's writings were 
also read for their "double entendres, leering obscenity, 
sentimentality, and whimsical humor."**** The works of 
Sterne, Swift, and Tbe Arabian Nights Entertainments may
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represent an interest in erotica on the part of the Prent­
ises •
The Prentises owned one complete set and two broken 
sets of Vicesimus Knox's Essays. Moral and Literary. These 
volumes are an interesting addition to their library because 
of Knox's attitude toward the novel. In essay number 145 
Knox stated that Sterne was"'the grand promoter of adultery 
and every species of illicit commerce,"' and that his novels 
were a "threat to 'public and private morality.'" Later, in 
essay number 174, Knox discussed the choice of titles for a 
woman's library. He "gave first attention to 'Rollins 
Works' [on history and education], Plutarch, Shakespeare, 
Milton, Pope, 'the most esteemed historians,' Pope's Homer. 
Dryden's Virgil. and Melmoth's PIiny. coming at the end to 
the thorny question of 'novels' only because, 'it is feared,
[they] will not be dispensed with: those then of Richardson
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and Fielding, are allowed, yet not without reluctance. '"
In the eighteenth century, many novels were written for 
women because the genre was viewed as easy for them to read 
and comprehend. While novels composed 19% of the volumes 
owned by women, they made up 25% of those in the possession 
of the Prentis men. The shift in the curriculum at William 
and Mary can help to explain the interest in fiction 
on the part of the Prentis men. Around 1770, many of the 
colonial colleges adopted the curriculum outlined by William 
Smith of Philadelphia during the late 1750's and early
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1760's. Smith introduced the educational ideal of the 
Scottish university system, "where the study of scholastic 
logic and metaphysics gave way to the study of rhetoric, 
belles-lettres, and other modern, secular subjects." In the 
1770's, this shift became evident at William and Mary: an
examination in the classical languages was no longer 
required for entrance and William Smith gave lectures at the 
college on belles lettres.^® Joseph Sr. attended William 
and Mary during this period of change, and Joseph Jr. was 
exposed to the literary curriculum throughout his studies 
there. This exposure can be seen in the fact that 21% of the 
volumes owned by Joseph Sr. and 18% of those owned by Joseph 
Jr. fall into the literature category.
Seven works have been placed in the Miscellaneous 







Thornton's Progress and Commentary.
Virtue Delineated.
One reference from the Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766 
has also been added to this category because it did not fit 
into the others: the music book that Robert Prentis had
bound at the Virginia Gazette office.
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CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSION
The major problem in relying upon information collected 
from inventories for studies of eighteenth- and early 
nineteenth-century libraries is that it is unknown if the 
owners actually read their books. This study does not 
depend upon inventories to a large extent (approximately 10% 
of the Prentis Collection was identified through the 
inventory of Joseph Sr.'s estate) to define the reading 
tastes of the family and to learn about the family through 
their books. It is known that they had most, if not all, of 
the volumes on the list of the reconstructed library. 
Bookplates, stamps, marginalia, and underlined phrases and 
paragraphs provide strong evidence that the Prentises did 
read the books in their possession. Although surviving 
family letters contain almost no mention of books and 
reading, these letters reflect the subject matter, tone, and 
teachings of many of the volumes.
Kett and McClung have found in post-Revolutionary 
Virginia a "book culture" whose members had access to books 
and other printed material, which they distinguish from a 
"print culture" whose members had access to only newspa­
pers. Persons belonging to the book culture usually lived
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in towns, had a large number of secular works, and tended to 
seek types of knowledge that were relatively remote from 
their place and time. They were generally conservative in 
their reading tastes and did not purchase controversial 
works. Novels, unlike other literary genres such as poetry 
and history, were not found in any great number in the 
inventories examined by Kett and McClung. They also found 
little evidence of intellectual activity associated with the 
Enlightenment.3 The Prentises lived in urban areas, owned 
many secular works, and exhibited curiosity about ancient 
and foreign lands, but their library was atypical of the 
book culture in several ways. They owned volumes by 
twenty-two writers of the European Enlightenment that 
contained radical, skeptical, and rational ideas. They also 
had writings by Franklin and Jefferson, who represent the 
American Enlightenment. They owned a substantial number of 
novels, several of which provided examples that the colon­
ists used in their rebellion against Great Britain. These 
and other works advocating social and political change were 
controversial because they challenged the established 
order of the gentry and the British crown.
Book advertisements in the Virginia Gazette provide 
evidence that the Prentises did not limit their reading to 
locally available works. John Edgar Molnar's useful 
dissertation gives a list of the books offered for sale at 
the Gazette from 1736 to 1780.2 Of the 367 titles in the
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Prentis Collection, 136 (37%) were available in Williamsburg 
during this period. From inscriptions in various volumes it 
is learned that they purchased some books in other places in 
Virginia —  Christiansburg, Montgomery County; Northampton 
County; and Staunton —  and as far away as Philadelphia, New 
York, and London. Joseph Sr. bought the 18-volume set of 
Encyclopaedia:— Dictionary of the Arts from Archibald 
Currie in Richmond in 1790.3 It can be seen that the 
family’s reading taste was not limited to those titles 
readily available in the "book culture” of Williamsburg.
While the 367 titles encompass a wide range of topics, 
the collection gives an impression of continuity. The ideas 
and values that Joseph Sr. and Susan Bowdoin considered 
important and taught to Joseph Jr., John, Eliza, and Mary 
Ann were adopted by the younger generation. Both Joseph 
Sr. and Joseph Jr. had patriotic feelings for their country 
and believed that the colonies had been justified in their 
rebellion against Great Britain. Susan Bowdoin and Eliza 
shared strong religious beliefs and exchanged volumes on the 
teachings of the Episcopal church. His aunt's instruction 
in religion also influenced Joseph Jr., who purchased 
several copies of the Book of Common Prayer and a volume of 
family prayers. The fact that men and women over three 
generations enjoyed works of English Literature indicates 
that they did not see fiction, including the novel, as a 
harmful influence but as instructive and entertaining. The
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fact that a number of books were passed down from one 
generation to the next is another indication of the 
library's continuity. The theme of education and guidance 
is found in volumes written expressly for that purpose, and 
throughout the collection as a whole. Joseph Sr. and Joseph 
Jr. provided their children with schooling, whether at 
academies in their home towns or at others some distance 
away. Letters written by Eliza and Mary Ann, and Joseph 
Jr.'s children Margaret Susan and Joseph III reveal their 
interest in receiving an education and acquiring knowledge.
Titles from three categories (Government and Law; 
History; and Literature) indicate that the Prentises saw the 
Revolution as an ideological issue. As noted in Chapter I. 
the Revolution, preceded by the non-importation of British 
goods caused a decrease in business and profits at the 
Prentis store. The result was the decision to dissolve the 
family partnership. In spite of economic difficulties, the 
Prentises, with the exception of Robert, supported the 
rebellion against Great Britain and later approved of the 
new federal government.
On a personal level, these books allow one to look at 
the roles played by men and women in this family. The men, 
especially Joseph Sr., were active in the daily affairs of 
the household —  cooking and instructing children in moral­
ity, virtue, and honesty —  traditionally associated with 
women. Because seventy-three of the 367 titles (approxi­
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mately 20%) were owned by women, it is possible to examine 
their intellectual pursuits. While the majority of their 
works fall into the categories of Religion and English 
Literature, areas traditionally associated with women, the 
Prentis women received encouragement to explore other 
areas —  geography, history, and advanced levels of instruc­
tion in these and other subjects —  which were thought 
of as reserved for men. The women in the Prentis family 
differed from many of their contemporaries in their interest 
in and level of education. As Julia Cherry Spruill noted, 
"It is not to be imagined that all ladies of the Southern 
colonies confined their reading entirely to the works 
especially prepared for their sex. The few who had any real 
interest in books probably became acquainted with the 
standard works in history, travel, science, philosophy, and 
English literature."4
Books and reading had become closely identified with 
the gentry class by the end of the seventeenth century due, 
among other reasons, to the cost of the volumes. During the 
third quarter of the eighteenth century, the gentry began to 
use learning and libraries to express their wealth and
5
social position. Often this was done by displaying volumes 
in book presses or cases in the public rooms of a residence 
where they would be seen by visitors. The estate inventory 
of Joseph Sr. shows that he owned four book presses and 
cases. He placed a case in the "household chamber," a press
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in the "small chamber," and two presses in "the study."6 
The household chamber and the study would have been in the 
private or family area of the house, and it is possible that 
the small chamber was also located in this part of the 
house. The location of the book case and the book presses 
makes it unlikely that Joseph Sr. and his family tried to 
use their library as a symbol of status.
During the eighteenth century the Prentises held 
political and civil offices, duties that Wright found to be 
important in a family's "evolution" into members of the 
gentry class. Although they occupied a prominent position 
in the Williamsburg community and were financially success­
ful, it does not appear that the Prentises consciously used 
their books as an indication of their social position or of 
any desire to become associated with the ^lite. The 
importance that they attached to education and the contents 
of the books themselves indicate that the Prentises had a 
practical, utilitarian approach to learning. Many of 
the volumes set forth instruction in areas that they 
believed were important —  religion, morality, virtue, 
education -- and useful in their daily lives —  law, 
political theory, domestic economy. If the volumes were 
purchased merely for display, it is unlikely that the 
Prentises would have made annotations and inscriptions in 
them or that their letters would have reflected the thoughts 
and ideas of the books in their collection.
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Family libraries, like that of the Prentises, are 
valuable sources of information about the lives and thoughts 
of men and women who lived in the colonial and early 
national periods. While the books or inventories provide an 
indication of the popularity of particular titles and 
suggest literary developments, such as the rise of the 
novel, they do not tell us what the volumes meant to their 
owners or why the books were purchased. Court records and 
other public documents, and family papers furnish insights 
into the family, their activities, thoughts, and beliefs 
that are necessary before one can assess the meaning that 
the volumes had for them. When family libraries are 
studied in view of public and private documents, they can 
also yield information on the cultural, intellectual, and 
social history of the period.
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Appendix A
This construction of a family tree draws on several 
sources. I began with "Lineage," a series of geneologies 
for several families, including the Webbs and the Prentises, 
and the geneological notes in the First Series of the 
William and Mary Quarterly. The Bruton Parish Register, the 
York County Records, and the Virginia Gazette also provided 
helpful information. The most valuable sources were primary 
documents relating to the Prentis family: notes written in
the family Bible, Robert Prentis's ledger from 1770 to 1780, 
and surviving family letters. This family tree is on two 
pages. The first part focuses on William Prentis, Sr., 
his family, and his brother's family, and the second on 
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Notes to Appendix A
*In the Jones Papers, the signature of a Joseph Prentis 
appears in 1721. It is possible that this Joseph Prentis 
was William Prentis, Sr.'s brother and Robert Prentis's 
father•
2According to "Lineage," Sarah, the daughter of William 
Sr. and Mary Prentis, married Col. Obedience Robbins after 
the death of her husband William Waters. However, Sarah is 
referred to as "Sarah Waters" in the York County Records 
during the remainder of the eighteenth century, and as 
"Sister Waters" in family letters. The only Obedience 
Robbins in the York County Records appeared from 26 Septem­
ber 1648 to 26 October 1658. In view of this information, 
only Sarah's marriage to William Waters has been included on 
the family tree.
~>A Miss Mary Burton is listed as a legatee in the will 
of William Waters (York County Records, Wills and Inven­
tories (21)350-351). Because the document is torn, the 
relationship between Mary Burton and William Waters is 
unknown. A "sister Elizabeth Prentis" is also a legatee in 
this will, and she could have been any one of the Elizabeth 
Prentises on the first page of the family tree (with the 
exception of the Elizabeth Born 13 October 1771) , and she 
could also have been the mother of Mary Burton.
*A Thomas Prentis appears as a witness to the will of 
Sarah Pitt (York County Records, Wills and Inventories (22) 
161-163) . This is the only reference to Thomas Prentis, 
and, as a result, his relationship, if any, to the Prentis 
family in this study is unknown.
^One learns of Eliza Prentis's two marriages and her 
children from family letters. It is likely, but not 
definitely known, that all of her children were born while 
she was married to Samuel Vickery.
Appendix B
Map of Williamsburg Circa 1790, from the original 
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The Prentis books are arranged alphabetically by 
author*s last name when known. Full title and publication 
data are given if available. Several works are not listed 
with a full bibliographic reference because I have not been 
able to identify the full title and author of these volumes 
from their entries on the estate inventory of Joseph Prentis
Sr., the Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766. or the
Paradise Lost List. These works are entered by their 
reference on the above lists, and by author and title when 
it was possible to identify this information. Publication 
data —  city, publisher and/or printer, and date —  have not 
been included for titles that appeared on these three lists 
since it is not known which edition of these works was owned 
by the Prentises. Modern capitalization rules have been 
applied to the titles of all the books for two reasons. 
First, since several of the volumes are not extant, it is 
not known which words were capitalized in the seventeenth, 
eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. Second, printers of 
the seventeenth through nineteenth centuries often made no 
distinction between upper- and lower-case letters, and, as a 
result, a number of titles are in all capital letters. 
Forty of the titles on the estate inventory are extant, and 
many of these have evidence of ownership by Joseph Sr. I 
have assumed that entries on the inventory referred to the 
extant volumes. Only when an extant work clearly could not
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have been owned by Joseph Sr. —  if it was published after 
his death in 1809, such as George Fowler's The Wandering 
Philanthropist —  or if the inventory entry did not match 
the extant volume —  the reference to "Watt's Logic (broken 
set) " on the inventory is not the same as the extant 
one-volume work on logic by Watts —  has a second entry for
a title been made. The present location of the title and
any indication of ownership are included in each entry.
Location:
Department of the Library, Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation - CW
Rare Book Department, Alderman Library, University of 
Virginia - UVa
Joseph P. Webb and family - JPW
Estate inventory of Joseph Prentis Sr. - Joseph Prentis
inventory and the reference to the book on the
inventory
Virginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766 - the entry and
page number in the day book





Inscription - name, date, place of purchase, price, 
etc.
Signature - name only
Stamp
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[Addison, Joseph et al.) The Spectator. Eleventh Edition.
8 Vols. London: Printed for J. Tonson, 1733. Vol. 7
only; Signature: William Logan. (CW).
[Addison, Joseph et a l .] The Spectator. Carefully
Corrected. 8 Vols. Edinburgh: Printed by Hamilton,
Balfour, & Neill, 1760. Vol. 1 only; Inscription:
"William Kirby December 13th [1840?)" (CW).
[Addison, Joseph et al.) The Spectator. Carefully 
Corrected. 8 Vols. Edinburgh: Printed by John Wood and
Company, 1760. Vols. 2, 3, 4, and 6 only; Inscription: 
"William Kirby Dec. 13th 1840." (CW).
[Addison, Joseph et al.) The Spectator. 8 vols.
Edinburgh: Printed by J. Wood and Company, 1760.
vol. 7 only; Inscription: "William Kirby Dec. 13th 1840;"
Signatures: John Smith, George Smith Jr., and David. (CW).
[Addison, Joseph et al.) The Spectator. 8 vols.
London: Printed for J. and R. Tonson, 1767. Lacking vol.
1; Inscription: "J Prentis 1773;" Stamp: Jos Prentis;
Manuscript sentiments in vols. 2 and 7; "Spectator (broken 
set)" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
Aikin, John. A View of the Life. Travels and Philanthropic 
Labors of the Late John Howard. Esquire. L.L.D.. F.R.S. 
Philadelphia: Printed for John Ormrod by W. W. Woodward,
1794. Inscription: "Jos Prentis jr 'medio ilois 
tutiesinus' Suffo March 20, 1806." (CW).
Aikin, John. A View of the Life. Travels and Philanthropic
Labors of the Late John Howard. Esouire. L.L.D.. F.R.S. 
Philadelphia: Printed for John Ormrod by W. W. Woodward,
1794. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Inscription: "S. Bowdoin
Wmsburg.” (CW).
Allein, Joseph. An Alarm to Unconverted Sinners. Shewing, 
the Nature and Necessity of Conversion; the Marks and 
Miseries of an Unconverted State: with Directions for, and 
Motives to Conversion. A New Edition. Philadelphia: 
Published by David Hogan, 1823. Embossed Cover: Susan C.'
Prentis; "Alleins Alarm" on Paradise Lost List. (CW).
Allen, Benjamin. History of the Reformation. Being an 
Abridgement of Burnet's History of the Reformation of the 
Church of England. Together with Sketches of the Lives of 
Luther. Calvin, and Zuingle. the Three Celebrated Reformers 
of the Continent. Washington City: Printed for the Author
by Jacob Gideon Junior, 1820. (CW).
Allen, Benjamin. History of the Reformation. Being an 
Abridgement of Burnet's History of the Reformation of the
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Church of England. Together with Sketches of the Lives of
Luther. Calvin, and Zulngle. the Three Celebrated Reformers 
of the Continent. Washington City: Printed for the Author
by Jacob Gideon, Junior, 1620. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin;
Inscription: "For Mrs. Eliza B. Vickery, & Mrs Mary Ann 
Chamberlain from their affectionate Aunt, Susan Bowdoin. 
March 14, 1822." <CW> .
CAllestree, Richard.3 The Whole Duty of Man: Laid Down in
a Plain and Familiar Wav, for the Use of All, but 
Especialllv the Meanest Reader. Divided into XVII Chapters. 
One Whereof Being Read Every Lord*a Dav. the Whole Mav Be 
Read Over Thrice in the Year. Necessary for All Families. 
With Private Devotions for Several Occasions. Williamsburg: 
Re-Printed by W. Parks, 1746. Signature: William Prentis.
<CW> .
CAllestree, Richard.3 The Whole Duty of Man. Laid Down in < 
Plain and Familiar Wav for the Use of All, but Especially 
the Meanest Reader. Divided into XVII Chapters. One 
Whereof Being Read Every Lord * a Dav. the Whole Mav Be Read 
Over Thrice in the Year. Necessary for All Families. With 
Private Devotions for Several Occasions. London: Printed
for John Eyre, 1751. Inscription: "Momento mori Given to 
Jos. Prentis by John Meade March 5th, 1771;" Signature: 
John Meade; "The Whole Duty of Man" on Paradise Lost List. 
<CW) .
Almanacks. "William Prentis per Son John 1 Doz Almanacks," 
p. 106 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 1764-1766.
CAmbrose, Isaac.3 Unidentified volume of sermons. <CW>.
The American Museum: Or Repository of Ancient and Modern
Fugitive Pieces. &c. Prose and Poetical. Philadelphia: 
Printed by Mathew Cary, 1767-1788. Vole 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6; 
Inscription: Jos Prentis 1801; Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW).
The American Museum. Or. Universal Magazine: Containing
Essavs on Agriculture--Commerce--Manufactures--Politics-- 
Morals--and Manners. Sketches of National Characters-- 
Natural and Civil History--and Biography. Law Information-- 
Publlc Papers--Intel1igence. Moral Talea--Anclent and 
Modern Poetry. &c. & c . Philadelphia: Carey, Steward, &
Co., 1790 and 1791. Vol. X July -December 1791. 
Inscription: "Jos Prentis Williamsburg 1801;" Stamp: Jos 
Prentis; "American Museum" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
<CW> .
The American's Guide: Comprising the Declaration of
Independences Articles of Confederation: and the 
Constitution of the United States: and the Constitutions of 
the Several States Composing the Union, viz. Maine. 
Massachusetts. New Hampshire. Vermont. Rhode Island. 
Connecticut. New York. New Jersey. Pennsylvania. Delaware.
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Maryland, Virginia. Worth Carolina. South Carolina. Gtorqla. 
Kentucky, Tennessee. Ohio. Indiana. Louisiana. Mississippi. 
Illlnola. Alabama. Missouri. Philadelphia: Published by
Towar & Hogan, 1828. Inscription: “Joseph Prentis Octo:
1829.“ <CW>.
Anacharsis. Travels of Anacharsis the Younger in Greece. 
During the Middle of the Fourth Century Before the Christian 
Aera. By the Abbe Barthelemv. Translated froi the French. 
In Five Volumes, the Fifth, Contains Maps, Plans, Views, and 
Coins, Illustrative o£ the Geography and Antiquities of 
Ancient Greece. Third Edition. Dublin: Printed by and for
H. Mills, 1795. Bookplate: James Duncan; Inscription:
“Purchased at the Sale of Joseph H. Godwin Joseph Prentis.** 
<CW> .
Anacharsis. The Travels of Anacharsis the Younger, in 
Greece. Baltimore: F. Lucas, Jr., n.d. (UVa>.
Anacreon. Qdes of Anacreon^ Translated into English Verse, 
with Notes. By Thomas Moore, Esq. Second American Edition 
from the Third London Edition....To Which Is Added Several 
Poems, by the Translator, Not to Be Found in Any Other 
Edition of His Works. New York: Printed and Published by
D. Longworth, 1805. Inscription: “Jos Prentis jr. Suffo
Aug. 1st 1806.“ CCW).
Andrews, John. Elements of Loglck. Second Edition, with 
Corrections and Additions. Philadelphia: B. B. Hopkins,
1807. (UVa).
The Arabian Nights Entertainments: Consisting of One
Tlxeusand and Opa Told by the Sultaness of the
Indies, tQ.Divert the Sultan from the Execution of a Bloody 
Vow He Had Made to Marry a Lady Every Day, and Have Her Put 
to_Death Next Morning, to Avenge Himself for the Disloyalty
Of His First Sul£flngss; Containing a Familiar Account of
the Customs. Manners, and Religion of the Eastern Nations. 
the Tartars. Persians. Indians. & c . Sixth American from the 
Eighteenth English Edition, Translated from the Arabian Mss. 
2 Vols. Hartford, Connecticut: Bowles and Francis, 1822.
<UVa>.
Armstrong, John. The Art of Preserving Health: A Poem.
London: Printed for T. Davies, 1774. Inscription:
‘*1776-J . Prentis;** Stamp: Jos Prentis. CJPW) .
Arrowsmith, Aaron. A New and Elegant General Atlas. 
Comprising All the New Discoveries, to the Present Times 
Containing Sixty-Three Maps. Drawn bv Arrowsmith and Lewis. 
“Arrowsmith's Atlas*' on Joseph Prentis inventory.
The Attorney*s Complete Pocket-Book. Containing Above Four 
Hundred of Such Choice and Approved Precldents. in Law.
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Equity, and Convenanclnq. As an Attorney Mav Have Occasion 
for. When Absent fro* His Office; Digested Under the 
Following Heads: Acknowledgments, Acquittances. Affidavits. 
Agreements. Appointments. Assignments. Awards. Bail-Pieces. 
Bargains and Sales. Bills. Bonds. Covenants. Deaseasances. 
Distress for Rent. Exchanges. Fines. Gifts. Grants. Leases. 
Lease and Release. Letters of Attorney. Letters of Licence 
and Composition. Livery of Seisin and Attornments.
Memorials. Mortgages. Notices. Partition. Petitions. 
Promissory Notes. Protections. Recoveries. Releases. 
Revocations. Separation. Settlements. Tickets. Uses. 
Warrants. Wills. Calculated for the Use of Practloners in 
General, but More Particularly for the Assistance of Country 
Attornies and Their Clerks: Also Necessary for Gentlemen.
Landlords. Stewards. Tenants. &c. By the Author of the
Attorney' a Practice Epitomized. Seventh Edition. To Which 
Are Now Added the Proper Stamps to the Various Kinds of 
Precedents, and Other Useful Additions. 2 Vols. London: 
Printed by His Majesty's Law-Printers for P. Uriel, Z. 
Stuart, T. Caslon, and B. Tovey, 1772. Vol. 1 only; 
Signature: Joseph Prentis; Stamp: Jos Prentis. <CW>.
CBacon, Sir Francis.] Letters, Memoirs. Parliamentary 
Affairs. State Papers, fee, With Some Curious Pieces in Law 
and Philosophy. Publish'd from the Originals of the Lord 
Chancellor Bacon, by Robert Stephens. Esq; Late 
Historiographer Roval. With an Account of the Life of Lord 
Bacon■ London: Printed for Olive Payne, 1736. Bookplate:
Philip Ludwell Lee; Inscription: “Thomas Lee 1738.“ <CW>.
Bacon, Henry. The Sacred Flora: Or. Flowers from the Grave
of a Child. Boston: A. Tompkins and B. B. Hussey, 1847.
(UVa) .
Bartlet, John. The Gentleman's Farriery:__ Or. A Practical
Treatise on the Diseases of Horses: Wherein the Best
Writers on That Subiect Have Been Consulted, and M. La 
Fosse's Method of Trepanning Glandered Horses Is 
Particularly Considered and Improved: Also, a New Method of
Nicking Horses Is Recommended: with a Copper-PIate and 
Description of the Mashine. To Which Is Added an Appendix.
Treating. 1. Of Particular Disorders of the Feet. 2.
Observations on Shoeing Horses. With Proper Cuts. 
“Bartlett's Farriery" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Baxter, Richard. A Call to the Unconverted, to Turn and 
Live, and Accept Mercy. CWhlle Mercy Mav Be Had. As Ever
They Will Find Mercy in the Dav of Their Extremity^ from the
Living God.3 Boston: Published by T. Beddlngton & C. Ewer, 
and Dedham: Printed by B. Field, 1822. Embossed Cover:
Susan C. Prentis; Signature: Susan C. Prentis. <JPW).
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Beattie, James. An Essay on the Nature and Immutability of. 
Truth- in Qppositon to Sophistry and Scepticism. “Beattie 
on Truth" on Paradise Lost List.
Beccaria, Cesare Bonesana, Narchese d i • An Essay on Crimes 
and Punishments. [Translated from the Italian; with a 
Commentary, Attributed to Hons, de Voltaire; Translated from 
the French.] "Beccaria on Crimes" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory.
The Holy Bible, Containing the Old and New Testaments:
Newly Translated out of the Original Tongues; and with the 
Former Translations Diligently Compared and Revised. By His 
Majesty's Special Command. Appointed to be Read in 
Churches. Edinburgh: Printed by Alexander Kincaid, 1764.
Stamp: E Carr. CCW).
The Christian's New and Complete Family Bible: Or,
Universal Library of Divine Knowledge. Containing the 
Sacred Texts of the Old and New Testaments, with the 
Apocrypha, at Large. Illustrated with Notes and 
Annotations, Historical, Chronological, Bibliographical, 
Geographical, Theological, Moral, Systematical, Practical, 
Admonitory, Divine, and Explanatory. In Which the Most 
Difficult Passages Are Rendered Clear and Familiar, the 
Seeming Contradictions Reconciled, the Mis-Translations 
Rectified, and Important Truths Confirmed, So As to Confuse 
the Infidel, Dispel the Mists of Darkness, Enlighten the 
Ignorant, Encourage the Dissident, Reclaim the Vicious, 
Reconcile the Doubtful, Lead the Wavering to the Paths of 
Truth, and Implant in the Mind of Every Christian That 
Divine Knowledge Which Is Essentially Necessary to 
Salvation. Forming a Complete Treasury of Divine Knowledge. 
To Which Is Added, at the End of Each Book, a Summary of the 
Doctrines Contained Therein, Being a Full Explanation of the 
Various Books in the Old and New Testaments. And, As a 
Farther Illustration, Will Be Given a General Index, or 
Concordance, Clearly Pointing out Every Material Transaction 
Recorded in the Sacred Writings. A Chronological Index of 
Transactions from Adam to the Time of Our Blessed Saviour.
A Geographical Index of Places Mentioned in the Holy 
Scriptures. A Full Explanation of the Proper Names in the 
Scriptures, with Their Significations, &c. A Brief Account 
of the Apostles and Their Successors, Who Propagated the 
Christian Religion, by Presiding over the Apostolic Churches 
of Antioch, Jerusalem, etc. The Whole Forming a Complete 
Body of Christian Divinity, Explained and Illustrated in 
Such a Manner, As to Guide the Reader Through the Paths of 
Happiness in This World, and Lead Him to the Mansions of 
Eternal Bliss in That Which Is to Come. By the Rev. Thomas 
Bankes. Embellished and Enriched with Upwards of Three 
Hundred and Fifty Engravings, Illustrating the Various 
Transactions Recorded in the Sacred Writings, from Genesis 
to the End of the Revelations. London: C. Cooke, c. 1800.
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Inscription: “given to Elizabeth Prentis December 14, 1801
Jos Prentis;*' Numerous Genelogical and Spiritual Notations. 
(CW> .
The Christian's New and Complete Family Bible: Or,
Universal Library of Divine Knowledge. Containing the 
Sacred Texts of the Old and New Testaments, with the 
Apocrypha, at Large. Illustrated with Notes and 
Annotations, Historical, Chronological, Bibliographical, 
Geographical, Theological, Moral, Systematical, Practical, 
Admonitory, Divine, and Explanatory. In Which the Most 
Difficult Passages Are Rendered Clear and Familiar, the 
Seeming Contradictions Reconciled, the Mis-Translations 
Rectified, and Important Truths Confirmed, So As to Confuse 
the Infidel, Dispel the Mists of Darkness, Enlighten the 
Ignorant, Encourage the Dissident, Reclaim the Vicious, 
Reconcile the Doubtful, Lead the Wavering to the Paths of 
Truth, and Implant in the Mind of Every Christian That 
Divine Knowledge Which Is Essentially Necessary to 
Salvation. Forming a Complete Treasury of Divine Knowledge. 
To Which Is Added, at the End of Each Book, a Summary of the 
Doctrines Contained Therein, Being a Full Explanation of the 
Various Books in the Old and New Testaments. And, As a 
Farther Illustration, Will Be Given a General Index, or 
Concordance, Clearly Pointing out Every Material Transaction 
Recorded in the Sacred Writings. A Chronological Index of 
Transactions from Adam to the Time of Our Blessed Saviour.
A Geographical Index of Places Mentioned in the Holy 
Scriptures. A Full Explanation of the Proper Names in the 
Scriptures, with Their Significations, &c. A Brief Account 
of the Apostles and Their Successors, Who Propagated the 
Christian Religion, by Presiding over the Apostolic Churches 
of Antioch, Jerusalem, etc. The Whole Forming a Complete 
Body of Christian Divinity. Explained and Illustrated in 
Such a Manner, As to Guide the Reader Through the Paths of 
Happiness in This World, and Lead Him to the Mansions of 
Eternal Bliss in That Which Is to Come. By the Rev. Thomas 
Bankes. Embellished and Enriched with Upwards of Three 
Hundred and Fifty Engravings, Illustrating the Various 
Transactions Recorded in the Sacred Writings, from Genesis 
to the End of the Revelations. London: C. Cooke, c. 1800.
Numerous Geneological and Spiritual Notations. <JPW>.
The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: 
Translated out of the Original Greek; and with the Former 
Translations Diligently Compared and Revised. New York: 
Printed by D. Fanshaw for the American Bible Society, 1820. 
Inscriptions: “to M. S. Saunders," "to S. Bowdoin," "to E.
B. Vickery," "to Jno. B. .Prentis Jr.;" Manuscript Verse 
Signed Eliza B. Vickery. <CW>.
The Holy Bible, Containing the Old and New Testaments. 
Philadelphia: Alexander Towar, 1833. (UVa>•
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Bicknell, William I. The Natural History of thaSacred 
Scripturea, and Guide to General Zoology; Illuatratad bv 
Upwards of Thraa Hundred Coloured Engravings. tha Whola 
Arranged and Wrlttan froi tha Baat and Moat Modern 
AuthorItlam, C2 Vola. ?3 London and Now York: By John 
Tallis and Company, 18--. Vol. 2 only. <UVa>.
Blair, Hugh. Sarmons. to Which Is Prefixed. That Admlrad 
Tract on tha I n f r n a l  Evldsnca of tha Christian Religion by 
Soama Janvns. Sixtaanth Edition. 2 Vols. London: Printad
by ----- ; Baltimora: Raprintad for Rav. M. L. Waams by
Samual and John Adams, 1792. Bookplate: Eliza B. Prantis;
Inscriptions: "Margt Prantis presented by Jos Prantis,**
"Given Eliza by har balovad Father Graan Hill-Williamsburg,** 
"Eliza Prantis's Books** Stamp: H. Prantis; "Blair's
Sermon's" on Joseph Prantis inventory. <CW)•
Blair, Hugh. Sarmons. to Which Is Prefixed. That Admired 
Tract on tha Internal Evidence of tha Christian Religion bv 
Soama Janvns. Sixtaanth Edition. 2 Vols. London: Printad
b y ----- ; Baltimora: Raprintad for Rav. H. L. Waams, by
Samual and John Adams, 1792. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin;
Inscriptions: "Mrs S. Saunders Wmsburg November 28th,
1798," "Given to Susanna Bowdoin by har affectionate friend 
Ro: Saunders Fabry 27, 1797." <CW>.
Bloomfield, Robert. Tha Poems of Robert Bloomfield. In Two
Parts: Part I. Tj>,g FgrkftgJlB Bay. Part II. Rural Talas.
New York: Printed by J. D. Myers & W. Smith, 1821.
Inscription: "Louisa Josephine Prentis from Mrs. Ann
Baron." <CW>.
Tha Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the 
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, 
According to tha Use of tha Church of England: Together
with the Psalter Or Psalms of David, Pointed As They Are to 
Be Sung Or Said in Churches. London: Printed by Thomas
Baskatt, 1745. With: A Companion to tha Altar: Shewing
tha Nature and Necessity of a Sacramental Preparation, in 
Order to Our Worthy Receiving tha Holv Communion. Wherein
Those Fears and Scruolas About Eatina and Drinkina
Unworthily. and of Incurrinq Our Own Damnation Thereby. Are
Proved Groundless and Unwarrantable. Unto Which Are Added.
Prayers and Meditations. Praoarative to a Sacramental
Preoaration. Accordina to What tha Church of Enaland
Raoulras from Har Communicants. Nineteenth Edition.
London: Printed for John Baecroft, 1747; and A New Version
of tha Psalms of David Fitted to the Tunes Used in Churches. 
By N. Brady and N. Tata. London: Printad by J. Roberts,
1746. Inscriptions: "This was the Prayer Book of my
venerable Mother, who died on the 9th of April 1766, aged 56 
years, was bought at my Sister Waters' Sale; and given to my 
Eliza 10th August 1801 Jos Prantis," "Eliza Prentis's Book 
August lO, 1801;** Signature: Mary Prantis. <CW>.
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Tha Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the 
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, 
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopcal Church in 
the United States of America; Together with the Whole Book 
of Psalms, in Metre; with Hymns, Suited to the Feasts and 
Fasts of the Church, and Other Occasions of Public Worship. 
New York: Published by Henry I. Magary, 1819. Embossed
Cover: Susan Bowdoin Williamsburg 1821. <CW>.
Tha Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the 
Sacraments, and Other Ritas and Ceremonies of the Church, 
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America. Together with the Psalter, Or 
Psalms of David. Philadelphia: Published by S. Potter &
Co., and Printed by J. Maxwell, 1821. With: Hvmns of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States of 
America. Sat Forth in General Conventions of Said Church. 
in tha Years of Our Lord. 1789. 160B. and 1826.
Philadelphia: Published by S. F. Bradford, 1827. Embossed
Cover: Susan C Prantis; Inscription: "Susan C Prentis
Suffolk." CCW>.
Tha Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the 
Sacraments, and Other Ritas and Ceremonies of tha Church. 
According to tha Use of tha Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America: Philadelphia: Printed by J.
Harding and Published by S. F. Bradford, 1827. With: Hvmns
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States of 
America. Sat Forth in General Conventions of Said Church in 
tha Years of Our Lord. 1789. 1808. and 1826. Philadelphia: 
Published by S. F. Bradford, 1827. Embossed Cover: Jos
Prantis jr; Signature: Jos Prantis jr. <JPW).
Tha Book of Common Prayer: And Administration of tha
Sacraments and Other Ritas and Ceramonlas of tha Church: 
According to tha Use of tha Protestant Episcopal Church in 
tha United States of America: Together with the Psalter, Or
Psalms of David: With tha New Hymns. Standard Edition.
Philadelphia: Thomas T. Ash, 1833. With: Psalms in Metre.
Selected from tha Psalms of David: With Hvmns Suited to the
Feasts and Fasts of tha Church and Other Occasions of Public 
Worship. Philadelphia: Thomas T. Ash, 1833. (UVa).
Tha Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the 
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church....Baltimore: Joseph N. Lewis, 1834. (UVa)•
Tha Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of tha 
Sacraments, and Other Ritas and Ceremonies of tha Church, 
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
tha United States of America: Together with tha Psalter, Or
Psalms of David. New York: Auxiliary New York Bible and
Common Prayer Book Society, 1836. With: Psalms in Metre.
Selected from the Psalms of David. New York, 1836. <UVa>.
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The Book of Common Prayer, and Administration of the 
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, 
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America: Together with the Psalter Or
Psalms of David. New York: Printed by Piercy & Reed for
the New-York Bible and Common Prayer Book Society,
With: Hvmns of the Protestant Episcopal Church la ih>
United States of America. Set Forth in the Years of Our Lord 
1789. 1608. and 1B26. n.p., n.d. Inscription: "Joseph
Prentis Suffolk." <CW>.
The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the 
Sacraments, and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, 
According to the Use of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America. New York: New-York Bible and
Common Prayer Society, 1844. With: Psalms, in Metre. 
Selected from the Psalms of David. New York: New-York
Bible and Common Prayer Book Society, 1844; and Hvmns of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 
Set Forth in the Years of Our Lord. 1789. 1808. and 1826. 
n.p., n.d. Inscription: "Jos Prentis May 10th 184S St.
Pauls Church Suffolk." <JPW).
Botta, [Carlo Giuseppi Guglielmo] Charles. History of the 
War of the Independence of the United States of America. 
Translated from the Italian, by George Alexander Otis, Esq.
2 Vols. New Haven: Nathan Whiting, 1834. <UVa>.
[Boyer, Abel.3 Boyer's Royal Dictionary Abridged. In Two
Parts, I. French and English. II. English and French.
Containing the Greatest Number of Words of Any French and 
English Dictionary Yet Extant. To Which Are Added, the 
Accents of the English Words to Facilitate Their 
Pronunciation to Foreigners. The Seventeenth Edition, 
Carefully Corrected and Improved, with the Addition of I. 
Many Hundred Words Not in Any Former Edition. II. The 
Irregularities of All the French and English Verbs. III.
The Genders of the French Nouns in the English Part. IV. A 
Table Exhibiting at One View the Formation of All the Tenses 
of the French Irregular Verbs. By J. C. Prieur. London: 
Printed for Messrs. Rivingtons, Pote, Longman, et a l ., 1791. 
Bookplate: Joseph Prentis Jun. Williamsburg, Virginia;
Inscription: "Joseph Prentis Jr. Wmsburg." (CW).
Bozman, John Leeds. A Sketch of the History of Maryland. 
During the Three First Years After Its Settlement: To Which
Is Prefixed, a Copious Introduction. Baltimore: Published
by Edward J. Coale, 1811. <CW>. _
Bracken, Henry. Farriery Improved: Or. a Comoleat Treatise
Upon the Art of Farriery. Wherein Is Fully Explained the 
Nature. Structure, and Mechanism of That Noble and Useful 
Creature, a H o r s e T o g e t h e r  with Many Necessary and Useful 
Observations and Remarks Concerning the Choice and
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Management of Horses. Likewise a Farther Account, of Drugs 
and Compound Medicines Used in Farrlerv. "Bracken on
Farriery" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
[Bridges, Thomas.3 A Burlesque Translation of Homer. The 
Fourth Edition Improved. 2 Vols. London: Printed for G.
G. and J. Robinson, 1797. (Vol I-UVa, Vol II-CW>
Briggs, Richard. The English Art of Cookery. According to 
the Present Practice; Being a Complete Guide to All 
Housekeepers, on a Plan Entirely News...with Bills of Fare 
for Every Month in the Year. Consisting of Thirty Eight 
Chapters. Containing. Proper Directions for Marketing, and 
Trussing of Poultry, the Making of Soups and Broths.
Dressing All Sorts of Fish. Sauces for Every Occasion. 
Boiling and Roasting. Baking. Broiling, and Frying. Stews 
and Hashes. Made Dishes of Every Sort. Raaous and Fricasees. 
Directions for Dressing All Sorts of Roots and Vegetables. 
All Sorts of Aumlets and Egos. Puddings. Pies. Tarts. &c. 
Pancakes and Fritters. Cheesecakes and Custards. Blancmange. 
Jellies, and Syllabubs. Directions for the Sick, Directions 
for Seafaring Men. Preserving. Svruos. and Conserves. Drying 
and Candying. All Sorts of Cakes. Hogs Puddings. Sausages,. 
&c. Potting, and Little Cold Dishes, the Art of Carving. 
Collaring. Salting, and Sousing. Pickling, to Keep Garden 
Vegetables. &c. A Catalogue of Things in Season. Made Wines 
and Cordial Waters. Brewing. English and French Bread. & c . 
The Third Edition. London: Printed for G. G. and J.
Robinson, 1794. (CW>.
Brooke, [Henry.3 Juliet Grenville: Or. the History of the 
Human Heart. Three Volumes in Two. London: Printed;
Philadelphia: Reprinted for John Sparhawk and John Dunlop,
1774. Vol. 2 only; Inscription: "J. Prentis Philadelphia
Octre 1774;" Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW>.
Brown, Thomas• The Works of Mr. Thomas Brown. Serious and 
Comical, in Prose and Verse: With His Remains. With the
Life and Character of Mr. Brown, and His Writings by James 
Drake. M.D. And a Key to the Whole. Eighth Edition, 
Carefully Corrected. 4 Vols. London: Printed for Henry
Lintot and Charles Hitch, 1744. Lacks Vol. 3; Bookplate: 
John Prentis Williamsburg; "Brown's Works" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory. CCW).
[Bryant, J.3 A Treatise Upon the Authenticity of the 
Scriptures, and the Truth of the Christian Religion. Second 
Edition. Cambridge: Printed by J. Archdeacon for T. Cadell
and P. Elmsly, 1793. <CW>.
Buchan, William. Domestic Medicine: Or. the Family 
Physician: Being an Attempt to Render the Medical Art More
Generally Useful, bv Shewing People What Is in Their Own 
Power Both with Respect to the Prevention and Cure of
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Diseases. Chiefly Calculated to Recommend a Proper 
Attention to Regime and Simple Medicines. The Second 
American Edition with Considerable Additions, by the Author. 
Philadelphia: Printed by Joseph Crukshank for R. Aitken,
1774. Inscription: "Jos Prentis Wmsburg 1778;" Stamp:
Jos Prentis. <CW>.
Buchan, William. Domestic Medicine; Or. the Family 
Physician: Being an Attempt to Render the Medical Art More
Generally Useful, bv Shewing People What Is in Their Own 
Power Both with Respect to the Prevention and Cure of 
Diseases. Chiefly Calculated to Recommend a Proper 
Attention to Regime and Simple Medicines. "Buckan's Family 
Physician(Old and New Copy>" on Joseph Prentis inventory 
with preceeding volume.
Bunyan, John. The Pilgrim's Progress from This World to 
That Which Is to Come. Delivered Under the Similitude of a 
Dream. In Two Parts. With Original Notes by Thomas Scott. 
Hartford: Published by Silas Andrus, 1826. Embossed
Cover: Susan C. Prentis Suffolk; Signature: Susan C.
Prentis. (CW>•
Burkitt, William. Expository Notes, with Practical 
Observartions, on the New Testament of Our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Wherein the Sacred Text Is at Large Recited. 
the Sense Explained, and the Instructive Example of the 
Blessed Jesus, and His Holv Apostles, to Our Imitation 
Recommended. The Whole Designed to Encourage the Reading of 
the Scriptures in Private Families, and to Render the Daily 
Perusal of Them Profitable and Delightful. Seventeenth
Edition, Carefully Corrected. London: For W. Strahan, J. &
J. Rlvington, J. Hinton, et al., 1772. Bookplate: Susan
Bowdoin; Inscription: "Susan Bowdoin Wllllamsbsurg." (CW).
Butler, Joseph. The Whole Works of Joseph Butler. New 
Edition, Complete in One Volume. London: Printed for 
Thomas Tegg and Son, 1836. CUVa).
Bysshe, Edward. The Art of English Poetry. Containing. I. 
Rules for Making Verses. II. A Collection of the Most
Natural. Agreeable and Sublime Thoughts, viz. Allusions.
Similes. Descriptions and Characters of Persons and Things. 
That Are to be Found in the Best English Poets. III. A 
Dictionary of Rhymes. Sixth Edition. Corrected and 
Enlarged. 2 Vols. London: Printed for O. Loyd, T. Varnam,
J. Osborn, et a l ., 1718. Inscriptions: "Ex Libris Georgy
Booth," "Ex Dono Chari Amici Carter Burwell," "Philippe 
Ludwell A. D. 1735;" Stamp: R Prentis; "The Art of English
Poetry" on Paradise Lost List. <CW>.
Camm, John. "A Single and Distinct View of the Act,
Vulgarly Entitled, the Two-Penny Act: Containing an Account
of Its Beneficial and Wholesome Effects in York-Hampton
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Parish. In Which Is Exhibited a Specimen of Col. Landon 
Carter's Justice and Charity; As Well As of Col. Richard 
Bland's Salus Populi." "John Prentis per Self Camm's 
Pamphlet," p. 39 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 17S4-17SS-
CCampbell, Archibald.3 Lexlohanes. a Dialogue. Imitated 
from Lucian, and Suited to the Present Times. Being an 
Attempt to Restore the English Tongue to Its Ancient Purity, 
and to Correct. As Well As Expose, the Affected Stvle. Hard 
Words, and Absurd Phraseology of Many Late Writers, and 
Particularly of Our English Lexiphanea. the Rambler. The 
Second Edition, Corrected. London: Printed for J. Knox,
1767. Inscription: "J. Prentis 1774, reserve this sheet
in the book;" Stamp: J P; "Lexiphanes" on Joseph Prentis
inventory. CCW)•
Carver, Jonathan. Three Years Travels Through the Interior 
Parts of Worth-America for More Than Five Thousand Miles. 
Containing an Account of the Great Lakes and All the Lakes. 
Islands, and Rivers.... With a Description of the Birds. 
Beasts. Reptiles. Insects, and Fishes Peculiar to the 
Country. Together with a Concise History of the Genius* 
Manners, and Customs of the Indians Inhabiting the Lands 
That Lie Adiacent to the Heads and to the Westward of the 
Great River Mississippi: and an Appendix Describing the 
Uncultivated Parts of America That Are the Most Proper for 
Forming Settlements. First Published in 1778 Under the 
Title: Travels Through the Interior Parts of Worth America
in the Years 1766. 1767. and 1768. "Carver's Travels” on 
Joseph Prentis inventory.
Chapman, Nathaniel. Discourses on the Elements of 
Therapeutics and Materia Medlca. 2 Vols. Philadelphia: 
Published by James Webster and Printed by W. Brown, 
1817-1819. CUVa).
Chastellux, Francois Jean, Marquis de. Travels in 
North-America. in the Years 1760, 1781. and 1782.
(Translated from the French by an English Gentleman, Who 
Resided in America at That Period. With Notes by the 
Translator.3 "Chastellux'a Travels" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory.
Chateaubriand, Francois August Rene. Le genie du 
Christlanisme. 2 Vols. Paris, 1845. CUVa).
Cheatham, James. The Life of Thomas Paine. Author of Common 
Sense. The Crisis. Rights of Man. &c. &c. & c . New York: 
Printed by Southwick and Pelsue, 1809. CUVa).
Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope, Fourth Earl of.
Letters Written bv the Late Right Honourable Philip Dormer 
Stanhope. Earl of Chesterfield, to His Son Philip Stanhope. 
Esq.. Late Envoy Extraordinary to the Court of Dresden:
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Together with Several Other Pieces on Various Subiecta- 
Published bv Mra. Eugenia Stanhope froi the Originals How In 
Her Possession. 2 Vole. Dublin: Printed for E. Lynch, W.
Whitestone, J. Williams, et a l ., 1775. Vol. 1 only. <CW>.
Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope, Fourth Earl of. 
Principles of Politeness, and of Knowing the Worlds bv the 
Late Lord Chesterfield. Methodised and Digested Under 
Distinct Heads, with Additions, bv the Reverend Dr. John 
Trusler. Containing Every Instruction Necessary to Complete 
the Gentleman and the Man of Fashion, to Teach Him a 
Knowledge of Life, and Make Him Well Received in All 
Companies. For the Improvement of Youth: Yet Not Beneath 
the Attention of Anv- London: Printed for John Bell and C.
Etherington, 1775. Inscription: “Mary Ann Prentis August
5th 1808;*' Signatures: Mary A. Prentis, and Joseph Prentis.
<CW> .
Christian's Duty. “Christian's Duty” on Joseph Prentis 
inventory.
Christian Visitor. “Christian Visitor" on Paradise Lost 
List.
Cicero, Marcus Tullius. Tullv's Three Books of Offices, in 
English. With Motes Explaining the Method and Meaning of 
the Author. Bv Tho. Cockman. Sixth Edition, Corrected and 
Improv'd. London: Printed for A. Bettesworth, C. Hitch, R.
Gosling, et a l •, 1739. Bookplate: Peter Hay M. D.;
“Tully's Offices" on Joseph Prentis inventory. <CW>.
Clarke, John. The Rational Spelling-Book: Or. an Easy
Method of Initiating Youth into the Rudiments of the English 
Tongues in a Manner More Compendious Than All the 
Spelling-Books That Ever Were Published: Designed for a 
Standard of the Language. Containing I. Orthography in 
General. II. A Complete. Concise and Easy English Grammar. 
III. The Rudiments of English Grammar Rendered Easy. 
Familiar and Pleasant. Being Concisely Delivered, for the 
Help of Memory, in Familiar Verse. IV. Proper Exercises 
and Lessons in Prose and Verse. Fables. Emblems. Pravers.
&c. For the Amusement of Children, with Cuts. V. An 
Accurate Spelling Dictionary, and Complete English 
Expositor. Embellished with Cuts. The Whole Constructed on 
a Plan Entirely Hew....With a Complete History of the 
Heathen Gods and Goddesses. The Eighteenth Edition.
Dublin: Printed by R. Cross, 1796. Inscriptions: “Jany 1
1798. This Book was presented to Eliza Prentis by her Papa 
because she is a Good little Girl, and is fond of Reading," 
"January 1st 1798, Elizabeth Prentis her Book given by her 
Papa Williamsburg," "Mary Ann Prentis's Spelling Book 
presented her by dear Sister Eliza Prentis April the 2n 
1802," "Miss M Prentis Green Hill Williamsburg;" Signature: 
Mary Ann Prentis. <CW).
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Clarkson, Thomas. A Portraiture of Quakerism. Taken from a 
View of the Education and Discipline. Social Manners. Civil 
and Political Economy. Religious Principles and Character, 
of the Society of Friends. 2 Vols. New York: Published by
Samuel Stansbury, 1806. CUVa).
The Complete Gazeteer of England and Wales; Or. an Accurate 
Description of All the Cities. Towns, and Villages, in the 
Kingdom. Shewing Their Situations. Manufactures. Trades. 
Markets. Fairs. Customs. Privileges. Principle Buildings. 
Charitable and Other Foundations. &c. &c. And Their 
Distances from London &c. With a Descriptive Account of 
Every Countv. Their Boundaries. Extent. Natural Produce. &c. 
Including the Chief Harbours. Bava. Rivers. Canals. Forests. 
Mines. Hills. Vales, and Medicinal Springs. With Other 
Curiosities Both of Nature and Art: Pointing Out the
Military Wavs. Camps. Castles, and Other Remains of Roman. 
Danish, and Saxon Antlouitv. 2 Vols. London: Printed for
G . Robinson, 1775. Inscription: "J. Prentis 1775 London;*'
Stamp: Jos Prentis. CCW)•
Confirmation and Communion. “Confirmation and Communion" 
on Paradise Lost List.
Cordier, Mathurin. Corderli colloauiorum centurla selecta. 
Or. a Select Century of the Colloquies of Corderlus. With 
an English Translation. As Literal As Possible. Designed 
for the Use of Beginners in the Latin Tongue. Translated by 
John Clarke. The Twenty Third Edition. Philadelphia: 
Printed by Joseph James, 1787. Inscriptions: “Richard W.
Riddick began Corderu 31st C 3 1817," “2/6 paid;**
Signature: Joseph Prentis jun.; Stamp: Jos Prentis. <CW>.
CCork and Orrery, John Boyle, Fifth Earl of.3 Remarks on 
the Life and Writings of Dr. Jonathan Swift. Dean of St. 
Patrick's. Dublin, in a Series of Letters from John Earl of 
Orrery to His Son, the Honourable Hamilton Bovle. The Fifth 
Edition. London: Printed for A. Millar, 1752. Bookplate:
John Prentis, Williamsburg. (CW).
CCornaro, Lewis.3 Sure and Certain Methods of Attaining a 
Long and Healthy Life. Cwlth Means of Correcting a Bad 
Constitution....With a Recommendatory Preface, bv the Hon. 
Joseph Addison. Esq.3 tPhiladelphia: Reprinted by Parry
Hall for Rev. M. L. Weems. 1793.3 Inscriptions: “Jos
Prentis Wmsburg," “Jos Prentis his Book Price 4/6;“ “Cornaro 
on Health" on Joseph Prentis inventory. <CW>.
nb-"'
Coxe, John Redman, The American Dispensatory. Containing the 
Operations of Pharmacy; Together with the Natural. Chemical. 
Pharmaceutical and Medical History of the Different 
Substances Employed in Medicine: Illustrated and Explained. 
According to the Principles of Modern Chemistry:
Comprehending the Improvement in Dr. Duncan's Fourth Edition
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of the Edinburgh New Dispensatory. The Arrangemenet 
Simplified and the Whole Adapted to the Practice of Medicine 
and Pharmacy in the United States. Second Edition. 
Philadelphia: Thomas Dobson, 1810. (UVa).
Croke, Sir George. The First Part (Though Last Publish't) 
of the Reports of Sr George Croke Kt. Late One of the 
Justices of the Court of King's Bench, and Formerly One of 
the Justices of the Court of Common-Bench: of Such Select 
Cases As Were Adiudged in the Said Courts, from the 24th to 
the 44th/45 of the Late Queen Elizabeth. Collected and 
Written in French by Himself; Revised and Published in 
English by Sir Harbottle Grimston Baronet, Master of the 
Rolls. Third Impression, Carefully Corrected, with the 
Addition of Many Thousand References Never Before Printed. 
London: Printed by W. Rawlins, S. Roycroft, and H.
Sawbridge, 1683. Inscription: “J Prentis given to Jos or;" 
Stamp: Joe Prentis. (CW>.
Crutwell, Clement. Atlas. Inscription inside volume I of 
Crutwell's The New Universal Gazetter: "S18.00 for 3 vole
and atlas."
Crutwell, Clement. The New Universal Gazetter: or 
Geographical Dictionary: Containing a Description of All
the Empires. Kingdoms. States. Provinces. Cities. Towns. 
Forts. Seas. Harbors. Rivers. Lakes. Mountains, and Capes, 
in the Known World: with the Government. Customs. Manners, 
and Religion of the Inhabitants: the Extent. Boundaries, and 
Natural Productions of Each Country; the Trade.
Manufactures, and Curiosities of the Cities and Towns. 
Collected from the Best Authors: Their Latitude. Bearings, 
and Distances. Ascertained bv Actual Measurement, on the 
Most Authentic Charts. With Twentv-Six Whole Sheet Haps. 3 
Vols. London: Printed by G. G. and J. Robinson, and G.
Kearsley, 1798. (Vols. 1 and 2-CW; Vol. 3-UVa>.
Cullen, William. First Lines of the Practice of Phvslc. for 
the Use of Students in the University of Edinburgh.
According to the Second Edition, Printed at Edinburgh. 2 
Vols. Philadelphia: Printed by Steiner and Cist,
1781-1783. Vol. 1 only; Inscriptions: "Price £1:7:6
Robert Bell," "J. Prentis Williamsburg;" Stamp: Joseph
Prentis; "Cullen's Physic" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
<CW> .
Curtain Lectures: Or. Matrimonial Misery Displayed, in a 
Series of Interesting Dialogues. Between Married Men and 
Their Wives. In Every Station and Condition of Life. 
"Curtain Lectures" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Defoe, Daniel. The Complete English Tradesman In Familiar 
Letters: Directing Him in All the Several Parts and 
Progressions of the Trade. Viz. I. His Acquainting
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Himself with Business During His Apprenticeship. II. His 
Writing to His Correspondents, and Obtaining a General 
Knowledge of Trades As Well As What He Is Wot. As Well As 
What He Is Employ'd In. III. Of Diligence and Application. 
As the Life of All Business. IV. Cautions Against 
Overtrading. V. Of the Ordinary Occasions of a Tradesman's 
Ruin: Such As Expensive Llvlng--Too Earlv Marrving--Innocent 
Piversions--Giving and Taking Too Much Credit--Leaving 
Business to Servants--Belng Above Business--Enterlng into 
Dangerous Partnerships &c. VI. Directions in the Several 
Distresses of a Tradesman. When He Comes to Fall. VII. Of 
Tradesmen Compounding with Their Debtors, and Whv They Are 
So Particularly Severe. VIII. Of Tradesmen Ruining One 
Another bv Rumour and Scandal. IX. Of the Customary Frauds 
of Trade. Which Even Honest Men Allow Themselves to 
Practise. X. Of Credit, and How It Is Only Supported bv 
Honesty. XI. Directions for Book-Keeping. Punctually 
Paving Bills, and Thereby Maintaining Credit. XII. Of the 
Dignity and Honour of Trade in England. More Than in Other 
Countries: and How tha Trading Families in England Are 
Mingled with the Nobllltv and Gentry. So As Hot to Be 
Separated or Distinguished. Calculated for the Instruction 
of Our Inland Tradesmen: and Especially of Young Beginners. 
"Complete Tradesman" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
i
Derham, William. Phvalco-Theologv. Or a Demonstration of 
the Being and Attributes of God from His Works of Creation. 
"Physico-Theology" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Dewees, William P. A Practice of Phvsic. Comprising Most of 
the Diseases Wot Treated of in "Diseases of Females." and 
"Diseases of Children." Second Edition, with Additions and 
Improvements. Philadelphia: Carey, Lea, & Blanchard, 1833.
(UVa).
Dewees, William P. A Treatise on the Diseases of Females. 
Philadelphia: H. C. Carey & I. Lea, 1826. (UVa).
Dodd, William. (Comfort for the) Afflicted. Under Every 
Distress with Suitable Devotions. Second Edition. London: 
Printed for Edward and Charles Dilly, 1773. Bookplate: 
Susan Bowdoin; Signature: S. Bowdoin. (CW).
Dodd, William. Reflections on Death. Fourth Edition. 
London: Printed for T. Carnan and F. Newberry ^un., 1772.
Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Inscription: "Susan Bowdoin to
Eliza B. Vickery." (CW).
Dodd, William. Sermons to Young Men. 3 Vols. London: 
Printed for J. Knox and T. Cadell, 1771. Lacking Vol. 3; 
Inscriptions: "Jo Prentis 71 Pa/3 Vol.," "August 25, 1801
Joe Prentis Sr to J Prentis junr;" Stamp: Jos Prentis;
Manuscript "Epitaph on Dr. Dodd." (CW)•
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Dodd, William. Sermona to Young Men. Second Edition. 3 
Vols. London: Printed for J. Knox and T. Cadell, 1772.
Bookplate: Suean Bowdoin; Signature: S. Bowdoin. (CW).
Dodd, William. Thoughts in Priaon: In Five Parts, viz.
the Imprisonment, the Retrospect. Public Punishment, the 
Trial. Futurity. To Which Are Added His Last Praver.
Written in the Night Before His Death: the Convicts Address 
to His Unhappy Brethern: And Other Miscellaneous Pieces.
With an Account of the Author, and a List of His Works. The 
Third Edition, with Additions. London: Printed for C. 
Dilly, 1789. Inscriptions: "Marianna Barbara Hunter Book
Dec 2d 1798," "Given to M. H. Saunders by her Father March 
31, 1814." (CW).
CDodaley, Robert.3 The Economy of Human Life. In Two 
Parts. Translated from a Indian Manuscript. Written bv an 
Ancient Bramin. Edinburgh: Printed for Alexander
Donaldson, 1777. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin. (CW)•
CDodaley, Robert.3 The Preceptor: Containing a General
Course of Education. Wherein the First Principles of Polite 
Learning Are Laid Down in a Wav Most Suitable for Trying the 
Genius, and Advancing the Instruction of Youth. In Twelve 
Parts. Illustrated with Maos and Useful Cuts. I. On 
Reading. Speaking, and Writing Letters. II. On Arithmetic. 
Geometry, and Architecture. III. On Geography and 
Astronomy. IV. On Chronology and History. V. On Rhetoric 
and Poetrv. VI. On Drawing. VII. On Logic. VIII. On 
Natural History. IX. On Ethics, or Morality. X. On Trade 
and Commerce. XI. On Laws and Government. XII. On Human 
Life and Manners. The Fourth Edition, with Additions, and 
Improvements. 2 Vols. London: Printed for R. and J.
Dodsley, 1783. Inscriptions: "Jo Prentis 1770," "to Eliza
Prentis 1805;" Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW).
CDuche, Jacob.3 Observations on a Variety of Subiects. 
Literary. Moral and Religious: in a Series of Original 
Letters. Written bv a Gentleman of Foreign Extraction. Who 
Resided Some Time in Philadelphia. Revised bv a Friend, to 
Whose Hands the Manuscript Was Committed for Publication. 
Philadelphia: Printed by John Dunlap, 1774. Inscription:
"J. Prentis Philadelphia 10 Octre 1775;" Stamp: Jos
Prentis; "Caapipina'a Letters" on Joseph Prentis inventory. 
(CW) .
Dufief, Nicholas Gouin. Nature Displayed, in Her Mode of 
Teaching Language to Man. Or a New and Infallible Method of 
Acquiring a Language, in the Shortest Time Possible Deduced 
from the Analysis of the Human Mind, and Consequently Suited 
to Every Capacity; Adapted to the French. Second Edition.
2 Vols. Philadelphia: Thomas L. Plowman, 1804. (UVa).
135
Dunglison, Robley. A New Dictionary of Medical Science and 
Literature. Containing a Conciee Account of the Various 
Subiecta and Terms: with the Svnonvmes in Different 
Languages: and Formulae for Various Officinal and Empirical 
Preparations. 2 Vols. Boston: Charles Bowen, 1833. Vol.
1 only. (UVa).
Edgeworth, Maria. The Parent's Assistant. Or. Stories for 
Children■ Boston: Munroe & Francis; New York: Charles S.
Francis, 1834. Vol. 3 only. (UVa).
Encyclopaedia: Or. a Dictionary of Arts. Sciences, and 
Miscellaneous Literature: Constructed on a Plan, by Which 
the Different Sciences and Arts Are Digested into the Form 
of Distinct Treatises of Systems. The First American 
Edition, in Eighteen Volumes, Greatly Improved. Illustrated 
with Five Hundred and Forty-Two Copperplates. Philadelphia: 
Printed by Thomas Dobson, 1790-1798. Lacks Vol. 7; 
Inscriptions: "Cost £36.16 6C?3;" "April 14, 1801
Williamsburg This work was presented by J Prentis to J 
Prentis junr, as a tribute of affection from a Parent 
towards a dutiful and affectionate son, by Jos. Prentis;" 
"Dictionary of Arts and Sciences" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory. (JPW).
Enfield, William. The Speaker: Or. Miscellaneous Pieces. 
Selected from the Best English Writers, and Disposed Under 
Proper Heads, with a View to Facilitate the Improvement of 
Youth in Reading and Speaking. To Which Is Prefixed, an 
Essav on Elocution. "Speaker" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
(England, Court of Chancery.3 A General Abridgment of Cases 
in Eaultv. Argued and Adiudqed in the High Court of 
Chancery. &c. With Several Cases Never Before Published. 
Alphabetically Digested Under Proper Titles: with Notes and 
References to the Whole. And Three Tables, the First of the 
Names of the Cases, the Second of the Several Titles, with 
Their Divisions, and Subdivisions; and the Third of the 
Matter Under General Heads. Bv a Gentleman of the Middle 
Temple. Fourth Edition Corrected. 2 Vols. London:
Printed by and for Henry Lintot, 1756. Inscriptions: "J
Prentis Williamsburg 1780," "Given to Jos jun." (CW).
Euclid. The Elements of Euclid, viz. The First Six Books. 
Together with the Eleventh and Twelfth. The Errors, bv 
Which Theon. or Others. Have Long Ago Vitiated These Books. 
Are Corrected, and Some of Euclid's Demonstrations Are 
Restored. Also the Book of Euclid's Data, In Like Manner 
Corrected. By Robert Slmson. M.D. To This Ninth Edition 
Are Also Annexed Elements of Plain and Spherical 
Trigonometry. Edinburgh: Printed for J. Balfour; London:
Printed for E. Wingrove, 1793. Bookplate: Jos. Prentis,
Jun. Wmsburg, VA; Inscription: "Jos Prentis jr. Wm & M
College Williamsburg Nov. 1, 1798 Nil desperandum." (CW).
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(Eutropius, Flavius.3 Eutroppii breviarlum histories 
Roianae. Cab urbe condita usque ad valentlnarlum et valentem 
augustoa ex recensione et cum notius. Tan. Fabri ut et 
Sextl Aurelil Victoria de vlrls illustribus liber in usum 
acholarui.3 (Edinburgh: Gideon Crawford?3 Inscription:
"Samuel Cohoon May 5th 177-;" Signatures: Edward Riddick,
Josiah Riddick, and John Cohoon. ( JPW).
Farmer, Hugh. A Dissertation on Miracles. Designed to Shew 
That They Are Arguments of a Divine Interposition, and 
Absolute Proofs of the Mission and Doctrine of a Prophet. 
"Farmer on Miracles" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Farrier's Dictionary. "Robert Prentis per Self Farriers 
Dictionary," p. 151 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 
1764-1766: "Farrier's Dictionary" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory.
Fenelon, Mr. (Francois Salignac3 De La Motte. The 
Adventures of Telemachus. the Son of U1vases. A New 
Edition. Carefully Revised and Corrected, to Which Have 
Been Added a Great Many English Words with References, and 
Explanatory Notes, to Facilitate the Intelligence of This 
Text. By Hyacinth Agnel. New York: Printed by S. Marks
and Published by Richard Scott, 1818. Embossed Cover: M.
S. Prentis. (UVa).
Fenelon, (Frangois3 Salignac de la Motte. The Adventures of 
Telemachus. the Son of Ulvsses from the French of Fenelon by 
the Celebrated Jn. Hawkesworth. Corrected and Revised by G. 
Gregory, with a Life of the Author. 2 Vols. New York: 
Printed by T. 6 J. Swords for David Longworth, (1795.3 
(UVa).
Fanning, Daniel. The British Youth's Instructor; Or. a New 
and Easy Guide to Practical Arithmetic. Wherein the 
Rudiments of Common Arithmetic. Vulgar and Decimal 
Fractions, the Extraction and Use of the Square and Cube 
Roots. &c Are So Easily Treated of. and So Plainly 
Demonstrated. That Anv Person Mav. of Himself. (In a Short 
Time Become Acquainted with Every Thing Necessary to the 
Knowledge of Business. To Which Is Added, a Postscript, for 
the Use of Country Youths in Particular: Shewing How to
Measure Anv Regular Piece of Timber. Tyllng, Thatching, 
Brick-Work, or Piece of Land: As Also. How to Gauge Anv 
Cistern. Piece of Malt, or Common Cooler, Tub, or Cask. The 
Whole Designed for Such As Have Hitherto Neglected. Or Have 
Not Had Opportunity of Befno Acquainted with Figures* end 
Attempted in Natural and Familiar Dialogues, in Order to 
Render the Work More Easy and Diverting, As Well As Useful 
to Learners. Recommended bv Several Eminent Writing-Masters 
and Accomotants■ Third Edition, Corrected and Improved, by 
Some Particular Observations on the Rule of Discount.
London: For S. Crowder, 1759. Inscriptions: "Jos Prentis
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March 25 1775,*' "Wm. Galt. 1798,'* and "Joseph Prentis jr. Us 
& Mary Collage Williamsburg Virginia;** Signature: John
Brooke Prentis. <CW> .
Fisher, GeoCrge.3 Arlthmetick in the Plainest and Most 
Concise Methods Hitherto Extant. With New Improvements for
DisDatch of Business in All the Several Rules. As Also.
Fractions Vulaar and Decimal. Wrouaht Toaether ,After a New
Method. That Renders Both Easv to Be Understood in Their
Nature and Use. The Whole Persu'd and AoDrov'd o f . bv the
Most Eminent Accountants in the Several Offices of the
Revenue, viz. Custom. Excise. & c . As the Onlv Book of Its
Kind, for Variety of Rules and Brevitv of Work. Nineteenth
Edition with Considerable Additions, and Curious 
Improvements. By the Author. To This Edition Is Added an 
Appendix, Not in Some of the Former. Belfast: Printed by 
and for James Magee* 1775. Inscription: **J Prentis Cesq?3
Umsburg 1780;'* Stamp: Jos Prentis. <CW>.
Fisher's Concordance. ''Fisher's Concordance** on Joseph 
Prentis inventory.
Flavel, John. A Saint Indeed. Or. the Great Work of a 
Christian: Opened and Pressed from Proverbs. IV Chap. 23d
Verse; Being a Seasonable and Proper Expedient for the 
Recovery of the Much Decaved Power of Godliness. Among the 
Professors of These Times. "Flavel's Saint Indeed" on 
Paradise Lost List.
Fletcher, Thomas. Arlthmetick Made So Easy. That It Mav Be 
Learned Without a Master: After a New and Concise Method;
the Like Not Yet Extant. Translated from the French, by 
Thomas Fletcher. The Second Edition. With Additions. 
London: Printed for C. Rivington and S. Billingsley, 1740.
Signature: John Prentis. <CW>.
Fordyce, David. The Elements of Moral Philosophy. In Three 
Books. Fourth Edition. London: For J. Dodsley, 1769.
Inscription: "Jos Prentis 1775;" Stamp: Jos Prentis.
<JPW>.
Fordyce, James. Sermons to Young Women. Third American 
from the Twelfth London Edition. Two Volumes in One. 
Philadelphia: Published by M. Carey; New York: I. Riley,
1809. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Inscription: "Susan
Bowdoin Bt at Christiansburg Montgomery County Augst 31st 
1811." <CW>.
Fowler, George. The Wandering Philanthropist: Or. Letters 
from a Chinese. Written During His Residence in the United 
States. Discovered and Edited bv George Fowler. "Wandering 
Philanthropist" on Joseph Prentis inventory and Paradise 
Lost List.
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Fowler, George. The Wandering Philanthropist: Or. Letters 
from a Chinese. Written During Hla Residence in the United 
States. Discovered and Edited bv George Fowler. 
Philadelphia: Printed by Bartholomew Graves and Published
for Geo. Fowler and Barth. Graves, 1810. <UVa>.
(Francis, Sir Philip?] The Letters of Junius. London:
1770. Inscription: "J. Prentis 1774 New York;” Stamp:
Jos Prentis. <CW).
CFrancis, Sir Philip?] The Letters of Junius. London:
Printed for John Wheble, 1771. Inscription: "J. Prentis
1774 New York;” Stamp: Jos Prentis; "Junius' Letters" on
Joseph Prentis inventory with the proceeding volume. <CW>.
Franklin, Benjamin. Works of the Late Doctor Beniamin 
Franklin: Consisting of His Life Written bv Himself.
Together with Essava Humorous. Moral, and Literary. Chiefly 
in the Manner of the Spectator. 2 Vols. London: Printed
for G. G. J. and J. Robinson, 1793. Vol. 2 only;
Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin. (CW).
Fraser, Donald. The Columbia Monitor: Being a Pleasant &
Easy Guide to Useful Knowledge: Containing I. A Variety of 
Entertaining and Moral Dialogues. II. Religious Dialogues.
III. A Short and Easy Introduction to English Grammar. IV.
A Variety of Useful and Entertaining Letters. Most of Which 
Are Original. Together with Several Precedents of 
Complimentary Cards. To Which Is Added, a Miscellany of 
Very Useful Rules for Genteel Behavior, and a Polite 
Address. &c . New York: Printed for the Author by Loudon
and Brower, 1794. Inscription: "Eliza Prentis her Book
Given her by her Cousin William Prentis February 21." (CW).
CFreind, John.] Nine Commentaries Upon Fevers: And Two
Epistles Concerning the Small P ox. Translated into English 
by T. Dole. London: T. Cox, 1730. Bookplate: Guielmus
"Renovate Animos;'1 Inscription: "AL Adams Sale." (CW).
Gardiner, John. An Inquiry into the Nature. Cause, and Cure 
of the Gout, and of Some of the Diseases with Which It Is 
Connected. Philadelphia: Printed by William Spotawood,
n.d. Inscription: "Jos Prentis 1799 Dumfries, 'Huzza!
Huzza! Gout cured by Salt Herrings. See the Case of Wm 
Richardson pa 209;'" "Gardiner on Gout" on Joseph Prentis 
Inventory. (JPW).
Gardiner* John and David Hepburn. The American Gardener. 
Containing Ample Directions for Working a Kitchen Garden. 
Every Month in the Year: and Copious Instructions for the 
Cultivation of Flower Gardens. Vineyards. Nurseries. 
Hop-Yards. Green Houses, and Hot Houses. City of 
Washington: Printed by Samuel H. Smith for the Authors,
1804. Inscription: "Mrs. Basset to Jos Prentis 1809;"
"Ameri-gardner" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
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Gass, Patrick. A Journal of the Voyages and Travels of a 
Corps of Discovery. Under the Command of Capt. Lewis and 
Capt. Clarke of the Armv of the United States, from the 
Mouth of the River Missouri Through the Interior Parts of 
North America to the Pacific Ocean. During the Years 1804.
1805. and 1806. Containing an Authentic Relation of the 
Most Interesting Transactions During the Expedition.-A 
Description of the Country.-and an Account of Its 
Inhabitants. Soil. Climate. Curiosities and Vegetable and 
Animal Productions. With Geographical and Explanatory 
Notes■ Second Edition. Philadelphia: Printed for Mathew
Carey, 1810. Inscription: “Jos. Prentis Suffo. April 20th
1811." <CW>.
The Gazetteer■ Boston: J. M. Dunham, Apr. 2, 1803-Dec. 31,
1803. “Gazetteer" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Genlis, [Stephanie Felicite Ducrest de Saint-Aubin,3 
Countess de. The Theatre of Education. Translated from the 
French. A New Edition. 3 Vols. London: Printed for T.
Cade11, P. Emsley, and T. Durham, 1783. Bookplate:
Susanna Hunter; Inscription: "Susanna Hunter Novr 6th 1787,
Hampton, Virginia." (CW).
Gessner, Salomon. The Death of Abel. In Five Books. 
Attempted from the German of Mr. Gessner. The Eighth 
Edition. London: Printed for J. Dodaley, J. ColIyer, and
F. Newberry, 1766. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Inscription:
"S. Bowdoin 1796.” (CW) .
Gibbon, Edward. The History of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire. 8 Vols. Philadelphia: Published by William
Y. Birch and Abraham Small, and Printed by Robert Carr, 
1804-1805. Lacking Vols. 3 and 4. (UVa).
Gibson, WCilliam]• The Farrier's New Guide: Containing.
First, the Anatomy of a Horse. Being an Exact and
Compendious Description of All His Parts: with Their Actions 
and Uses: Illustrated with Figures Curiously Engrav'd on
Copper-Platea. Secondly, an Account of All the Diseases 
Incident to Horses, with Their Signs. Causes, and Methods of 
Cure: Wherein Many Defects in the Farriers Practice. Are Now 
Carefully Supplv'd. Their Errors Expos'd and Ammended. and 
the Art Greatly Improv'd and Advanced. According to the 
Latest Discoveries. The Whole Interspers'd with Many 
Curious and Useful Observations Concerning Feeding and 
Exerc1s e ■ & c . "Gibson on Horses" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory.
Gillies, John. The History of Ancient Greece. Its Colonies 
and Conquests: from the Earliest Accounts Till the Division 
of the Macedonian Empire in the East. Including the History
of Literature. Philosophy, and the Fine Arts. Second
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American from the Last London Edition. 4 Vola. 
Philadelphia: James Y. Humphreys, 1822. (UVa).
[Goldsmith, Oliver.] Dr. Goldsmith's History of Greece- 
Abridged for the Use of Schools. The Third Edition.
London: Printed for G. G. and J. Robinson, R. Baldwin, F.
and C. Rivington, et al., 1798. Inscriptions: "7/6 ca,"
"Eliza Prentis's Williamsburg 1806." (CW).
Goldsmith, Oliver. History of the Earth and Animated 
Nature. 4 Vols. Philadelphia: Printed for Nathew Carey,
1795. Vol. 4 only; family notation indicates ownership by 
Joseph Prentis Sr. and Peter Bowdoin, and that Joseph 
Prentis Sr. was a subscriber. (CW).
Goldsmith, Oliver. History of the Earth and Animated 
Nature. 4 Vols. Philadelphia: Printed for Mathew Carey,
1795. Lacks Vol. 3; Stamp: John C. Cohoon. (CW).
Graham, Isabella. The Power of Faith: Exemplified in the
Life and Writings of the Late Mrs. Isabella Graham, of 
New-York. Second Edition. New York: Printed by T. & W.
Mercein and Published by Kirk & Mercein, 1817. Signature: 
Eliza B. Prentis. (UVa).
[Grant, Anne (HacVicar).] Letters from the Mountains:
Being the Real Correspondence of a Ladv. Between the Years 
1773 and 1807. Second American from the Third London 
Edition. 2 Vols. Boston: Published by E. Larkin and
Printed by Greenough & Stebbins, 1809. Bookplate: Susan
Bowdoin; Inscription: "Susan Bowdoin Northampton Augst 12,
1812." (CW).
Gray, [Thomas.] Poems bv M r . Gray■ A New Edition. 
Edinburgh: For Alexander Donaldson, 1775. Inscription:
"This Book was presented to Eliza Prentis by her 
affectionate Papa Wmsburg Feby Th 27 1800;" Stamp: Jos
Prentis. (JPW).
Greenwood, James. The Philadelphia Vocabulary. English and 
Latin: Put into a New Method. Proper to Acquaint the
Learner with Things As Well As Pure Latin Words. Adorned 
with Twentv-Six Pictures. For the Use of Schools. 
"Philadelphia Vocabulary English and Latin" on Paradise Lost 
List.
Grimshaw, William. History of the United States, from Their 
First Settlement As Colonies, to the Period of the Fifth 
Census, in 1830. Comprising Every Important Event: with a 
Progressive View of the Aborigines: Population. Agriculture, 
and Commerce: of the Arts. Sciences, and Literature: and 
Occasional Biographies of the Moat Remarkable Colonists. 
Writers and Philosophers. Warriors and Statesmen.
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Philadelphia: Grigg & Elliott, 1836. Inscription: "John
B. Prentis Nov. 28th C18338." <CW).
Gutherie, William. Atlas to Gutherie's System of Geography. 
"Gutherie's Atlas" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Gutherie, William. An Improved System of Modern Geography: 
Or. a Geographical. Historical, and Commercial Grammar: 
Containing the Ancient and Present State of All the Empires. 
Kingdoms. States, and Republics in the Known World. 
Illustrated with a New and Correct Set of Maos.
"Gutherie's Grammar" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Gutherie, William. An Improved System of Modern Geography: 
Or. a Geographical. Historical, and Commercial Grammar: 
Containing the Ancient and Present State of All the Empires.
Kingdoms. States, and Republics in the Known World.
Illustrated with a New and Correct Set of Maps. "Gutherie's
Grammar" on Joseph Prentis Inventory.
Harrlng, Harro Paul. Poland Under the Dominion of 
Russia....From the German. Translated, with an Additional 
Chapter (Views in Regard to the Court of St. Petersburg and 
Its Policy) by Ignacy Szymanski; Introduction by Samuel 
Gridley Howe. Boston: I. S. Szymanski, 1834. (UVa).
Hawker, Robert. Zion's Pilgrim. Baltimore: Published by
Mordecai Stewart and Printed by John D. Toy, 1819.
Bookplate: Eliza B. Prentis; Inscription: "Eliza's Book;"
Signature: Eliza B. Vickery. (CW).
[Hawkesworth, John* Samuel Johnson, et al.] The Adventurer. 
A New Edition. 4 Vols. London: Printed for W. Strahan, J.
and F. Rivington, W. Johnson, et a l ., 1770. Inscriptions:
"Jos Prentis Williamsburg," "Eliza Prentis Septr 1801;" 
Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW).
Hays, Mary. Female Biography; Or. Memoirs of Illustrious 
and Celebrated Women, of All Ages and Countries. 
Alphabetically Arranged. 3 Vols. Philadelphia: Printed
for Burch and Small by Fry and Kammerer, 1807. Vol. 1 
only. "Female Biography" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
(UVa).
[Haywood, Eliza.] The Female Spectator. 4 Vols. [London:
H. Gardner, 1771?] Vol. 3 only; Inscription: "Elizabeth
Walker her book Suffolk 24 January 1778." (CW)•
Hazen, Edward. Popular Technology; Or. Professions and 
Trades. 2 Vols. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1842.
Vol. 1 only; Inscription: "Peter B. Prentis, May 1843
Suffolk VA;" "Hazen's Technology" on Paradise Lost List.
(CW) .
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Hazen, Edward. A Practical Grammar of the English Languages 
Or. an Introduction to Composition: in Which Sentences Are 
Classified into Verbal Forms and Phrases. New York: 
Huntington and Savage, 1842. Inscription: “Louisa
Josephine Prentis from her affectionate Father." (CW).
Henry, D. Twenty Discourses on the Most Important Subjects: 
Carefully Abridged, from the Works of Archbishop Tillotson. 
and Adapted to the Meanest Capacities, with a View to Their 
Being Dispersed bv Those Who Are Charitably Inclined. The 
Third Edition. London: Printed for F. Newberry, 1770.
Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin. (CW).
Hervey, James. Meditations and Contemplations. In Two 
Volumes. Containing. Vol. I. Meditations Among the Tombs; 
Reflections on a Flower-Garden: and, a Descant on Creation. 
Vol. II. Contemplations on the Night: Contemplations on 
the Starry Heavens: and, a Winter-Piece. Seventeenth 
Edition. 2 Vols. London: Printed for John Rivington, H.
Woodfall, W. Strahan, et al., 1764. Inscriptions: 
"Presented E. B. Prentis by her beloved Father-1805," "Eliza 
B. Prentis and Sally E. Brown Devoted Friends;" Signature: 
Elizabeth Prentis. (CW).
[Horsmanden, Daniel.3 A Journal of the Proceedings in the 
Detection of the Conspiracy Formed bv Some White People, in 
Comunction with Negro and Other Slaves, for Burning the 
Citv of New-York in America, and Murdering the Inhabitants. 
Which Conspiracy Was Partly Put in Execution, by Burning His 
Maieatles House in Fort George. Within the Said City, on 
Wednesday the Eighteenth of March. 1741. And Setting Fire 
to Several Dwelling and Other Houses There. Within a Few 
Davs Succeeding. And bv Another Attempt Made in Prosecution 
of the Same Infernal Scheme, bv Putting Fire Between Two 
Other Dwelling Houses Within the Said Citv. on the Fifteenth 
Dav of February 1742: Which Was Accidently and Timely 
Discovered and Extinguished. Containing. I. A Narrative of 
the Trials. Condemnations. Executions, and Behaviour of the 
Several Criminals, at the Gallows and Stake, with Their 
Speeches and Confessions: with Notes. Observations and 
Reflections Occasionally Interspersed Throughout the Whole.
II. An Appendix. Wherein Is Set Forth Some Additional 
Evidence Concerning the Said Conspiracy and Conspirators. 
Which Has Come to Lioht Since Their Trials and Executions.
III. Lists of the Several Persons (Whites and Blacks) 
Committed on Account of the Conspiracy: and of the Several 
Criminals Executed: and of Those Transported, with the 
Places Whereto. New York: Printed by James Parker, 1744. 
"Journals of Proceedings ~4.n the Conspirators in NYork" on 
Joseph Prentis Inventory. (CW).
Hvmns Adapted to the Church Service of the Year. "Hymns 
Adapted to the Church Service of the Year" on Paradise Lost 
List.
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Hvmna of the Protestant Episcopal Church In the United 
States of America, Philadelphia: By S. F. Bradford, 1827.
Inscription: "Susan Bowdoin from E. B. Vickery Eliza's gift
to her much loved Aunt. E. B." <CW>.
Hvmna of the Proteatant Episcopal Church in the United 
Statea of America. Philadelphia: By S. F. Bradford, 1827.
<JPW>.
Clddinga, James.D The Monitor*a Inatructor. Or a System of 
Practical Geography, of the United Statea of America, in 
Particular: Alao. Containing. I. Several Uaeful
Geographical Definitions and Problema. II. The Grand 
Divisions of the Earth into Land and Water. Continents and 
Islands. III. The Local Situation of Empires. Kingdoms.
&c. IV. The Rivera. Cities. Productions. Natural 
Curiosities. &c. of the United States, in Verse. V. 
Geographical Catechisms for the United Statea....For the 
British and Spanish Possessions in Worth
America....Including South America, and the West India 
Islands. VI. A Short Geographical Catechism for the 
Different Nations Bevond the Sea. The Whole Rendered 
Familiar for the Use of Schools. Wilmington: Printed by
William Black, 1804. Inscriptions: "Richard Weldon
Riddick Price 6/-;" "Susan Riddick doth me possess, I am 
hers I do confess. If she me lose & you me find, I beg my 
friend you'll be so kind as to return me again to her and 
I'll respect you ever after;" Signature: Susan Riddick.
<CW> .
Imlay, George [Gilbert.1 A Topographical Description of the 
Western Territory of North America: Containing a Succinct
Account of Its Soil. Climate. Natural History. Population. 
Agriculture. Manners, and Customs. With an Ample 
Description of the Several Divisions into Which That Country 
Is Partioned: to Which Are Added, the Discovery. Settlement, 
and Present State of Kentucky. And an Essav Towards the 
Topography, and Natural History of That Important Country.
Bv John Fllaon. To Which Is Added. I. The Adventures of 
Col. Daniel Boon. One of the First Settlers. Comprehending 
Every Important Occurance in the Political History of That 
Province. II. The Minutes of the Plankashaw Council. Held 
at Post St. Vincentis. April 15. 1784. III. An Account of 
the Indian Nations Inhabiting Within the Limits of the 
Thirteen United States; Their Manners and Customs! and 
Reflections on Their Origin. The Second Edition. London: 
Printed for J. Debrett, 1793. Inscription: "Purchased at 
Poole's Sale Jos. Prentis 'nil desperandum;'" Signature:
Wm. M . Poole. <CW>.
Ingram, Richard. The Gout. Extraordinary Cases in the 
Head. Stomach. Extremities; with Physical and Chlrurglcal 
Remarks and Observations on the Various Stages of the
Dlsorder-the Rheumatism-the Disease Commonly Called the
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Scurvv-the Nature and Formation of External and Internal
Chalk-Stones-and Considerations Proving -the Gout, the 
Immediate Parent, of Jaundice- Dropsv. and Stone, With an 
Accurate Account of, and Difference Between. Obstructions in 
the Kidnevs and Ureters, and the Paroxcvsm In the Back and 
Lolna. Occasionally the Lose of Muscular Action In the Lower 
Limbs, To Which Is Prefixed, an Essav. Pointing out the 
Progressive Symptoms and Effects, and the Reasons Why the 
Gout Was Not Heretofore Regularly Treated and Cured,
London: Printed for Paul Vaillant, 1767, (CW>.
Irving, Washington. The Alhambra: A Series of Tales and 
Sketches of the Moors and Spaniards. 2 Vola. Philadelphia: 
Carey & Lea, 1832. Vol. 2 only. (UVa).
Jameson, Robert. A Critical and Practical Exposition of the 
Pentateuch, with Notes....To Which Are Subioined. Two 
Dissertations, the First on the Mosaic History of the 
Creation, the Other on the Destruction of the Seven Nations 
of Canaan. "Jameson on the Pentateuch'* on Joseph Prentis 
inventory.
Jay, William. Prayers for the Use of Families; Or. the 
Domestic Minister's Assistant. With an Appendix. Containing 
a Number of Select and Original Pravers. for Particular 
Occasions. Second American from the Third London Edition. 
Salem: Published by Henry Whipple; Newburyport: Published
by C. Whipple; and Haverhill: Printed by Burrill and
Heraey, 1622. Inscription: "Presented to S. Bowdoin by
her dear Friend Mrs. Lelia Tucker Williamsburg October: 
1822." <CW>.
£Jefferson, Thomas.] Memoir. Correspondence, and 
Miscellanies from the Papers of Thomas Jefferson. E d .
Thomas Jefferson Randolph. 4 Vols. Charlottesville: F.
Carr, & Company, 1829. (UVa).
Johnson, Samuel. A Dictionary of the English Language: In
Which the Words Are Deduced from Their Originals, and 
Illustrated in Their Originals, and Illustrated in Their 
Different Significations by Examples from the Beat Writers. 
To Which Are Prefixed, a History of the Language, and an 
English Grammar. "Johnson's Dictionary on Joseph Prentis 
inventory.
CJohnson, Samuel.] A History and Defence of Magna Carta. 
Containing a Copy of the Original Charter at Large, with an 
English Translation; the Manner of Its Being Obtained from 
King John, with Its Preservation and Final Establishment in 
the Succeeding Reigns: with an Introductory Discourse. 
Containing a Short Account of the Rise and Progress of 
National Freedom, from the Invasion of Caesar to the Present 
Times. Also the Liberties Which Are Confirmed bv the Bill 
of Rights. &c. To Which Is Added, an Essav on Parliaments.
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Describing Their Origin in England, and the Extraordinary 
Means by Which They Have Been Lengthened from Half Yearly to 
Septennial Ones. London: Printed for J. Bell, S. Bladon, 
and C. Etherington, 1769. Signature: Prentis; "History of
Magna Carta" on Joseph Prentis inventory. <CW>•
Johnson, Samuel. Johnson's Dictionary of the English 
Language, in Miniature: To Which Are Added, an Alphabetical
Account of the Heathen Deities, and a Copious Chronological 
Table of Remarkable Events. Discoveries and Inventions. By 
the Rev. Joseph Hamilton. M.A. The First American, from the 
Fourteenth English Edition. Boston: Printed by E. Lincoln
and Published by W. P., and L. Blake, 1B04. Bookplate: 
Susan Bowdoin; Inscription: "M.B.S. to S.B." <JPW>.
Johnson, Samuel. The Rambler. 4 Vole. London: Printed
for J. Hodges, W. Miller, et al., 1791. Lacking Vol. 1; 
Inscriptions: "Nathaniel Corgill Sussex 1800," "James
Murray Augusta Co. VA 1872." (CW).
CJohnstone, Charles.3 The Reverie: Or. a Flight to the
Paradise of Fools. 2 Vols. "Robert Prentis per Self 
Reverie 2 vs.," p. 8 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 
1764-1766: "Reverie" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Josephus, Flavius. The Genuine Works of Josephus Flavius. 
Translated by William Whiston. 6 Vols. New York: W.
Borradaile, 1825. (UVa).
Journal of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese of Virginia. Which Assembled in the Borough 
of Norfolk, on the 15th of Mav. 1839. Richmond: Printed by
B. R. Wren, 1839. With: Journal of the Convention of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia.
Which Assembled in the Town of Charlottesville, on the 2Qth 
of Mav. 1840. Richmond: Printed by B. R. Wren, 1840;
Journal of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese of Virginia. Held in Alexandria. D. C . . on 
the 19th of Mav 1841. Alexandria: Printed by B. R. Wren,
1641; Journal of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Virginia. Held in Trinity Church. 
Staunton. Augusta Countv. Virginia, on the 18th of Mav 1642. 
Alexandria: Printed at the Office of the Southern
Churchman, 1842; Journal of the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia. Held in 
Monumental Church. Richmond. Virginia, on the 17th of Mav 
1843■ Alexandria: Printed at the Sou: Churchman Office,
1843; Journal of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of-Virginia. Held in St. Paulas 
Church. Lynchburg. Campbell Countv. Virginia, on the 15th of 
May 1844. Richmond: Printed at the Office of "The Southern
Literary Messenger." 1644; Journal of the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia. Held
in St. George's Church. Fredericksburg. Virginia, on the
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21st of Mav 1845. Richmond: Printed by Wm Macfarlane;
Journal of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of 
Virginia. Held in St. Paul's Church. Petersburg. Virginia, 
on the 20th of Mav 1846. Lynchburg: Printed at the
Virginian Office, 1846; Journal of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Virginia. Held in Christ Church. 
Winchester. Virginia, on the 19th of Mav 1847. Lynchburg: 
Printed at the Virginian Office, 1847; Journal of the 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese 
of Virginia. Held in Christ Church. Norfolk. 17th. 18th.
19th and 20th of Mav. 1848. Lynchburg: Printed at the
Virginian Office, 1848; and Journal of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia. Held in Christ 
Church. Charlottesville. 16th. 17th. 18th and 19th of Mav. 
1849. Lynchburg: Printed by Blackford, Townley & Co.,
(Virginian Office,) 1849. Inscription: "Jos Prentis Octo
4 1849 Suffolk." (CW).
Juan, CJorge Juan y Santacilial George and Antonio de Ulloa. 
A Vovage to South America. Describing at Large, the Spanish 
Cities. Towns. Provinces. &c. on That Extensive Continent. 
Undertaken by Command of the King of Spain. Translated from 
the Original Spanish. To Which Are Added, by Hr. John 
Adams, of Waltham-Abbey, Who Resided Several Years in Those 
Parts, Occasional Notes and Observations; an Account of Some 
Parts of the Brazils, Hitherto Unknown to the English 
Nation; and a Map of South America Corrected. Third 
Edition. London: Printed for Lockyer Davis, 1772.
Signature: Joseph Prentis; Stamp: Jos Prentis; "Ulloa's
Voyages, S America" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
Keith, Alexander. The Evidence of Prophecy: Selected and 
Abridged, with Additional Reflections, from a Work bv the 
Rev. A. Keith. Entitled "Evidence of the Truth of the 
Christian Religion. Derived from the Literal Fulfillment of 
Prophecy. Particularly As Illustrated bv the History of the 
Jews, and bv the Discoveries of Recent Travelers." New 
York: Printed by D. Fanshaw for the American Tract Society,
1833. (UVa).
Knox, Vicesimus. Essays Moral and Literary. Eighth 
Edition. 2 Vols. London: For Charles Dllly, 1786. Vol.
2 only; Inscriptions: "J Prentis Stanton 3 April 1790,"
"Jno. B. Prentis Suffo. Va May 28th 1839;" Stamp: Jos
Prentis; Bought as a 2 Vol. Set with Vol. I of the Eleventh 
Edition; "Knox's Essays" on Joseph Prentis inventory and 
Paradise Lost List. (CW).
Knox, Vicesimus. Essays." Moral and Literary. Eleventh
Edition. 2 Vols. London: For Charles Dilly, 1787. Vol.
1 only; Inscription: "J Prentis Stanton 3 April 1790 16/2
vols.;" Stamp: Jos Prentis; Bought as a 2 Vol. Set with
Vol. 2 of the Eighth Edition; "Knox's Essays" on Joseph 
Prentis inventory and Paradise Lost List. (CW).
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Knox, Vicesimus. Essavs. Moral and Literary. A New 
Edition. 2 Vole. Philadelphia: Printed for H. and P. 
Price, and B. Johnson, 1792. Bookplate: John O. Twiford,
Onancock, Eastern Shore, Virginia May 1, 1798; Inscription: 
"Jos Prentis Bought at the Sales of Ben Coroling Dec 22d 
1814." (CW).
Kotzebue, Augustus von. The Most Remarkable Year in the 
Life of Augustus von Kotzebue: Containing an Account of His 
Exile into Siberia, and of the Other Extraordinary Events 
Which Happened to Him in Russia. Written bv Himself. 
Translated from the German by Benjamin Beresford. New York: 
Printed for H. Caritat by G. F. Hopkins, 1802.
Inscription: "Jos Prentis jr Nil desparandum Suff. June 16,
1807." (JPW).
Langhorne, John. Sermons Preached Before the Honourable 
Society of Lincoln's-Inn. Third Edition. 2 Vols. London: 
Printed for T. Becker, 1773. Vol. 2 only. (CW).
Langhorne, William. Sermons on Practical Subiects. and the 
Most Useful Points of Divinity. 2 Vols. London: Printed
for Edward and Charles Dilly, 1773. Bookplate: Susan
Bowdoin; Signature: S Bowdoin. (CW)•
Leadbetter, Charles. Uranoscopla: Or. the Contemplation of
the Heavens. Being a Demonstration of the Equation of Time. 
With the Method of Observing the Solar Ingress to Anv Point 
of the Ecliptic: and the Investigation of the Aphelions, and 
Eccentricities of the Planets. The Determination of the 
Greatest Elongation of Venus and Mercury from the Sun. Of 
the Mean Motion of the Earth. Her Aphelion, and the 
Recession of the Equinox: the Sun and Moon's True and 
Apparent Places, bv Calculation and Observation: With the
True Hour of the Night, bv the Stars. Performed bv a New 
Quadrant. Also, an Explanation and Demonstration of the 
Keolerlan and Flamateedlan Methods of Computing the Times, 
and Principal Appearances of Solar Eclipses. To Which Are 
Added. New Tables of Nonagesime Degree. Its Altitude: the 
Moon's Parallax in Altitude. Longitude and Latitude. With 
Many Other Things Useful for Such a Work. London: For J.
Wilcox, 1735. Inscription: "William Eleye Nansemond
County Virginia 1768." (CW).
Lee, Charles. Memoirs of the Life of the Late Charles Lee. 
Esq....Second in Command in the Service of the United States 
of America During the Revolution. To Which Are Added. His 
Political and Military Essavs: Also. Letters to and from 
Many Distinguished Characters. Both in Europe and America. 
"Lee's Memoirs" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Lewis, John. The Church Catechism Explained, bv Wav of 
Question and Answer: and Confirmed bv Scripture Proofs: 
Divided Into Five Parts, and Twelve Sections. Wherein a
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Brief and Plain Account. Is Given of. I. The Christian
Covenant. II. The Christian Faith. III. The Christian 
Obedience. IV. The Christian Praver. V. The Christian 
Sacraments. "William Prentis per Son Daniel 1 Lewis 
Catechism,** p. 99 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 
1764-1766.
Life and Travels of John Holland Esq. Philanthropist.
“Life and Travels of John Holland Esq. Philanthropist" on 
Paradise Lost List.
Lilly, Lambert [Francis Lister Hawks!. The Earlv History of 
the Southern States; Virginia. North and South Carolina, 
and Georgia. Illustrated bv Tales. Sketches. Anecdotes, and 
Adventures. Philadelphia: Printed by Key, Mielke and
Biddle, 1832. Inscriptions: "To Charles W. Pollard from
his good friend L. L. Randolph," "Ellen Pollard from her 
brother Charles." (CW).
[Lily, William.3 A Short Introduction of Grammar. Generally 
to Be Used: Compiled and Set Forth for the Bringing up of 
Those. That Intend to Attain the Knowledge of the Latin 
Tongue. "William Prentis per Son Daniel 1 Lilly's 
Grammar," p. 99 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 1764-1766.
Livy. Titi Livii Patavini historiarum libre oui supersunt 
omnes et deoerditorum fraamenta■...Edidit Ioannes Theoohilus 
Krevssig....Tomus V Lib, xxxiv-xlv. Lipsiae: Sumtibus et
Typis Caroli Tauchniti, 1829. Vols. 5 and 6 bound 
together; Inscription: “Peter B. Prentis Amelia Academy Va
May 1837." (JPW).
The London Magazine: Or. Gentleman's Monthly Intelligencer.
Vol. XLIII. For the Year 1773. London: Printed for R.
Baldwin by His Majesty's Authority, C1773.] Stamp: Jos
Prentis; "London Magazine (1773)" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory. (CW).
The London Magazine Enlarged and Improved. Volume the 
Fourth, for Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Mav. Jun. London: Printed
for R. Baldwin, 1785. Signature: Joseph Prentis; Stamp:
Jos Prentis; "London Magazine (1785)" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory. (CW).
Hacauly, Thomas Babington. The History of England, from the 
Accession of James II. 2 Vols. New York: Harper and
Brothers, 1850. (UVa).
[Maillet, Benoit de.] Telllamed: Or: the World Explain'd: 
Containing Discourses Between an Indian Philosopher and a 
Missionary, on the Diminution of the Sea--the Formation of 
the Earth--the Origin of Men & Animals: And Other Singular
Subiects. Relating to Natural History & Philosophy. A Very
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Curious Work- Baltimore: Printed by W- Pechin for D.
Porter, 1797. Inscription: "James Daley [?3 1800." (CW)
The Man of Honour: Or. the History of Harry Waters, Es q .
London: Printed for F. and J. Noble, 1771. Signature: J
Prentis; Stamp: Jos Prentis; "Man of Honor" on Joseph
Prentis inventory. (CW).
Mandeville, Bernard. The Fable of the Bees: Or. Private
Vices. Public Benefits. With an Essay on Charity and 
Charltv-Schoolas and, a Search into the Nature of Society. , 
. ■ To Which Is Added, a Vindication of the Book from tha
Aspersions Contained in a  Presentment of the Grand Jury of 
Middlesex, and an Abusive Letter to the Lord C . "Fable of 
the Bees" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Narmontel, M. [Jean Francois). Bellsarlus■ A New Edition. 
London: Printed by P. Vaillant, and Robinson and Co., 1768,
Inscription: "Jos Prentis jr. Suffo. 20 June "06;"
"Belisarius" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
Martin, Joseph. A New and Comprehensive Gazetteer of 
Virginia, and the District of Columbia. To Which Is Added t 
History of Virginia from Its First Settlement to the Year 
1754: With an Abstract of the Principle Events from That
Period to the Independence of Virginia...Bv a Citizen of 
Virginia [W. H. Brockenbrough.3 Charlottesville: Joseph
Martin, 1835. (UVa).
Mason, William. A Soirtual Treasury for the Children of 
Godt Consisting of a Meditation for Each Evening in the 
Year. Upon Select Texts of Scripture. Humbly Intended to 
Establish the Faith. Promote the Comfort, and Influence the 
Practice of the Followere of the Lamb. The Fourth American 
Edition. 2 Vols. New-Brunswick: Published by Terhune &
Letson, 1819. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin. (UVa).
Mather, Cotton. Essavs to Do Good: Addressed to All
Christians. Whether in Public or Private Capacities. New 
York: Published by the American Tract Society, and Printed
by D. Fanehaw, [1820.3 (UVa).
M'Cabe, John Collins. Scraps. Second Edition. Richmond: 
Printed by J. C. Walker, 1835. Inscription: "Joseph
Prentis Dec. 23d, 1836. Suffolk. A present from the 
author." (CW).
M'Cabe, John Collins. Scraps. Second Edition. Richmond: 
Printed by J. C. Walker, “1835. Inscription: "Joseph
Prentis Suffo 23 Dec 1836 a present from the author."
(UVa).
Mead, Matthew. The Almost Christian Discovered: Or the 
False Professor Tried and Cast. Being the Substance of
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Seven Sermons Preached at. St. Sepulchre's in London. 1661. 
New Haven: Printed by Joseph Barber, 1812. Bookplate:
Susan Bowdoin; Inscriptions: "Bought in New York July 1822
S. Bowdoin Williamsburg," "Susan Bowdoin Williamsburg 1823." 
(CW> .
Mead, William. Family Pravera Collected from the Sacred 
Scriptures, the Book of Common Praver. and the Works of 
Bishop Wilson. Alexandria, D. C . : Published by W m . M.
Morrison and Printed by Wm. Greer, 1834. Inscription: 
"Joseph Prentis nov 1834;" "Meade's Family Prayers" on 
Paradise Lost List. (CW).
Memoirs of Chisholm Lacon. "Memoirs of Chisholm Lacon" on 
Paradise Lost List.
Miller, Philip. The Gardner's Dictionary: Containing the
Best and Newest Methods of Cultivating and Improving the 
Kitchen. Fruit. Flower Garden, and Nursery. As Also for 
Performing the Practical Arts of Agriculture: Including the
Management of Vineyards, with the Methods of Making and 
Preserving Wine. According to the Present Practice of the 
Most Skilful Vignerona in the Several Wine Countries in 
Europe. Together with Directions for Propagating and 
Improving, for Real Practice and Experience. All Sorts of 
Timber Trees.
Miller, Philip. The Gardner's Kalendar. Directing What 
Works Are Necessary to be Done Every Month in the Kitchen. 
Fruit and Pleasure-Gardens. and in the Conservatory and 
Nursery. With an Account of the Particular Seasons for the 
Propagation and Use of All Sorts of Esculent Plants and 
Fruits Proper for the Table, and of All Sorts of Flowers. 
Plants, and Trees. That Flower in Every Month. Ninth 
Edition. To Which Is Added a List of the Medicinal Plants, 
Which May Be Gather'd in Each Month for Use. London:
Printed for John and James Rivington, 1751. Signature: 
Joseph Prentis; "Miller's Dictionary and Calendar" on Joseph 
Prentis inventory (with preceeding volume).
Milton, John. (Paradise Lost: A Poem in Twelve Books.3
London, 1770. Stamp: Jos Prentis; "Paradise Lost" on
Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
Milton, John. Paradise Lost. "Paradise Lost (old Ed)" on 
Joseph Prentis inventory.
Moliere, [Jean Baptiste Poquelin.3 Oeuvres de Jean-Baptiste 
Poquelin de Moliere. Nouvelle Edition [Tomes 1-4.3 Paris: 
Lebugre Freres, 1832. Vols. 1 and 2, and 3 and 4 bound in 
pairs; Inscriptions: "Peter B. Prentis University of Va
Session If 1838-9," "Henning W. Prentis Session 1866-67;" 
Mss. list of graduates in the French class with hometowns or 
home states. (JPW).
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Monroe, James. A View of the Conduct, of the Executive, in 
the Foreign Affairs of the United States. Connected with the 
Mission to the French Republic. During the Years 1794. 5. &
6....Illustrated bv His Instructions and Correspondence and 
Other Authentic Documents. Philadelphia: Printed by and
for Benj. Franklin Bache, 1797. (UVa>.
[Montague, Mary Wortley.3 Letters of the Right Honourable
Ladv M--v W v M  e: Written. During Her Travels in
Europe. Asia, and Africa, to Persons of Distinction. Men of 
Letters. &c. in Different Parts of Europe. Which Contain. 
Among Other Curious Relations. Accounts of the Policy and 
Manners of the Turks: Drawn from Sources That Have Been 
Inaccessible to Other Travellers. A New Edition. 3 Vols. 
London: Printed for T. Becket, and P. A. De Hondt, 1789.
Vol. 3 only; Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW).
Montague, Mary Wortley. The Works of the Right Honourable 
Ladv Marv Wortlev Montague. Including Her Correspondence. 
Poems, and Essavs. Published bv Permission from Her Genuine 
Papers■ 5 Vols. London: Printed for Richard Philips by W.
Flint, 1803. Vols. 1 and 2 only; Inscription: "Jos
Prentis jr., Suffo. June 18, 1807 'Nil disperandum.'" (CW).
Moore, Thomas. Lallah Rookh. [An Oriental Romance.3 n.p.,
[1817.3 Bookplate: Eliza B. Prentis. (CW).
[Moore, Thomas.3 The Poetical Works of the Late Thomas 
Little. Esq. Longsworth's Edition. New York: Printed and
Published by D. Longsworth, 1804. Inscriptions: "Jos
Prentis jr. Suffo Aug. 1st 1806," "tutissimus medio ibis." 
(CW> .
More, Hannah. Christian Morals. From the Fourth London 
Edition. New York: By D. Huntington, 1813. Bookplate:
Susan Bowdoin; Inscription: "to Eliza B. Vickery." (CW).
More, Hannah. Strictures on the Modern System of Female 
Education. With a View of the Principles and Conduct 
Prevalent Among Women of Rank and Fortune. Third American 
Edition, with Considerable Additions. Two Volumes in One. 
Boston: Printed for Joseph Bumstead, 1802. Inscriptions:
"Richard L. Green Norfolk," "Edwd. Allen Bot this of him for 
his Daughter Mary Ann Allen Sept 1804," "Edward Allen bot 
this Book for his Daughter Mary Ann Allen Sept 1804 Price 1 
Dollar," "Jos Prentis Bought the 26th Feb. 1810. from a 
purchaser at the sale of Edwd Allen." (UVa).
Morris, George P., ed. The New York Mirror, and Lddies 
Literary Gazette. New York, 1830. (UVa).
Morse, Jedidiah. Geography Made Easy; Being an Abridgement 
of the American Geography. Containing Astronomical 
Geographv-Dlflcoverv and General Description of
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America-General View of the United States-Partlcular 
Accounts of the Thirteen United States of America, in Regard 
to Their Boundaries. Extent. Rivera. Lakes. Mountains. 
Production. Population. Character. Government. Trade. 
Manufactures. Curiosities. History. &c. To Which Is Added, 
a Geographical Account of the European Settlements in 
America; and of Europe. Asia and Africa. Illustrated with 
Eight Meat Maps and Cuts. Calculated Particularly for the 
Use and Improvement of Schools in the United States. Second 
Edition. Abridged by the Author. Boston: Printed by
Isaiah Thomas & Ebenezer T. Andrews, 1790. Inscriptions: 
"This Book was given Eliza Prentis by her dear Papa," "Eliza 
Prentis Williamsburg. Virginia." (CW).
Morse, Jedidiah. Geography Made Easv: Being an Abridgement
of the American Universal Geography. To Which Are Prefixed 
Elements of Geography. For the Use of Schools and Academies 
in the United States of America. Seventeenth Edition, and 
Fifth of This New Abridgement. Boston: Thomas & Andrews,
1814. Inscription: "Mary Prentis Jones Suffo 16 Jany
1817." (UVa).
Morse, Jedidiah and Sidney Edwards Morse. A New System of 
Geography. Ancient and Modern, for the Use of Schools: 
Accompanied with an Atlas. Twenty-Fourth Edition. Boston: 
Richardson & Lord, 1824. (UVa).
Munroe's Pamphlets. "Munroe's Pamphlets" on Paradise Lost 
List.
Murray, Lindley. English Exercises. Adapted to Murray's 
English Grammer: Consisting of Exemplifications of the
Parts of Speech; Instances of False Orthography; Violation 
of the Rules of Syntax; Defects in Punctuation; and 
Violations of Rules Respecting Perspicuous and Accurate 
Writing. Designed for the Benefit of Private Learners. As 
Well As for the Use of Schools. The Seventh Edition, with 
Considerable Improvements. New York: Printed by Isaac
Collins and Son, 1803. Inscription: "Eliza B. Prentis
Williamsburg Academy March 27th 1809." (CW).
Murray, Lindley. English Grammer. [Adapted to the Different 
Classes of Learners. With an Appendix. Containing Rules and 
Observations for Assisting the More Advanced Students to 
Write with Perspicuity and Accuracy.3 York: T. Wilson and
R. Spence, 1801. "Murray's Grammar on Joseph Prentis 
Inventory. (UVa).
The Muse in a Moral HomoUr: Being, a Collection of
Agreeable and Instructive Tales. Fables. Pastorals. &c. By 
Several Hands. 2 Vols. London: Printed for Francis Noble
and John Noble, 1758. Vol. 2 only; Inscription: "Jos
Prentis 1773," "Joseph Prentis 1843." (CW).
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Museum rust1cum et commercials: Or- Select Papers on
Agriculture- Commerce- Arts, and Manufactures- "Museum 
Rusticum" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Muslck Book. "Robert Prentis per Self Binding Musick 
Book," p. 78 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 1764-1786.
Nelson, Robert. A Companion for the Festivals and Fasts of 
the Church of England: With Collects and Prayers for Each
Solemnity. Twenty-Third Edition. London: Printed for J.
Buckland, J. Fuller, J. Beecroft, et a l ., 1773. Embossed 
Cover: Susan Bowdoin. (CW).
The New-York Weekly Museum. Or. Polite Repository of 
Amusement and Instruction: Being an Assemblage of Whatever
Can Tend to Interest the Mind. Or Exalt the Character of the 
American Fair. The Second Octavo Volume. New York:
Printed and Published by James Oram, 1815. Inscription: 
"Charles Henry Riddick aged 6 years 5 months and 22 days." 
(CW) .
Noy, William. The Principle Grounds and Maxims, with an 
Analysis of the Laws of England. Second American, from the 
Ninth London Edition by William Waller Henning. Richmond: 
Printed by Thomas W. White, 1824. Bookplate: Peter B.
Prentis, Suffolk, Va. (UVa).
Obituary Address of Wm N Thing. "Obituary Address of Wm N 
Thing" on Paradise Lost List.
[O'Connor, Thomas.3 An Impartial and Correct History of the 
War Between the United States of America, and Great Britain: 
Comprising a Particular Detail of the Naval and Military 
Operations, and a Faithful Record of the Events Produced 
During the Contest. From Its Commencement. June 16, 1812, 
to the Treaty of Peace. Ratified at the City of Washington. 
February 17. 1815. Carefully Compiled from Official 
Documents. Third Edition Revised and Corrected. New York: 
Printed and Published by John Low, 1816. Inscriptions: 
"John C. Cohoon 17 Oct. 1816," "Bought at Genl Cohoon's 
Sale. 22 Dec 1823." (CW).
Olney, J. and John W. Barber. The Family Book of History: 
Comprising a Concise View of the Most Interesting and 
Important Events in the History of All the Civilized Nations 
of the Earth. Compiled from the Most Authentic Sources, and 
Alphabetically Arranged. Philadelphia: G. N. Loomis; New
Haven: Durrie & Peck, [18393. (UVa).
; f;
Ovid. Epistles. "William Prentis & Co per WIT Prentis 1 
Ovid Epistles," p. 211 in the Virginia Gazette Day Book 
1764-1766.
Paley, William. The Principles of Moral and Political 
Philosophy. The Fifth Edition Corrected. Dublin: Printed
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by Brett. Smith for Messrs. P. Byrne, W. M'Kenzie, and W. 
Jones, 1793. Bookplate: Joseph Prentis junior
Williamsburg, Virginia; Inscription: "Joseph Prentis
junior. William and Mary College July 18th 1800." (UVa).
Paley, William. A View of the Evidences of Christianity:
In Three Parts. Part I. Of the Direct Historical Evidence 
of Christianity, and Wherein It Is Distinguished from the 
Evidence Alledoed for Other Miracles. Part II. Of the 
Auxiliary Evidences of Christianity. Part III. A Brief 
Consideration of Some Popular Obiectlons. Three Volumes in 
One. New York: Published by Evert Duyckinck and Printed by
J. C. Totten, 1814. Inscription: "S. Bowdoin'a Book
bought in New York Sep 10, 1817 Cost 81." (CW).
Parker, William. Several Discourses on Special Subiects. 
Preached Before the University of Oxford, and Upon Other 
Occasions. 2 Vols. Oxford: Sold by J. Fletcher, D.
Prince, J. Cooke, J. Rivington and Sons, et a l •, 1790.
Vol. 2 only. (CW).
[Parley, Peter [Samuel G. Goodrich).] The Life of George 
Washington. Illustrated bv Tales. Sketches and Anecdotes. 
Adapted to the Use of Schools. With Engravings. 
Philadelphia: Thomas, Cowperwaith & Co., 1838.
Inscription: "Louisa Josephine Prentis from her brother
Jno. B. Prentis Sept. 16th 1840." (CW).
Parnell, Thomas. Poems on Several Occasions. Written bv 
Dr. Thomas Parnell. Late Archdeacon of Clooher: And
Published bv Mr. Pope. To Which Is Added, the Life of 
Zollus: And His Remarks on Homer's Battles of Frogs and
Mice. London: Printed for J. and R. Tonson, 1760. (CW).
Paterson, Daniel. A Travelling Dictionary; Or Alphabetical 
Tables of the Distance of All the Principle Cities: Borough. 
Market, and Sea-Port Towns in Great Britain from Each Other. 
Shewing at One View the Number of Miles Every Cltv or Town 
in the Kingdom Is Distant from Anv Other. According to the 
Nearest Direct or Cross-Road. Comprehending Near Fortv-Slx 
Thousand Distances. Carefully Collected from the Beat 
Authorities, and Arranged in a Manner Entirely New and 
Plain. To Which Is Added, a Table Shewing the Distances of 
the Towns. Bridges. &c. Upon the River Thames from Each 
Other bv Water. The Whole Being a Second Part to the New 
and Accurate Description of the Roads. The Second Edition, 
Corrected. London: Printed for T. Carnan, 1773.
Inscription: "J. Prentis London May 2d 1775;" Stamp: Jos
Prentis; "Patterson's roads" on Joseph Prentis inventory. 
(CW) .
The Penny Magazine of the Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge. 3 Vols. London: Charles Knight; New
155
York: William Jackaon; Boston: Munroe & Francis,
1833-1835. (UVa).
Phaedrus. Phaedri fabulae: Or. Phaedrus's Fables, with the
Following Improvements, in a Method Intirelv New. Viz. the 
Words of the Author Are Placed According to Their 
Grammatical Construction....Also a Collection of Idioms and 
Phrases in Phaedrus....bv John Stirling. "William Prentis 
per Robert Prentis Sterling's Phaedrus," p. 54 in the 
Virginia Gazette Dav Book 1764-1766.
Pike, J. G. Persuasiveness to Earlv Piety: Interspersed
with Suitable Pravera. New York: Published by the American
Tract Society and Printed by D. Fanshaw, [183-.] (UVa).
Pike, S. and S. Hayward. Religious Cases of Conscience. 
Answered in an Evangelical Manner, at the Casuistical 
Lecture, in Little St. Helen's. Bishopgate-Street..■.To 
Which la Now Added, the Spiritual Companion. Or. the 
Professing Christian at the Bar of God's Word. Being Some 
Pious Thoughts Offered in Answer to Several Practical 
Questions First Published in the Spiritual Magazine, and 
Some Free Thoughts on the Character of the Happy Man. 
Middletown, Connecticut: E. & M. Clark, 1822. (UVa).
I
Pinkerton, John. Modern Geography. A Description of the 
Empires. Kingdoms. States, and Colonies; with the Oceans. 
Seas, and Isles: in All Parts of the World: Including the
Most Recent Discoveries, and Political Alterations.
Digested on a New Plan. The Astronomical Introduction bv 
the Rev. S. Vince. With Numerous Maps. Drawn Under the 
Direction, and with the Latest Improvements, of Arrowsmith. 
and Engraved bv the First American Artists. To the Whole 
Are Added, a Catalogue of the Best Maps and Books of Travels 
and Voyages in All Languages: And an Ample Index. 2 Vols.
Philadelphia: Published by John Conrad & Co.; Baltimore:
M. & J. Conrad & Co., et al., and Printed by H. Maxwell, et 
al., 1804. Signature: Joseph Prentis; "Pinkerton's
Geography" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
[Pluche, Noel Antoine.3 Spectacle de la nature: Or. Nature
Display'd. Being Discourses on Such Particulars of Natural 
History As Were Thought Most Popular to Excite the Curiosity 
and Form the Minds of Youth. Translated from the Original 
French by Mr. [Samuel] Humphreys. Fourth Edition. 7 Vols. 
London: Printed for J. and J. Pemberton, R. Francklin, and
C. Davis, 1739. Vol. 2 only. (CW).
[Pluche, Noel Antoine.3 -Spectacle de la nature: Or. Nature
Display'd. Being Discourses on Such Particulars of Natural 
History As Were Thought Most Proper to Excite the Curiosity 
and Form the Minds of Youth. Translated from the Original 
French. Second Edition. 7 Vols. London: Printed for R.
Francklin, C. Davis, J. Brindley, et al., 1749. Vol. 5
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only; Bookplate: John Prentis Williamsburg; Stamp: Jos
Prentis. (CW).
/  ..
CPluche, Noel Antoine.] Spectacle de la nature; Or. Nature 
Display'd. Being Discourses on Such Particulars of Natural 
History As Were Thought Most Proper to Excite the Curiosity, 
and Form the Winds of Youth. Illustrated with Copper 
Plates. Translated from the Original French, By Mr. 
Humphreys. Seventh Edition, Revised and Corrected. 7 Vols. 
London: Printed for R. Francklin, C. Davis, S. Birt, et
a l ., 1749-1750. Vols. 2-4 only; Bookplate: John Prentis,
Williamsburg; Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW).
Plutarch. Plutarch's Lives. Translated by John and William 
Langhorne. 6 Vols. Philadelphia: J. Hoff, 1803. Lacking
Vol. 5. (UVa).
Plutarch. Plutarch's Lives. Translated from the Original 
Greek; with Notes Critical and Historical and a New Life of 
Plutarch. By John Langhorne, D.D. and William Langhorne, 
M.A. The First American from the Eighth London Edition. 6 
Vols. Philadelphia: Published and Printed by W. F.
M'Laughlin, 1803. Inscriptions: "Jos Prentis jr. Nil
Desperandum Suffo. June 16, 1807;" "John B. Prentis Jr. 19th 
April 1839." (CW).
Pollok, Robert. The Course of Time, a Poem, in Ten Books.
To Which Are Prefixed, a Brief Memoir of the Author, and 
Analysis of the Poem, and an Index to the Principle 
Passages. Sentiments, or Descriptions. Bv Rev. William 
Jenka. D.D. Third American, from the Third Edinburgh 
Edition. Boston: Published by Crocker and Brewster, et
a l ., 1828. Inscription: "Presented Eliza B. Vickery by
her affectionate Aunt. S. Bowdoin." (CW).
Pope, Alexander. The Poetical Works of Alexander Pope.
In Three Volumes Complete, with His Last Corrections. 
Additions, and Improvements. Together with All His Notes As 
They Were Delivered to the Editor a Little Before His Death 
Together with the Commentary and Notes of Mr. Warburton. 3 
Vols. Philadelphia: Samuel A. Bascom, 1819. Vols. 2 and
3 only. (UVa).
Pope, Alexander. The Works of Alexander Pope. Esq. 3 Vols. 
London: Printed for Henry Lintot, 1743. Vol. 1 Part 1
only; Inscription: "John Prentis Wmsburgh 1747." (CW).
The Portrait of Life. Or the Various Effects of Virtue and 
Vice Delineated; As They-Daily Appear on the Great Theatre 
of the World. In a Collection of Interesting Novels. 2 
Vols. London: Printed for John Bell and C. Etherington, 
1770. Vol. 1 only; Inscription: "to Eliza Prentis
Williamsburg February 14th;" Signature: Jos Prentis; Stamp:
Jos Prentis. (CW).
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Prior, Matthew. Poems on Several Occasions. Sixth Edition. 
London: Printed for H. Lintot, and J. and R. Toneon, 1741.
Bookplate: John Prentis, Williamsburg; "Pryor's Poems" on
Joseph Prentis inventory. <CW>.
Raleigh, Walter. A New History of England. Ecclesiastical 
and Civil, from the Establishment of King Egbert, the First 
Monarch of England, to the End of the Rebellion in the Year 
1746. Begun bv Sir Walter Raleigh. Knt. and Dedicated to 
the Then Earl of Shaftsburv. First Printed in the Year 
1693. and Brought Down to the Year 1746. 2 Vols. Dublin:
Printed for W. Brien, 1753. Vol. 1 only; Bookplate:
William Prentis Williamsburg; Signature: William Prentis.
(UVa).
Ramsay, The Chevalier [Andrew Michael.] The Travels of 
Cvrus. To Which Is Annexed, a Discourse Upon the Theology 
and Mythology of the Pagans. 2 Vols. Berwick Upon Tweed: 
Printed for R. Taylor, 1765. Bookplate: William Prentis,
Williamsburg; "Travels of Cyrus" on Joseph Prentis 
inventory. (CW).
Randolph, Mary. The Virginia House-Wife. Or Methodical 
Cook. Third Edition, with Ammendments and Editions. 
Washington: Published by P. Thompson and Printed by Way &
Gideon, 1828. Embossed Cover: Susan C. Prentis;
Signature: Susan C. Prentis. (CW).
Ray, John. The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works of the 
Creation. In Two Parts. Viz. the Heavenly Bodies. 
Elements. Meteors. Fossils. Vegetables. Animals (Beasts. 
Birds. Fishes, and Insects) More Particularly in the Body of 
the Earth. Its Figure. Motion, and Consistency: And in the
Admirable Structure of the Bodies of Man and Other Animals; 
As Also in Their Generation, etc. With Answers to Some 
Obiectlons■ Thirteenth Edition, Corrected. Glasgow:
Printed By J. Bryce and D. Paterson, for W. Marshall, 1756. 
Bookplate: Robert Prentis. Williamsburg. Virginia. 1756;
"Robert Prentis per Self Ray's Wisdom of God," p. 78 in the 
Virginia Gazette Dav Book 1764-1766: "Ray's Wisdom of God" 
on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW)•
Raynal, Abbe [Guillaume Thomas Francois.] The Revolution of 
America. A New Edition. Edinburgh, 1783. Inscription:
"J Prentis 1784 h/n 6/;" Stamp: Jos Prentis; “Abbe Raynal's
America" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
Reiche, Christopher. Fifteen Discourses on the Marvelous
Works in Nature. Delivered bv a Father to His Children:^  ---*44---”  w --^ ---s ----
Calculated to Make Mankind Feel. in Everv Thing, the Verv
Presence of a Suoreme Being, and to Influence Their Hinds
with a Permanent Deliaht in. and Firm Reliance Uoon. the
Directions of an Almiahtv. All-Good . and All-Wise Creator.
and Governor. Philadelphia: Printed for the Author by
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James & Johnson, 1791. Inscription: "Eliza Prentis from
her dear Papa Jos Prentis." (CW).
Robertson, William. The History of America. Third Edition. 
3 Vols. London: Printed for W. Strahan and T. Cadell;
Edinburgh: Printed for J. Balfour, 1780. Vol. 1 only;
Signature: Charles Henderson; Stamp: James Kerr. (CW).
Robertson, William. The History of America. Fourth
Edition. 3 Vols. London: Printed for W. Strahan and T.
Cadell; Edinburgh: Printed for J. Balfour, 1783.
Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin. (CW).
Rollin, Mr. [Charles.3 The Ancient History of the 
Egyptians. Carthaginians. Assyrians. Babylonians. Medea and 
Persians. Macedonians, and Grecians. Translated from the 
French. 10 Vols. Edinburgh: Printed for Hamilton and
Balfour, Kincaid and Donaldson, and W. Gray, 1758. 
Inscriptions: "Joseph Prentis ejus Liber, anno Domini:
1765,” "Josephus Prentis Octr 14th 1765," "Joseph Prentis 
Suffolk Va," "Margaret Susan Prentis April 23rd 1830;"
"Rollin's Ancient History" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
(CW) .
Rollin, Charles. The Ancient History, of the Egyptians. 
Carthaginians. Assyrians. Babylonians. Medes and Persians. 
Macedonians. and Grecians■ Translated from the French. 8 
Vols. Philadelphia: W. W. Woodward, et a l ., 1825. (UVa).
CRundell, Maria Eliza Ketelby.3 A Mew System of Domestic 
Cookery. Formed Upon Principles of Economy and Adapted to 
the Use of Private Families. Bv a Ladv. Richmond: Printed
by R. Bailey and Published by Jacob Johnson, 1807. 
Inscription: "Joseph Prentis Williamsburg;" Handwritten
table of contents by Joseph Prentis, Sr. (UVa).
Russell, William. The History of Modern Europe. With an 
Account of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire: And a
View of the Progress of Society, from the Rise of the Modern 
Kingdoms to the Peace of Paris, in 1763. In a Series of 
Letters. Second American Edition, Carefully Corrected. 5 
Vols. Philadelphia: Printed for William Young Birch and
Abraham Small by H. Maxwell, 1802. Inscriptions: "Feby
21st 1803 Received of Judge Prentis the subscription money 
for this work A Small," "Jos Prentis Wmsburg Feb 1803;” 
"Russell'8 Modern Europe" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
(CW) .
Sale, George. The Koran, Commonly Called the Alcoran of 
Mohammed. Translated into English Immediately from the 
Original Arabic; with Explantory Notes Taken from the Most 
Approved Commentators; To Which Is Prefixed a Preliminary 
Discourse by George Sale. New Edition with a Memoir of the 
Translator, and with Various Readings and Illustrative Notes
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from Savary'a Version of the Koran. 2 Vols. Philadelphia: 
Thomas Wardle, 1833. (UVa).
Salmon, Mr. [Thomas.3 An Essav Concerning Marriage.
Shewing. I. The Preference of Marriage to a Single Life.
II. The Arguments For and Against a Plurality of Wives and 
Concubines. III. The Authority of Parents and Governors. 
in Regulating Or Restraining Marriages. IV. The Power of 
Husbands, and the Privileges of Wives. V. The Nature of 
Divorce, and in What Cases It Is Allowable. VI. The 
Reasons of Prohibiting Marriage Within Certain Degrees.
VII. The Manner of Contracting Espousals, and What 
Engagements and Promises of Marriage Are Binding. VIII.
The Penalties Incurred bv Forcible and Clandestine 
Marriages, and the Conseguences Attending Marriages 
Solemnized bv the Dissenters. To Which Is Added, an 
Historical Account of the Marriage Rites and Ceremonies of 
Greeks and Romans, and Our Saxon Ancestors, and of Moat 
Nations of the World at This Dav. The Second Edition. 
London: Printed for Charles Rivington, 1724. Inscription:
"Jo Prentis Bought of Mr. Purdie Deer 27th 1777 Wmsburg;** 
Signature: Henry Vernat; Stamp: Jos Prentis; "Essay on
Marriage" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
Sancho, Ignatius. Letters of the Lata Ignatius Sancho. an 
African. To Which Are Prefixed. Memoirs of His Life. 2 
Vols. London: Printed by J. Nichols, 1782. Inscription:
"Maria T. Savage, Eliza B. Prentis, Sally E. Browne United 
by Affection;" Signatures: Eliza Prentis, Joseph Prentis.
(CW) .
Sanderson, John. Biography of the Signers to the 
Declaration of Independence. 4 Vols. Philadelphia:
Printed by J. Maxwell and Published by Joseph M. Sanderson, 
1820. Inscription: Joseph Prentis Suffolk. (UVa).
Schreveli, Cornelius. Cornell Schrevelli lexicon manule 
Graeco-Latlnum et Latlno-Graecum■ Studio atoue opera 
Josephl Hill. Joannla Entick. nec non Gullelml Bowver. 
adauctum. In super ouooue ad caelum adiectae sunt 
sententiae Graeco-Latinae. oulbus omnia Gr. ling, primitive 
comorehenduntur. Item tractabus duo: alter de resolutions
verborum. de artlculls alter: uteraue perutllls. et aeaue 
deslderatus■ "William Prentis & Co per Note Ben Grymes 
Junr. 1 Schaeveli Lexicon," p. 199 in the Virginia Gazette 
Dav Book 1764-1766.
The Scrap Book: Or. Humorous Stories. Interesting Fables,
and Authentic Anecdotes. New York: Published for the
Booksellers, [181073 (UVa).
Sermons. Or Homilies. Appointed to Be Read in Churches in 
the Time of Queen Elizabeth, of Famous Memory. To Which Is
Added, a Copious General Index. Baltimore: Printed by
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Benjamin Edes and Published by E. J. Coale & Co., 1823. 
Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin Williamsburg; Signature: Eliza B.
Vickery. (CW)•
[Shakespeare, William.) The Dramatic Works of William 
Shakespeare. 2 Vols. Hartford, Connecticut: Silas Andrus,
1632. (UVa).
[Shakespeare, William.) The Works of Shakespeare. Collated 
and Corrected by the Former Editions, by Mr. Pope. 6 Vols. 
London: For Jacob Tonson, 1725. Bookplate: Murray Earl
of Dunmore; Signature: Thomas Darden, Barshabe(?) Wills.
(CW) .
Shakespeare, William. The Works of Shakespear. S Vols. 
Edinburgh: Printed by Sands, Murray, and Cockran, 1753.
Vol. 6 only; Bookplates: William Browne Surry, 1768; John
B. Prentis Octo 12th 1838. (CW).
Sharp, Samuel. A Critical Enquiry into the Present State of 
Surgery. London: Printed for J. and R. Tonson, and S.
Draper, 1750. (CW).
Sherlock, Thomas. Several Discourses Preached at the Temple 
Church. London: For J. Whiston, B. White, et a l ., 1756.
(CW) .
(Sherlock, William.) A Practical Discourse Concerning 
Death. (London? 17--?) Bookplate: William Prentis;
Signature: William Prentis. (CW).
(Sherwood, Mary Martha.) Narratives of Little Henry and His 
Bears and the Amiable Louisa and Ann Eliza Williams. New 
York: Published by the American Tract Society and Printed
by D. Fanshaw, n.d. Inscription: “For my last born Louisa
Josephine Prentis May 23, 1844“ (Susan C. Prentis.) (CW).
Sidney, Algernon. Discourses Concerning Government..... To
Which Is Added, a Short Account of the Author's Life, and a 
Coplus Index.... 2 Vols. Philadelphia: Printed and
Published by C. P. Wayne for the Rev. M. L. Weems, 1805.
(UVa).
Sidney, Algernon. Discourses Concerning Government..... To
Which Is Added, a Short Account of the Author's Life, and a 
Copious Index.... 2 Vols. Philadelphia: Printed and
Published by C. P. Wayne for the Rev. M. L. Weems, 1805.
(UVa).
Smellie, William. The Philosophy of Natural History. 2 
Vols. Dublin: Printed by William Porter for Chamberlaine
and Rice (and Others,) 1790. Vol. 2 only. (UVa)^
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Smith, Adam. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the 
Wealth of Nations. A New Edition, with Additions. 2 Vols. 
Hartford, Connecticut: Printed for Oliver D. Cooke by
Lincoln and Gleason, 1804. Stamp: J. C. Cohoon 03.00.
(CW) .
Smith, GCeorge.) The Laboratory; Or. School of Arts: 
Containing a Large Collection of Valuable Secrets. 
Experiments, and Manual Operations in Arts and Manufactures. 
Highly Useful to Gilders. Jewellers. Enamellers. Goldsmiths. 
Dvera. Cutlers. Pewterers. Joiners. Japanners. Book-Blnders. 
Plasterers. Artists, and to the Workers in Metals in 
Generals and in Plaster of Paris. Wood. Ivorv. Bone. Horn, 
and Other Materials. Compiled Originally bv G. Smith.
Sixth Edition, with a Great Number of Additional Receipts, 
Corrections, and Amendments; a Complete Treatise on 
Fire-Works, and the Art of Short-Handwriting. 2 Vols.
London: Printed by C. Whittingham, 1799. Inscription:
"Ro. H. Fisher, 1804.“ (CW).
Smith, Prudence. Modern American Cookery: Containing
Directions for Making So u p s. Roasting. Boiling. Baking. 
Dressing Vegetables. Poultry. Fish. Made Dishes. Pies. 
Gravies. Pickles. Puddings. Pastry. Sick Cookery, etc. With 
a List of Family Medical Recipes and a Valuable Miscellany. 
New York: J. & J. Harper, 1831. (UVa).
Smith, Thomas. The Wonders of Nature and Art. Or. a Concise 
Account of Whatever Is Most Curious and Remarkable in the 
World: Compiled from Historical and Geographical Works of 
Established Celebrity, and Illustrated with the Discoveries 
of Modern Travelers. Revised. Corrected, and Improved bv 
James Mease. 14 Vols. Philadelphia: Printed by Robert
Carr for Birch & Small, 1806-1807. Lacking Vols. 1-4; 
Inscription: “J. Prentis presented to his dutiful and
affectionate Daughter Eliza Prentis." (CW).
Smithsonian Report. “Smithsonian Report" on Paradise Lost 
List.
CSmollett, Tobias, trans.] The Adventures of Gil Bias of 
Santlllane. A New Translation, by the Author of Roderick 
Random. 4 Vols. London: Printed for A. Law, W. Miller,
and T. Martin, 1794. Lacking Vol. 1; Signature: Samuel
Vickery. (CW).
CSmollett, Tobias.] The Adventures of Peregrine Pickle. In 
Which Are Included. Memoirs of a Ladv of Quality. Second 
Edition. 4 Vols. London: Printed for R. Baldwin, J.
Richardson, D. Wilson, and T. Durham, 1758. Vol. 2 only; 
Signature: Prentis. (CW).
CSmollett, Tobias.) The Adventures of Roderick Random. 
Second Edition. 2 Vols. London: Printed for J. Osborn,
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1748. Vol. 1 only; Inscription: "Lt John Smith Landwaiter
in the Port of Bristol 1751 No. 27;” Signature: Molly
Hubbard. (CW).
Smollett, TCobias, trans.] The History and Adventures of 
the Renowned Don Quixote. Translated from the Spanish of 
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra. To Which Is Prefixed, Some 
Account of the Author's Life. By T. Smollet. 4 Vols. 
Philadelphia: Published by John Conrad & Company, 1603.
(UVa).
Snowden, Richard. The History of North and South America: 
From Its Discovery to the Death of General Washington. 2 
Volumes in One. Philadelphia: Benjamin Warner, 1819.
(UVa).
Sophocles. The Tragedies of Sophocles, from the Greek bv 
Thomas Francklin. M.A. 2 Vols. London: For R. Francklin,
1759. With: Francklin, Thomas. A Dissertation on Ancient
Tragedy. London, 1760. (Vol. 1-CW, Vol. 2-UVa).
Southern Literary Messenger: Devoted to Every Department of
Literature and the Fine Arts. Richmond: Published by
Thomas W. White, 1835-1864. Vol. 1 (1835)-Vol. 7 (1841) 
only. (CW)•
Southey, Robert. Omniana: Or. horae otiosiores. 2 Vols. 
London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1818. Vol.
2 only. (UVa).
Sportsman. “Sportsman” on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Stackhouse on the Creed. “Stackhouse on the Creed" on 
Joseph Prentis inventory.
Steel, John. H. An Analysis of the Mineral Waters of 
Saratoga and Ballston. with Practical Remarks on Their Use 
in Various Diseases. Containing Observations on the Geology 
and Mineralogy of the Surrounding Country, with a Geological 
M ap. Albany: D. Steel, 1819. (UVa).
CSteele, Sir Richard.) The Christian Haro: An Argument
Proving That No Principles but Those of Religion Are 
Sufficient to Make a Great Man. London: Printed for T.
Wentworth, 1764. Bookplate: Samuel M'Croakey'a
Philadelphia. (CW).
CSteele, Richard, Joseph Addison, et al.) The Guardian. 2 
Vols. London: Printed for Jacob and Richard Tonson, 1756.
Vol. 2 only; Bookplate: Robert Prentis, Williamsburg
Virginia MDCCLXIV; Signatures: Maria Campbell, Robert
Prentia. (CW).
163
CSterne, Laurence.) The Life and Opinions of Tristram 
Shandy. “Tristram Shandy” on Joseph Prentis inventory.
CSterne, Laurence.) The Life and Opinions of Tristram 
Shandy. 3 Vols? London? 17--? Vol. 3 only;
Inscriptions: “Thomas Brown's book August 31st 1819;"
"Joseph Prentis 22nd Sept. 1827,” "B. M. D. John B. Prentis 
25 Sept 1837." (CW>.
CSterne, Laurence.) Sentimental Journey Through France and 
Italy. Edinburgh: Printed for Alexander Donaldson, 1783.
Inscriptions: “J. Prentis 1783," “Eliza Prentis 1805;“
Stamp: Jos Prentis. (CW).
CSterne, Laurence.) CThe Works of Laurence Sterne. To 
Which Is Prefixed an Account of the Life and Writings of the 
Author. London or Dublin? ca. 1780.) Vol. 1 (The Life 
and Opinions of Tristram Shandv. Gent.) only; Inscription: 
"Ann K. Credie 1810." (CW).
Sterne, Laurence. The Works of Laurence Sterne: In One
Volume, with a Life of the Author Written bv Himself. 
Philadelphia: Henry Adams, 1830. (UVa).
CSterne, Laurence.) Yorlck'a Meditations Upon Various 
Interesting and Important Subiects. Viz. Upon Nothing.
Upon Something. Upon the Thing. Upon the Constitution. On 
Tobacco. On Noses. Upon Quaks. Upon Meditations. Upon 
the Homunculus. Upon Hobbv-Horsas. Upon Momus's Glass.
Upon Digressions. On Obscurity in Writing. On Nonesense. 
Upon the Association of Ideas. Upon Cuckolds. Upon the Man 
in the Moon. Upon the Monadea of Leibnitz. Upon Virtu.
Upon Conscience. Upon Drunkeness. Upon a Close-Stool. 
Meditations Upon Meditations. London: Printed for R.
Stevens, 1760. Inscription: “Jo. Prentis Williamsburg
1777." (CW).
Steuben, CFriedrich Wilhelm August Heinrich Ferdinand von) 
Baron d e . Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the 
Troops of the United States. To Which Is Added, an 
Appendix. Containing the United States Militia Act; Together 
with the Law Organizing the Militia of the State of 
New-York. As Now Amended. An Improved Edition. Illustrated 
bv Nine New and Accurate Copper-Plate Engravings. Albany: 
Printed for Daniel & Samuel Whiting, 1803. Inscription: 
"Jos Prentis jr 'Nil deaperandum' Suffo April 1807." (CW).
Stretch, L. M. The Beauties of History; Or. Pictures of 
Virtue and Vice. Drawn from Real Life; Designed for the 
Instruction and Entertainment of Youth. Sixth Edition. 2 
Vols■ London: For Charles Dilly, 1785. Bookplate: Susan
Bowdoin. (CW).
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Swift, [Jonathan) Dr. Mlacellanlea. 10 Vols. London:
Printed for R. Dodsley, 1750. Vol. 10 only; Bookplate:
John Prentis Williamsburg. (CW).
Swift, [Jonathan] Dr., Dr. [John] Arbuthnot, and Mr. 
[Alexander] Pope. Miscellanies. 10 Vols. London:
Printed for C. Bathurst and C. Hitch, 1751. Vol. 2 only;
Bookplate: John Prentis, Williamsburg. (CW).
[Swift, [Jonathan] Dr.,) Dr. [John] Arbuthnot, Mr. 
[Alexander] Pope, and Mr. [John] Gay. Miscellanies. 10
Vols. London: Printed for Charles Bathurst, 1751. Vol. 3
only; Bookplate: John Prentis, Williamsburg. (CW).
Swift, [Jonathan] Dr. Miscellanies■ 10 Vols. London:
Printed for T. Woodward, C. Davis, C. Bathurst, and W.
Bowyer, 1751. Vols. 5 and 6 only; Bookplate: John
Prentis, Williamsburg; Signature: Joseph Prentis; "Swift
(broken set)" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
Swift, [Jonathan] Dr. Miscellanies. Fourth Edition. 10
Vols. London: Printed for C. Davis and C. Bathurst, 1751.
Vols. 7-9 only; Bookplate: John Prentis, Williamsburg.
(CW) .
Swift, [Jonathan] Dr., Dr. [John] Arbuthnot, Mr. [Alexander] 
Pope, and Mr. [John] Gay. Miscellanies■ Sixth Edition. 4 
Vols. London: Printed for Charles Bathurst, 1751. Vol. 1
only; Bookplate: John Prentis, Williamsburg. (CW).
CSwift, Jonathan.] A Tale of a Tub. Written for the
Universal Improvement of Mankind. To Which Is Added, an
Account of a Battle Between the Antient and Modern Books in 
St. James's Library. Twelfth Edition with the Author's 
Apology: And Explanatory Notes, by W. W--H--n, B. D. and
Others. London: Printed for Charles Bathurst, 1751.
Bookplate: John Prentis, Williamsburg. (CW).
CTatler (Joseph Addison, Richard Steele, et al.)] The 
Lucubrations of Isaac Blckerstaff. Esq. 4 Vols. London: 
Printed for H. Lintot, J. and P. Knapton, W. Innys and J. 
Richardson, 1754. Vol. 2 only; Signature: B. P. (CW).
Taylor, Jeremy. The Rule and Exercises of Holv Living. 
Together with Prayers: Containing the Whole Duty of a
Christian and the Parts of Devotion Fitted to All Occasions 
and Furnished for All Necessities. "Taylor's Holy Living" 
on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Taylor, Jeremy. The Rule and Exercises of Holv Living. 
Together with Prayers: Containing the Whole Duty of a
Christian and the Parts of Devotion Fitted to All Occasions 
and Furnished for All Necessities. "Taylor's Holy Living" 
on Joseph Prentis inventory.
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Thomas, Robert. The Modern Practice of Phvaic: Exhibiting
the Characters. Causes. Symptoms. Prognostics. Morbid 
Appearances, and Improved Method of Treating the Diseases of 
All Climates. The Fourth American from the Fifth London 
Edition, Revised, and Considerably Enlarged, by the Author. 
With an Appendix by David Hosack. New York: Collins &
Company, 1S17. (UVa).
Thomson, James. The Seasons■ London: Printed for A.
Millar, 1752. Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Inscription:
"Presented to S. Bowdoin by her Friend & Brother R. S. 
Wmaburg May 1795." (CW).
Thornton's Progress and Commentary. "Thornton's Progress 
and Commentary" on Paradise Lost List.
Tillotson, John. The Works of the Most Reverend Dr. John 
Tlllotson. Late Archbishop of Canterbury: Containing Two
Hundred Sermons and Discourses, on Several Occasions. To 
Which Are Annexed. Pravers Composed bv Him for His Own Use.
A Discourse to His Servants Before the Sacrament. And a 
Form of Praver Composed bv Him, for the Use of King William; 
Being All That Were Printed After His Grace's Decease; Now 
Collected Into Two Volumes. Together with Tables to the 
Whole: One of the Texts Preached Upon. Another of the
Places of Scripture Occasionally Explain'd. A Third, an 
Alphabetical Table of Matter Published from the Originals bv 
Ralph Barker. D.D. Chaplain to His Grace. 2 Vols. London: 
Printed for William Rogers, Timothy Goodwin, Benjamin Tooke, 
et al., 1712. (CW).
Tillotson, John. The Works of the Moat Reverend Dr. John 
Tlllotson. Late Lord Archbishop of Canterbury; Containing 
Fifty Four Sermons and Discourses, on Several Occasions. 
Together with the Rule of Faith. Being All That Were 
Published bv His Grace Himself, and Now Collected into One 
Volume. To Which Is Added, an Alphabetical Table of the 
Principle Matters. The Seventh Edition. London: Printed
for T. Goodwin, B. Tooke, J. Pemberton, et a l •, 1714. 
"Tillotson's Works (3 Vols)" on Joseph Prentis inventory 
with proceeding volumes. (CW)•
Turner, Daniel. The Art of Surgery: In Which Is Laid Down
Such a General Idea of the Same. As la Founded Upon Reason. 
Confirmed bv Practice, and Farther Illustrated with Many 
Singular and Rare Cases Medlco-Chirurglcal. Fifth Edition, 
Corrected. 2 Vols. London: For C. Rivington and J.
Clarke, 1736. Inscription: "Sami Cohoons Book Feby 26,
1792." (CW).
[United States. Congress.] The Constitutions of the 
Several Independent States of America: the Declaration of 
Independence: the Articles of Confederation Between the Said 
States: the Treaties Between His Most Christian Maiesty and
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the United States of America, Published by Order of 
Congress. Philadelphia: By Francis Bailey, 1781. (CW).
CUnited States. Constitutional Convention 1787.3 Secret 
Proceedings and Debates of the Convention Assembled at 
Philadelphia, in the Year 1787. for the Purpose of Forming 
the Constitution of the United States of America: from the 
Notes Taken bv the Late Robert Yates, and Copied bv John 
Lansing. Jr.. Including "The Genuine Information." Laid 
Before the Legislature of Maryland, bv Luther Martin: Also 
Other Historical Documents Relative to the Federal Compact 
of the North American Union. Albany: Printed by Websters
and Skinners, 1821. (UVa).
The Universal Gazetteer: Or. a Description of the Several
Empires. Kingdoms. States. Provinces. Countries. Cities. 
Towns. Seas. Lakes. Rivers. Mountains. Volcanoes. &c. in the 
Known World. Together with an Account of the Extent. 
Produce. Revenue. Forces. Trade. Manufactures. Religions.
&c. of the Several Countries: and of the Battles. Sieges, 
and Other Transactions. That Have Rendered Them Remarkable. 
To Which Is Prefixed, a Copious Introduction to Geography. 
The Whole Calculated to Explain the Occurances in Modern 
History. Illustrated with Seven Accurate Maps: Viz. the 
World. Europe. Asia. Africa. North America. South America, 
and Germany. The Second Edition, Corrected and Enlarged. 
London: Printed for C. Hitch, L. Hawes, et a l .; Edinburgh:
Printed for A. Donaldson, 17S0. Inscription: "Eliza
Prentis's Book A present from her Father May-1804. one of my 
most valuable books." (CW).
An Universal History, from the Earliest Accounts of Time. 
Compiled from the Original Authors: and Illustrated with 
Maps. Cuts. Notes. &c. With a General Index to the Whole.
65 Vols. London: Printed for T. Osborne, A. Millar, and J.
Osborne, 1747-1768. Vols. 1-20 only; Bookplate: John
Randolph, Esqr. of the Middle Temple, London. 1742.; 
Inscription: "Jo. Prentis Williamsburg;" "Universal
History" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
An Universal History, from the Earliest Accounts of Time. 
Compiled from the Original Authors: and Illustrated with 
Maps. Cuts. Notes. &c. With a General Index to the Whole.
65 Vols. London: Printed for T. Osborne, A. Millar, and J.
Osborne, 1747-1768. Vol. 11 only; Bookplate: Robert
Gilbert. (CW).
[Virginia. Convention, March 20, 1775.3 Proceedings of the 
Convention of Delegates for the Counties and Corporations in
the Colony of Virginia. Held at Richmond Town, in the County
of Henrico, on the 2Qth of March. 1775. Re-Printed by a
Resolution of the House of Delegates, of the 24 February,
1816. Richmond: Printed by Ritchie, Trueheart, & Du-Val,
1816. (UVa).
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[Virginia. Convention, 1788.3 Debates and Other 
Proceedings of the Convention of Virginia. Convened at 
Richmond, on Monday the 2d Dav of June. 1788. for the 
Purpose of Deliberating on the Constitution Recommended bv 
the Grand Federal Convention. To Which Is Prefixed, the 
Federal Constitution. 3 Vols. Petersburg: Vol. 1 Printed
by Hunter and Prentis, 1788; Vol. 2 Printed by William 
Prentis, 1789; and Vol. 3 Printed by William Prentis, 1790. 
Inscriptions: "J. Prentis Novre 1789,*' "J. Prentis Jan
1790.M <CW>.
[Virginia. Court of Appeals.3 Reports of Cases Decided in 
the Court of Appeals of Virginia, from April 10th 1820. to 
June 28th 1821. By Francis Gilmer. Richmond: Published by
N. Pollard-Franklin Press, 1821. Signature: Joseph
Prentis. (CW).
[Virginia. General Assembly.3 The Acta of Asemblv. Now in 
Force, in the Colony of Virginia. With an Exact Table to 
the Whole. Published by Order of the General Assembly. 
Williamsburg: Printed by W. Rind, A. Purdie, and J. Dixon,
1769. Inscriptions: "Joseph Prentis Williamsburg 1780,"
"Given to JP jun;" Signature: John Prentis; notations by
Joseph Prentis, Sr., one of the members of the committee 
appointed in 1790 to revise the laws of Virginia. (CW).
[Virginia. General Convention.3 Journal. Acts and 
Proceedings, of a General Convention of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. Assembled in Richmond, on Monday, the Fifth Dav of 
October, in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Twentv-Nine. Richmond: Printed by Thomas Ritchie,
1829. Inscription: "Jos Prentis of Nansemond. March 20th
1830. Having preserved the printed documents furnished me 
as a member of the Convention, I haved had them bound up in 
this volume, each page of this book passed through my hands 
during the discussion in that City." (CW).
[Virginia. General Court.3 A Collection of Cases Decided 
bv the General Court of Virginia. Chiefly Relating to the 
Penal Laws of the Commonwealth. Commencing in the Year 
1789. and Ending in 1814. Copied from the Records of Said 
Court, with Explanatory Notes, bv Judge Brockenbrough and 
Holmes■ Philadelphia: Published by James Webster and
Printed by William Fry, 1815. Inscriptions: "John Barber
Sept 11th 1815 (crossed out)," "Bought at the sale of John 
Barber esqr. May 2d 1816." (CW).
[Virginia. Supreme Court of Appeals.3 Reports of Cases 
Argued and Adiudged in the Court of Appeals of Virginia. By 
Daniel Call. 3 Vols. Richmond: Printed by Thomas
Nicholson, 1801-1802. Lacking Vol. 3; Inscriptions: "John
Barber's Feb [7?3 1802 (crossed out)," "Bot at the Sale of
John Barber esqr. May 2d 1816." (CW).
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Virtue Delineated. "Robert Prentis per Self Virtue 
Delineated," p. 23 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 
1764-1766.
Volney, Count Constantin Frangois de. The Ruins. Or. a 
Survey of the Revolutions of Empires. [Translated from the 
French.3 "Volney's Ruins" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
[Waldie, Adam.3 The Select Circulating Library. Containing 
the Beat Popular Literature. Including Memoirs. Biography. 
Movels. Tales. Travels. Voyages, etc. Philadelphia: Adam
Waldie, et a l ., 1834. Part I & II, Vols. 3 and 4 only. 
(UVa).
[Walker, John.3 A Critical Pronouncing Dictionary and 
Expositor of the English Language. n.p., n.d.
Inscription: "Marianne S. Prentis [July the 12th?3 1820;“
Signature: Maryanna Sanders Prentis. (CW).
Walker, John. A Critical Pronouncing Dictionary, and 
Expositor of the English Language: In Which the Meaning of
Every Work Is Explained, and the Sound of Every Syllable 
Distinctly Shown, to Which Is Prefixed an Abstract of the 
Principles of English Pronunciation and Directions to 
Foreigners for Acquiring a Knowledge of the Use of This 
Dictionary...Abridged for the Use of Schools, bv an American 
Citizen. Philadelphia: Grigg, Elliott & Company, 1847.
(UVa).
Wain, Robert, Jr. The Life of the Marauis de Lafavette. 
Manor General in the Sevlce of the United States of America, 
in the War of the Revolution. Fourth Edition.
Philadelphia: Published by J. P. Ayres, 1827. (UVa).
Warner, Ferdo. A System of Divinity and Morality: in a 
Series of Discourses on All the Essential Parts of Nature 
and Revealed Religion: Compiled from the Works of the
Following Eminent Divines of the Church of England. Viz. 
Atterburv. Balguv. Barrow. Bentlev. Beveridge. Blackball. 
Bundv. Burnet. Ben. Calamv. Clagett. Clarke. Dorrington. 
Gibson. Goodman. Hickman. Hole. Hopkins. Hort. Jackson. 
Ibbot. Littleton. Lupton. Moore. Moss. Pearson. Rogers. 
Sharp. Svnge. Stanhope. Stl11lngfleet. Tlllotson. Wake, and 
Others. To Which Are Added. Some Occasional Discourses.
The Whole Revised and Corrected. 4 Vols. London: Printed
for R. Griffiths, 1756. Inscription: "Jos Prentis
Wmsburg;" "System of Divinity" on Joseph Prentis inventory 
and Paradise Lost List. (CW).
Washington, George. Epistles Domestic. Confidential, and 
Official from General Washington. Written About the 
Commencement of the American Contest. When He Entered on the 
Command of the Armv of the United States. With an 
Interesting Series of His Letters. Particularly to the
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British Admirals, Arbuthnot and Digbv. to Gen, Sir Henrv 
Clinton, Lord Cornwallis. Sir Guv Carleton. Marquis de la 
Favette. &c. &c. To Benairoin Harrison- Es q . Speaker o£ the 
House of Delegates in Virginia, to Admiral the Count de 
Grasse. General Sullivan. Respecting an Attack of New-York; 
Including Many Applications and Addresses Presented to Him 
with His Answers; Orders and Instructions, on Important 
Occasions, to His Aida de Camp. &c. &c. & c . None of Which 
Have Been Printed in the Two Volumes Published a Few Months 
Ago. New York: Printed by G. Robinson and J. Bull, 1796.
Signature: Josiah Riddick. (CW).
Watts, Isaac. Loglck: Or. the Right Use of Reason in the
Enquiry After Truth. With a Variev of Rules to Guard 
Against Error, in the Affairs of Religion and Human Life. As 
Well As in the Sciences. Twelth Edition. London: Printed 
for J. Buckland, T. Longman, J. Waugh, E. Dilly, and T. 
Field, 1763. Inscription: "Jos Prentis, 1772." (CW) .
Watts, Isaac. Loqick. "Watt's Logic (broken set)" on 
Joseph Prentis inventory.
Watts, Isaac. Nine Sermons. Preached in the Years 1718-19. 
bv the Late Isaac Watts. P.P. Now First Published from Mss. 
in the Family of a Contemporary Friend. With a Preface by 
John Pye Smith. New-York: Published by Eastburn, Kirk, &
Co.; Philadelphia: Published by W. W. Woodward, 1813.
Bookplate: Eliza B. Prentis. <CW>.
CWein, Paul.) A Concise Historical Account of All the 
British Colonies in North-America. Comprehending Their Rise. 
Progress, and Modern States Particularly of the 
Massachusetts-Bay. (the Seat of the Present Civil War) 
Together with the Other Provinces of New-England. To Which 
Is Annexed, an Accurate Descriptive Table of the Several 
Countries; Exhibiting, at One View. Their Respective 
Boundaries. Dimensions. Longitudes. Latitudes. Divisions. Or 
Counties. Chief Towns. Capes. Harbours. Bavs. Rivers.
Various Productions. Animals. &c. &c. Interspersed with 
Particulars Relative to the Different Soils and Climates. 
Capital Cities. &c. & c . Dublin: Printed for Caleb Jenkins
and John Beatty, 1776. Signature: W Prentis. (CW).
Wesley, John. Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament.
New York: T. Mason and G. Lane, 1637. (UVa).
Wesley, Samuel. Poems on Several Occasions. The Second 
Edition, with Additons. Cambridge: Printed by F. Bentham 
for J. Brotherton and S. Birt, 1743. Signature: W
Prentis. (CW).
West, Gilbert. Observations on the History and Evidences of 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Fifth Edition, Revised 
and Corrected by the Author. London: Printed for R. and J.
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Dodsley, 1754. Bookplate: Samuel M'Croskey, Virginia.
<CW> .
Willich, Anthony Florian Hadinger. The Domestic 
Encyclopaedia: Or. a Dictionary o£ Facts, and Useful 
Knowledge Comprehending a Concise View of the Latest 
Discoveries. Inventions, and Improvements. Chiefly 
Applicable to Rural and Domestic Economy. Together with
Descriptions of the Most Interesting Obiects of Nature and
Art: the History of Men and Animals, in a State of Health Or
Disease: and Practical Hints Respecting the Arts and
Manufactures. Both Familiar and Commercial. Illustrated
with Numerous Engravings and Cuts. "Domestic Encyclopedia" 
on Joseph Prentis inventory.
Willymott, William. English Examples to Lily's 
Grammar-Rulea for Children's Latin Exercises: with an 
Explantlon to Each Rule. For the Use of Eton-School.
London: Printed for Charles Harper, Sam. Smith, Benj.
Wolford, and J. Slatter, 1699. Bookplate: Joseph Prentis
1766; Inscription: "Ex libris Lund<?) Parkins Anno: Dorn.
1737;" Signature: William Prentis. <CW).
Wilnter, William H. The Episcopal Manual. Being Intended As 
a Summary Explanation of the Doctrine. Discipline, and 
Worship, of the Protestant Episcopal Church. As Taught in 
Her Public Formalities, and the Writings of Her Approved 
Divines. To Which Are Added. Observations on Family and 
Public Devotion, and Directions for a Devout and Decent 
Attendance on Public Worship: with Pravers. Suitable to 
Several Occasions: The Whole Being Designed to Illustrate
and Enforce Evangelical Pletv. Baltimore: Printed by B.
Edes and Published by E. J. Coale & Co., 1822. Embossed 
Cover: Joseph Prentis; Signature: Joseph Prentis. <CW>.
Wingate, Edmund. A Plain and Familiar Method for Attaining 
the Knowledge and Practice of Common Arithmetic. . . .  
Wherein the Additions and Emendations, Hade by Mr. John 
Kersey, in His Appendix, and Hr. George Shelly, in His 
Supplement, Are Introduced in Their Proper Places....By 
James Dodson. "Robert Prentis per Self Dodson's 
Arithmetick," p. 8 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 
1764-1766.
Winterbotham, WCilliam.D An Historical. Geographical. 
Commercial, and Philosophical View of the United States of 
America, and of the European Settlements in America and the 
West-Indles. First American Edition, with Additions and 
Corrections. 4 Vola. New-York: Printed by Tiebout and 
O'Brien, 1796. Stamp: J. C. Cohoon August 12, 1802.
<CW> .
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Wistar, Caspar. A System of Anatomy for the Use of Students 
of Medicine. 2 Vols. Philadelphia: Thomas Dobson & Son,
1817. (UVa).
CWolcot, John.] The Poetical Works of Peter Pindar. Es q .. a 
Distant Relation to the Poet, of Thebes Cpseud.] To Which 
Are Prefixed Memoirs and Anecdotes of the Author.
Newburyport: Printed by John Mycall for John Boyle,
C1790?]. Inscriptions: "Robert H. Fisher Havana November
25th, 1801 Price $0.42," "R. H. Fisher Kingston, Jamaica 
October 12th, 1801." (JPW).
CWolcot, John.3 The Poetical Works of Peter Pindar. Es q .. a 
Distant Relation to the Poet of Thebes. To Which Are 
Prefixed Memoirs and Anecdotes of the Author. New Edition 
with Additions. C2 Vols.?] Philadelphia: Printed for 
William Spotswood, and Rice and Co., 1790. Vol. 1 only; 
Inscription: "Jos Prentis 1790;" Stamp: Jos Prentis;
"Peter Pindar" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
The World Displayed; Or. a Curious Collection of Voyages and 
Travels. Selected from the Writers of All Nations....
"World Displayed" on Joseph Prentis inventory.
CYoung, Arthur.] Rural Oeconoiv: Or. Essavs on the
Practical Parts of Husbandry. Designed to Explain Several 
Methods of Conducting Different Farms: Including Hints to 
Gentlemen Farmers Relative to the Oeconomlcal Management of 
Their Business. Containing. Among Other Enquiries, of That 
Proportioned Farm. Which Is the Host Profitable. Of the 
Best Method of Conducting Farms That Consist All of Grass, 
of All of Arable Land. Of the Means of Keeping the Year 
Round Most Cattle on a Given Quantity of Land. The 
Oeconomlcal Conduct of Gentlemen Farmers. Of the Cheapest 
Wav of Manuring Land. Of the Comparative Profit of Farming 
Different Soils. Of the New Husbandandrv. Of Periodical 
Publications Concerning Rural Oeconomlcs. Second Edition, 
Corrected. London: Printed for T. Becket, 1773.
Inscription: "J Prentis Wmaburg 17th May 1776;" Stamp: Jos
Prentis; "Rural Oconomy" on Joseph Prentis inventory. (CW).
CYoung, Edward.] The Complaint: Or. Night Thoughts on Life. 
Death, and Immortality. To Which Are Added. Some Thoughts 
on the Late Rebellion, and a Paraphrase on Part of the Book 
of Job. Edinburgh: Printed by A Donaldson, 1769.
Bookplate: Susan Bowdoin; Inscription: "The gift of R. S.
to S. Bowdoin Williamsburg July 10, 1795." (CW).
Young, Edward. The Works of Edward Young. 4 Vols.
"Robert Prentis per Self Young's Works 4 Vol.," p. 23 in the 
Virginia Gazette Dav Book 1764-1766.
✓  /  /
Zeydelaar, Ernst. Grammaire generale raisonee Hollandoise.
A 1'usage dea etrangera et princlpalement dea Francois aul
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veulent apprendre cette langue. Utrecht: By B. Wild, 1781.
Inscription: "Lewis Bass his book;" Signature: W Butler;
Genealogical notes by W Butler. (CW).
Unidentified volume on British Law. Inscription: "J
Prentis 1776;" Signature: Joseph Prentis Junior; Stamp:
Jos Prentis. (CW).
Unidentified pamphlet. "John Prentis per Self C 3
Pamphlet." p. 20 in the Virginia Gazette Dav Book 1764-1766.
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